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J AN AKIP ARIN AY AM. 


BENEDICTION. 


May the lotus-feet of Krishna protect you—those feet 
which, at the sweet sound of the flute tuned by him in the 
garb of a shepherd bo} r , the cows at a distance came running 
with joy to lick with their tongues, as if to drink the grape 
juice of the Upanishads adhering to his feet or to scrub the 
drops of sandal from off the bodikins of the Gopika women. 

May Parvati protect you—She, who, by her askance eyes 
chastised her friend who jested with her, laying “O, friend, 
I have rubbed of the dust of the carna fislnfa which were 
clinging to j T our legs, and have daubed thereon the red lac; 
I have rubbed also the ashes that were clinging to your 
breasts and tatooed them with the Makarika leaves. You 
may now disport with your husband as you please,” 

[At £/«? end of benediction ) 

Prelude. 

Manager—(Looking in front). This assembly of good 
meji is learned in the shastras and they are well-acquainted 
with the art of the drama, before whom poets may display 
for approval their tasteful productions, who are intent upon 
forwarding the interests of those who seek their refuge, who 
are to be revered by ail and whose presence is to be obtained 
only through merit, therefore I shall display, before the*j| 
men of praiseworthy virtues, and in accordance with Bharn* 
ta’s Science, the art of representation which has been 0m 

hereditary profession of our family, and gratify myaeif 

J * «- 
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(Listening to some voice in the sky). Men of the assembly, 
what do you say ? do^you ask me to enact a drama, newly 
composed? which contains a plot easily understood and which 
is pregnant with delicious thoughts ? A wonder! a wonder! 
The assembly order me to do what I had already been pon- 

it, 

dering over. This is but a fortune. (Looking towards the 
curtain). Lady, come hither. 

J Enter Actress. 

Actress —Sir, I am come here. 

Manager —Did you hear what the great men of the 
assembly said ? 

Actress — (Heaving a sigh). I heard? Sir, I heard : but 
I hear that my daughter Kanralim who had been designed 
to be married to your nephew Kaluhamsu is to be abducted 
by a wicked songster, named Mahamaya, fraudulently dis¬ 
guised as Kalahamsa. Therefore 1 am anxious about the 
fulfilment of Kama!ini’s desires without obstruction. 

Manager —Do not you be sorry. 1 have arranged a 
songster named Brihatpala to bring about the match between 
Kamalini and Kalahamsa : let Mahanmya be as handsome 
a*3 Kalahamsa; that Kalahamsa is superior to Mahamaya 
will be shown by his learning itself. Therefore, in order to 
please this audience? sing a song to the present spring season. 
Look here ! the cuckoo, plucking the fresh sprout by its bill, 
pursues the mate that is near and by the wind caused by the 
fluttering of its wings drives the bees and disports on the 
mango trees, making noise. 

Actress— Yes, that i3 true ; but although 1 long thought 
over a drama of the nature which the audience want us to 
enact, I do not think of any. • 

Manager —(Laughing), Ifow did you forget it, that you 
were taught the newly composed drama, named Janakifari- 
HAYAM. , 

' tv 

. Actress—(With joy). It i3 a fortune that you reminded 
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me. Sire! The poet who composed this is Ramabhadra 
Deekshita who came from the great Yagnaratna Deekshita as 
the moon rises from the sea. * 

Manager —You have renywled me well. The intellectual 
excellence of this man is extolled by Sri Neelakanta Deek- 
ehita in the assembly of Pandits; the Konda Astrologer 
gives him a prize equally with the great; he has received 
his blessings from his preceptor named BalakrisJjna; and he 
is the son-in-law of Chokkanatha Deekshita. The play 
which this poet has composed is made sacred because it nar¬ 
rates the story of Sri Rama. And the people of the assembly 
are men of good taste. All this is my fortune. Therefore 
begin to sing. 

Actress — (Sings). Now does every woman bedeck her 
locks with the Vukula flower and disport with her lover 
whose fatigue at the close of such sport is soothed by the 
smell of that flower: Again, the womeft, wearied with the 
sports, are extolling the wind that passes through the win¬ 
dows and allays the sweat of their exertions# Moreover,— 
(Trembling with fear). 

• Manager —I see that by your song the audience is as in 
a picture. What, you timid creature, why do you tremble 
without cause when you should feel proud ? 

A dress —AVhat! do you not see that a Rakehasa is 
coming hither ? How shall I be without trembling? (Moves 
a Utile )♦ 

Manager — (Looking). Indy, do not fear. He is my 
brother-in-law entering the stage in the guise of Sarana, the 
servant of Havana. Therefore we shall make ready for what 
ought to be done hereafter. ( Exeunt J 

(Here ends the Prelude.) 
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ACT I. 

Prologue,, 

Enter Si»RANA, 

Sar. —( Looking in front; with joy). Here comes Suka 
whom uiy master, Maharajah Havana, whose feet is bowed 
to by the gods and demons, sent to Mitkila in order to get 
the news from that place. 

Euler Suka. 

Saha. —Dear Sarana, what is the matter ? 

Sar. —Have you sped well in your mission ? 

Saha. —I shall tell you. Where do you go now ? 

Sar.— My lord has given me orders. 

Suka.— What? 

Sar. —“It is said that king Janaka has a foster-girl by 
name Seefca ,* that she sprung from a place of sacrifice and 
that she is the incarnation of beauty in all the three worlds. 
You should arrange with king Janaka to bestow her on me/ 

< Suka. —It is a wonder to behold the unprecedented 
modesty which oven such a lord shows to a man. With him, 
the capture and arrest of heavenly damsels is as easy as the 
sport in the mud is to a child. It is likely that his failure to 
think of abducting this Seeta forcibly is because of the faith 
that Janaka has in Siva. 

Sar. —Is it even so ? 

Suka. —Sir, hear the news of this town of Mitiiila, 

Sar. —Go on. 

Suka. —That that girl has, of her own accord, fixed her 
aftections on Rama who is possessed of all the virtues in the 
world, is known to king Janaka who has approved of it, and 
fearing mischief from Ravana he^ has entrusted the task of 
bringing the son-in-law to the sage Viswamitra who per¬ 
formed the miracle of creating a second heaven. 
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« 

Sar.—(Smiling and with anger). Alas ! tlw time is out 
of joint: that our I6rd proceeds in the straight way and the * 
lord of the Videhas in the crooked way ! G6*on. 

Suita. —And that sage b*s set out to invite Dasaratba 
with his wives and children as if for his sacrifice. Janaka 
also invited by Vigwamitra, has put the reins of government 
in Mithila into ths hands of his brother, K'isadhwaja T and 
with the pretence of attending the sacrifice ha3 already 
come to the hermitage of Viswamitra, along with his 
daughters. 

Sar. —Considering this arrangement I think* that the 
marriage of Seeta and Rama will be accomplished ; yes, ?et it 
be. As I vva 3 ordered by Havana, I shall also go to Kousi- 
ka’s hermitage where king Janaka lives. 

Sitlca. —What is the use of going there ? 

Sar. —Do not say so. Our Maharajah was born in the 
far-famed family of Brahma and is famous for his wealth. 
Again, Itidra who has performed a hundred sacrifices abides, 
in modesty, by all lu3 orders. If such a Maharajah should 
aspire to the hand of a girl, who will stand in the way of his 
desires ? 

Snlca, —Even in that case, king Janaka is powerful 
enough to make his prayers futile seeing that he does not 
meet with the approval of his daughter. 

Sarana—{Reflecting a little), Sho might not have known 
of the family of Havana abounding in riches; but how can 
she not have heard ot the deeds of the conqueror of the uni¬ 
verse ? Leaving aside onr master, who is the unconquerable 
Havana, how does Seeta bestow her love on a man’s son ? 
{With a deep sigty. At first the love which Seeta, the* 
daughter ot the Videha king, bears to Hama, the son of 
Dasaratha, should be frustrated and then her love should be 
directed to flow to our lord. 

Saha-—' This is not possible. 
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Sara. —Then what course may be taken to attain Seeta ? 
[Tiefleeting a little, and then with jojf). Inasmuch ns Itak- 
shasas generally carry away by force or guile maidens of 
beauty, she, Seeta, ought no^y to be guiled away by our 
master in the guise of Rama. Seeta will soon find the im¬ 
perishable riches of the bridegroom and be pleased ; and 
Janaka, the devotee of Siva, will acquiesce in it and become 
pleased with his son-in-law, also a devotee of Siva. Therefore 
our king must 1)6 made to approach Janaka in the guise of 
Rama, accompanied by Yidyufjihwa in the guise of Kousika. 

Sitka. —Sir, well-thought. There must be something 
done also to prevent the return of that Kshatiiya-Brahman, 
vlio officiated at Trisankn’s sacrifice and who has gone to 
Ayotlhya. 

Sara —Friend, yon have spoken l ight. But who can 
do it if not lady Thataka? For, the Rakshasi bears the 
strength of a thousand elephants; she would assail under 
cover and if discovered she would be let off a3 a mere 
woman. Therefore you will please arrange with Thataka. 
I shall communicate this news to our master. 

(Fji'it Suka). 

Sam.—(Loolnrg in front, and with surprise'. What! 
the lady Thataka has appeared the moment she was thought 
of. In her descent from the sky, as she opens her mouth 
and makes a howl, her breasts bedecked with garlands of 
bones scatter the clouds around. The tresses of her hair 
fly in all directions being wafted by the wind caused by the 
fluttering wings of vultures which come to pick the flesh 
that clings to the palate. Seeing her at a distance, the 
heavenly damsels fly up in a hurry into the sky. 

Fnter Thataka as described \above. 

• Sara(Approaching), Lady, I salute thee. 

Tkata . —What ! Sarana? May you live long ! 

. Sara.— Lady, where do yotf‘go? 
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Thaia. —At the request of Parasurann, who is a relation 
of Kousika and a devotee of Siva, our Maharaja, Havana, also 
a devotee of Siva, has ordered me to go and prevent my son 
Mancha from causing hindraiic$ to the sacrifice of Viswa- 
niitra. 

Sara. — (Laughing). Look at the stratagem of this 
Kshatriya friend, the son of Gadhi. Lady, with the pretence 
of sacrifice, Janaka and Kousika have thus attempted to 
bring about the marriage of Seeta and Rama. 

Thaia. —Why should they pretend ? 

Sara. —They fear that our Maharaja may desire her 
hand- » 

Thata. —If so, I shall myself carry away Janaki to our 
Maharaja. 

Sara. —That must not be. If carried by force,, Seeta 
would not bestow her affect ions on Havana* Fmt her, as 
our Maharaja has faith in •Tanaka, who is a devotee to Siva, 
he vfould not acquiesce in it. Again, when on the Himalayas 
our lord forced Rambha, she cursed him. Tlit'vefore it \till 
be harmful to our Maharaja to force an unwilling woman. 
But you should do thus (uhinurs.) 

Tltaia. — (With jog). Boy, you have thought well. In tffiis 
way shall Seeta fall into \ !»<- hands of Havana. Il is proper to 
defraud those who attempt to defraud others. I shad take 
the help of Mancha am) kill that Viswamitra who will be 
sleeping quietly at night on the way, along with his 
attendants. You go to Lanka and make Havana start. 

(Exit.) 

Sara.— As it is not sure that Thataka will succeed, I 
shall go to send Mancha, the conjurer, with his attendants? 
ta give her help. (Exit ) 

(Here*ends the Interlude). 

Enter Havana with Vidyctjihwa and Sarana. 

» ]hs. —My twenty eyes yearn to see Stefa the daughter 

of Janaka, and my twenty arms throb likewise to embrace 
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Jier; why not I bum this form of mine which is not to her 
lieart's taste ; and yet it is a pijty that I hare to assume the 
form of a man, e It is not wrong n<St to display my innate 
violence of temper because I consider that king Janaka, whose 
standard is the plough, is a devotee of Siva. But how, alas! 
shall t wear this unseemly garb, setting aside my honour and 
dignity for the sake of his daughter ? 

Have done with your fear about loss of honour. 
Formerly, at the Swayamvara of D.imayanti, the guardian 

* spirits,—Indra, Yatna and others—trod the way which you 
are now to follow. It is not unprecedented. 

VitlyuL—(With hairs on end. To himself). Janaki is 
as inaccessible to our Lord as Damayanti was to the guardian 
spirits. (Aloud). 0, mighty king, the heart of Seeta, daugh¬ 
ter of 'the Earth, is subdued by child Itaghava born in 
ftaghu’s family. You cannot by any means turn that hea**t 
unfcoy r ou. Further, king Janak.v is your friend aud j ou 
hav^ much faith in him. Therefore the only straight way to 
attain.that girl is this. 

Das. —Yes, let it be. It is not right for me to reject 
whet you both say. Therefore, Sarana, you go and fetch tile 
puskpaha car in order that I may set out. 

Sara .—As my lord commands. {Exit.) 

Enter San AN A ivilh the Push pa ha, 

Maharaja, here is the car brought. 

VifbjuU —This is a witness to ynur world-wide conquests, 
with hangings of peat Is clouded by the heavy sighs of women 
whom you have brought captive to you, untouched by the 
winds from heaven for fear that the scents of their flowers 
will blow on it, and hidden by the clouds. Such a pusbpaka 
car is now getting down the sky. 

Das. — (Seeing the car and with fear and smile). Oh ! 
it seems to me that even this car is not as it was and pre- < 

• sumea to be new as if I am powerless and as if it thinks that 
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1 am Havana through mere fraud. For, the cars do not all 

step aside at sight of this as before ; the gods do not raise 

the folded hands and adore; the ftiddhas and Vidyadharas 

do not applaud as before ; no^/lo I hear as bofme the noie 

of the drums beaten with the hands of hen»enlv damsels 

« 

mingled with the uproars of intoxicated LUk&hasas. 

Fid.—Mighty king, it is not so. After the celebrater of 
the great festival of the marriage of Seeta subdued by the 
grasp of a form agreeable to her taste, when Janaka should 
exult at the acquisition of the lord of the world for his 
scn-in-law, and when the Maharaja should return with the 
maid glorying at your magnificence, this pusbpaka car will 
become what it was before. Therefore, my lord, please get up, 

Da6.—(Gets vp (he car along with Vidtjutjilnca). 

Bara % —Look, mighty king, look. Scarcely has your 
car got beyond the precincts of Lanka when even the ocean is 
unruffled, habited as it is by the turtle, the shark and fish ; 
here is the orb of the sun, devoid of heat, like a mirroy of 
precious stones ; and even the wind blows so gently as to 
move but the tender leaves of the sandal creeper. 

Vid .—Is this an object of wonder in this person of ten- 
heads who lifted and played with the Kylas mountain as with 
a ball, who took as captive the Indra ot the gods who quelled 
J/imbasura? and who is possessed of a deal of conjuring skill ? 

JJas. —( licjlecimj ). Against the Kylas mountain I dis¬ 
played the prowess of my arms and against the guardians of 
the eight corners of the Earth I displaced the skill in my 
!vnus ; and for one in my position it is but jmd that T should 
now display to king Janaka himself my skill in assuming 
ympes which I have not hitherto revealed. Therefore, Sarana, 
let the car go quick. • 

Sara .—Mighty king, do you not behold the quickness 
with which this car ascends. For, look aloft 1 as this car is 
roing up, the sky, mighty as the mountains, with its stars 
ippears to get down ; and here be low this Eaitb is going out 
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of bight; the seas around it appear as lines ; and the moun¬ 
tains of sunrise and sunset? filled with stones and trees and 
creepers appetir*all even. - * 


Vid — On ! with one boiyid has this quick car brought 
us to the holy hermitage of Visvvamitra. Behold! all 
round the hermitage there stand clusters of young trees 
laden and bent with innumerable fruits, and in the jungles 
that surround the hermitage you see the beasts and birds 
moving in peace and quiet, undisturbed. And behold here 
the waters of the Kousiki river dashing against the rough 
stones on the slopes of the hill and flowing fast by the bower 
onrushes that grow on its banks; the wild elephants play in 
plucking with their trunks stalks of lotus that grow in this 
river; and on both banks of this river are birds cooing away 
in their intoxicated joy. 

Das.—(Looking at Sctrana, Kith anxiety ). Let our car 
descend in the direction where blows the wind through the 
lotus llowers soft as the breath of Seeta, and wherefthe 
Chakravaka birds fly up in pairs and make noise, frightened 
at the shaking of the tresses on the heads of the sages doing 

penance with their bodies plunged to the neck in the water. 

§ 

Sara -—Mighty king, the puslipaka car lias got down in 
accord with your desires. We shall all get down from the 
car at this beautiful Jvousika region. (They all yd duicn the 
car.) 


Das .—Let this car remain here invisible to anybody till 
we return. 

Sara .—Hereafter we shall all resort to the art of Thirds- 
harani (magic) and roam about in this place unseen by any. 
For, here, at the feet of those lofty spreading trees that 
grow around are tiger skins and darla seats lying close aftd 
thick? and on their boughs bang bright deerskins and barks; 

’ and therefore it appears to be the hermitage of Viswaniitra. 

Das.—Sarana has spoken the truth. For, we shouldi 
learn in secret all that takes place here. 
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VLl —( Shuts his eye and reflects on ihe magic art ) 

Idas. —Who arc these two Brahmacharis who with sacri¬ 
ficial sticks and grass in their hands, come hither looking all 
round ? They are coming towards us. 

Sard — Sire, they may be the disciples of Viswamitra. 

Elder TWO Biuum\chaiu boys. 

First —At the time of his departure to the city of 
Ayodhya, the mighty sage Viswamitra left me injunctions to 
preserve the fb eat the Agnihotra Sda. Therefore 1 have 
brought sacrificial sticks and Darba grass from Kousiki 
banks. (Conies round ) 

Second—l have now brought sacrificial sticks and gtass 
in accordance with the orders of sage Satananda who is the 
family priest of king -i an aka and the son of Gautama. There¬ 
fore I should go to the home of king Junaka. (Comics round.) 

Ftiend Satyavrita, how long is king Janaka to stay in 
the hermitage of Kousika ? Tell me, if yon know it. 

* First —-Till the final ablution of my family priest Viswa¬ 
mitra after the close of the sacrifice. 


Das. —These two appear to be the disciples respectively 
/)f Viswamitra and Satananda. Therefore we shall, under 
cover, hear what these talk to each other. 

Far. —Mighty king, do you not see that Vidyutjihwa 
has put into practice his magic art ? Therefore, what need is 
there to be hiding ? 

Bds. —( Willi joy). What shall I say of the glory of the 
art- Mot only are we invisible to others, but what we speak 
is not also heard by them. 

Vkl, —Mighty king, we shall roam about here fearlessly. 

Second —Satyavrata, when there are Rakshasas who are 
prone to destroy th$ sacrifice, how may Viswamitra begin to 
perform one ? 

Saiyob. —Devavrata, listen. At the time that this Vissra- 
rnitra, in his wrath, set about to create a new heaven, all the 
gods began to tremble and extolled his virtues to the deafen- 
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ing of his ears as you know. And when h6 was thus in hia 
wrath, did not the God Brahma himself, wringing hia hand3 
in trepidation', Come from the Satyaloka to this Earth and 
appease his anger? And what fear will Viswamitra, such a 
treasure of penance, have for the Rakshasas ? 

17/2.—Saraua, did you hear this Brahman boy’s speech ? 

Sura .—Therefore it is that our Maharaja has sent Mari* 
cha, the ski 1 led conjurer, to attack Viswamitra. 

Vid -—This is but just. For, this Maricha, when he 
formerly fought with the gods, wrought fear in them by dis¬ 
playing the unparalleled force of his magic and covering the 
skies now with pitch darkness, now with mighty clouds, now 
with smoke and anon with dust. 

Das.—(Looking at Vidyutjihwa with affection and respect). 
Vidyutjihwa, as the snake alone knows the feet of the snake, 
the force cf Maricha’s magic is known only to you, the 
Offtrjurer, 

Be vavmia —My friend, you said that Viswamitra was a 
great treasure of penance, and that is perfectly true. For, 
behold ! In his hermitage here, when the lijn yawns, the 
young elephant fearlessly drags with its trunk the fangs of 
the lion which shows themselves out in all the whiteness of a 
lotus-stalk. Again, this young calf? while its mother has 
gone out grazing, sucks at the teats of the tigress dwelling in 
the cave. Further, who in the world can fathom the might 
of this glorious person who rescued from danger Sunassepa, 
who, being sold away by his parents and tied to a sacrificial 
stake as a sheep was blinking all around not knowing how to 
protect himself. 

Fid—It would seem that this Brahman boy does not 
know the force of Maricha’s magic. Therefore it is that he 
talks thus. 

Sura .—Let it be. What harm is it ? It is usual with 
every person to extol his own connections. 

Vid.-~ Let this be. But look at Maricha^ skill. This 
Maricha, unseen by any, entered the sacrificial altar where 



three fires were burning, killed the priests who were there, 

broke the vessels that were to be used for *the sacrifice, ate 

• • 

the beasts that had been tied there, took away the oblations, 
put on an ugly face and fri^lffcened all the wives of the sages. 
Who does not know that it is difficult to control such a 
Mariclia ? 

Saiga .—Therefore it is that sago Viswamitra, aspiring 
without doubt to perform the sacrifice, has gone to the city 
of Ayodhya to invite his dear friend, king Dasaratka, who is 
the glory of the Ikshwaku family. 

Sa'a.—(Smiling in anger). This Viswamitra has # for- 
gotten that lie entreated our Maharaja, through Parasurama, 
not to frustrate hi« sacrifice. And now indeed he is going 
to perform the sacrifice fearlessly. 

VU. — Sarana, why should you get enraged at what that 
fool of a Brahman said? Whatever 'Viswamitra does is 
secret. 

Sara —His entreaty to our Maharaja through Parasu¬ 
rama has not been revealed even to his disciples. What does 
’he gain by doing so ? 

Vid .—In order that those who surround him may all 
believe in him that he is capable of executing their business, 
You said that Janaka had arranged with him to get a son-in- 
law for him. That is why he does all this* 

Sara-— (Laughing). Thinking that this person is a man 
of power, that deceitful Janaka has made this arrangement. 
Let me narrate his prowess. This Kausika is indeed a 
mighty man who went to do penance not knowing what to do 
when the army of the Sakas and Miechas, created out of the 
body of Vasishta’s srffcred cow, broke his standard, threw down 
his chariot-horses, broke his chariot, cut his bow and drove 
him afar from the field of fight. 

Dna.—l hear that through the glor^ of the sacrifice 
which Rishya Srioga performed for that king Dasaratha, 
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four sons have been born unto him and that they are under¬ 
going the rites pf Brahmacharis., 

Sutya ,—I hear that of those four sons, llama the efful¬ 
gent who abides by his father’s wish, is highly virtuous, 
standing like Brahma among all the creation. 

Das.—(With jealousy). What did this Brahman boy 
say ? 

Vid .—Mighty king, men say so. 

Sara ,—That is why Janaki has cast her desires on him. 
And that is the very reason why Maharaja also has taken up 
thejorm of that Rama in order to marry Janaki. 

Leva.—(Nodding his head). I have heard the priest 
Satananda, son of Gautama? often telling to Janaka of the 
virtues of Rama, befitting his name; that this Rama is a 
great warrior, is fridnd to all, is patient though brave? 
possesses power without pride, does not swerve from the duties 
of a Ksliatriya which bestow good on all the world. knows 
the duties w’ell, is pure in mind and body, is truthful? is 
merciful to the poor, diligent and intelligent, and skilled in 
the arts of the weapons so that he might be called the lord 
of tb,3 world. 

Das.—(To himself, with hair on end). What! do all 
these virtues really find a place in him ? (Aloud) This 
Brahman boy is repeating the ravings of that Satananda the 
unworthy son of Gautama, before king Janaka whose food 
he is eating. 

Vuh — (Perturbed). Sarana, our Maharaja had for a long 
time been keeping in custody the Devendra w T ho in a night 
clandestinely had intercourse with Ahalya, the mother of this 
Satananda, and ravished her. Instead of praising our 
Maharaja, the lord of Lanka, who did him such good, this 
son of the harlot Ahalya is extolling Rama ! 

Salya.-- Therefore it is I think that Janaka has approved 
of Sita falling of her own accord in love with Rama possessed 
.of such virtues. 
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Sara.— 1 This wicked Satananda, by often extolling Rama 
has accelerated the lov$ # which Sita has for t him. 

Das. —The statement that Sita is in love with Rama 
cleaves my vital parts on one side. And when I hear her 
story, Cupid cleaves me on the other side with his merciless % 
arrows. 

Vid. — (Heaving a sigh in anger), Maricha should first 
kill Satananda, the son of Ahalya, and then others. Let that 
be. This Satananda, the son of Gautama, might have said 
so without fear 5 but how did Janaka, the friend of our 
Maharaja, give ear unto it ? 

Deva. —Yes, yes. But Janaka, hearing my preceptor 
Satananda thus praising Rama, says thus— 

Sahja.-~ What does he say ? (Others also listen anxiously), 

Deva .— “ My daughter Sita is in love with Rama. You 
are also constantly extolling Rama. It is but just also to 
make a match between the Solar and the Lunar fajnilies. 
But I fear that the fulfilment is difficult.” 

Vid .—Well done? king Janaka? well done ! You have 
spoken on gpod reflection. 

Das. —Is he not a wise man ? 

Sara.-— How may this happen when yon, our Maharaja, 
aspire to the hand of Sita ? 

Satya .—Why did he say so ? 

Deva. —Listen to the end what King Janaka said: “I 
hear people say that Ravana, the son of Kekasi, loves my 
daughter Sita, and is to a3k me to bestow her on him in 
marriage. Therefore, if the ten-headed Ravana, possessed of 
powerful arm famed in all the three worlds, who is the granck- 
8on of Brahma, who is the highest among Siva’s devotees and 
who is my friend, should desire my daughter and entreat me, 
how can I give my daughter whose heart is on none other 
than Rama ? Or how may my tongue say nay unto it ? The 
thought of this pains me much. 5 ’ 
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fid.—AThat king Janaka said to Satananda is very 

just. 

Das.—[Shedding tears of joy). Oh Janaka, oh my friend, 
you need not be sorry. Will I fji*t you to soirow ? 

Sara. —Mighty king, you are not going to ask for the 
daughter in your true form. You are going to marry in the 
guise of Rama. 

Satya. — (Laughing). Did king Janaka say so ? Listen 
to Havana’s deeds of valour. Is this Havana the person of 
world-famed prowess who, of old, when caught in the armpit 
of Va4i, the highest of the monkeys, shook himself in the 
attempt to get out of it with his ten heads in front and his 
four legs behind, without being able to take out his twenty 
hands ? 

Das. — (In anger). I shall twist the neck of that wicked 
Brahman boy. (Gets atp, hut is prevented by the two persons 
standing near). 

Vid. —Oh fool, do not you know this? Do you not 
know that with his hundred fingers he plucked from beneath 
all the roots around, so that mount Kylas slid down and fell 
into bis twenty hands, and at that time Parvati trembled and 
went and embraced Siva who then grew overjoyed and extolled 
this Havana ? Do you not know that many such virtues 
inhabit Ravana the lord of the Rakshaeas ? 

Das — (Modestly). Oh Vidyutjihwa, it is not right to 
say that the praiseworthy lord extolled me. Listen to what 
1 say. In days of yore when I was performing severe penance, 
Siva, the moon-crested deity said “ 5 *pu have grown very 
lean by penance” and patted me kindly on my back with his 
hand made red by the saffron from the breasts of Parvati. 

jDmi.— 0 Satyavrata, what you say is not right. If 
at\y one fail on a particular occasion to display his prowess, 
what is there of blame in him ? 

Das. — (Laughing in tonceit ). How was it a failure of 
jrv prowess ? A menkev, by name Yali, vainly thinking that 
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he was very strong, came to fight with me and without 
knowing my prowess, .be caught me in hfe armpit. Then 
when I gave a thrust he grew dizzy and left me and made 
friendship with me. I do not know how I failed here to 
show my prowess. Some how or other I have got a bad, 
repute. 

Sara —What do fools know about the pyowesa of you,' 
the lord of Lanka ? What 13 Vali, a simple monkey, before 
you who have the ability to lift and throw the mount Kailas 
with ten of your hands and hold it carelessly with the other 
ten hands ? 

Sahja .—0 Devavrata, cease attempting to hide the 
shame of Ravana, the lord of Lanka. Formerly, Karta Virya 
Arjuna stopped the fl >od of the river Rewa with his five 
hundred hands, and with the other 500 hands dragged his 
wives by their clothes and tresses, scattered the water on 
them and sported to his heart’s content when in the flush of 
fight Havana came to fight with him and Was made captive 
by him. 

Das. —What! this wicked fellow, the disciple j>f that 
low-born sage Vis warm tra who performed the sacrifice for 
King Trisanlni, is also raving like his Guru. Therefore ha 
must be made a pray to the Rakshasas. 

Deva .—Let that be. Listen to this. Once before, to 
the wonder of the Devas and Danavas, Ravana freed all the 
people who were suffering in a horrible hell and was being 
extolled by them when by the loud roar set up by this Ravana 
the buffalo who was the vehicle of Yama ran in terror and 
Varna fell down and the Rakshasas laughed at it. May wo 
extol or censure sfach a Ravana ? 

Vid.—O Devavrata, your words make you fit to Jbe 
praised. ^ 

Sara.— It is not only he but also that person to whom 
he is a disciple. 

t 
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Das ,—I think that all people in the world who are 
connected with ' King Janaka are f my friends. By the 
connection with Champaka flower ^ does not the box which 
contained it also throw odours ? c . 

f Sali/a .—Why should we vainly fight in words? It 13 

time. We shall go to our hermitage. (Exeunt both). 

Das ,—We shall go to the forest on Kousiki banks by 

r\ 0 

this beautiful grove of mango trees and understand what 
takes place in the several places and go to the habitation of 
King Janaka who has earned a name for merit by the birth 
of Sitfa. 

Vid. and Sara.—k s our Miharaja desires. (Exeunt), 
(Here ends the First Act). 


ACT II. 

Enter Athri and Anasuya. 

Afhrl— Anasuya? 1 am invited for the sacrifice which 
the great sage Visvamitra is going to perform. And I have 
come with you to his hermitage. But what Bhall we buy 
and take for child Sita who lias come here with Janaka ? 

Ana .—Do not you know that I have with me the white 
silk and sandal given by the gods ? Do not you know that 
a family woman who wears these two things need have no 
fear of Yakshas, Rakshasas or other evil spirits and that their 
innate good-nature will not desert her ? 

Athri .—'This is right. I hear that Havana is trying to 
get Janaki in marriage. (Looking in front) Who is this who 
brings here the wet lotus leaves with their stalks ? 

, Ana .—It looks like Sucharita the companion of Sita the 
daughter of King Videha. Seeing that she carries these [ 
think Janaki is troubled either by the fire of love or by 
walking in the hot sun. 

Aihri — (Reieeting.) Yes, it must be by love, For hav^ 
I seen by my meditation that Janaki, having seen the hand 
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some and mighty Rama, has fallen in love with him and 
being always devoted Jo Wim has come to\ disregard other 
things and is lying on the bed of flowers surrounded by her 
companions. But we shall gd to Janaka himself. (Exeunt ) 

(Here ends the Prelude). 

Enter Ravana until Sarana and Vidyutjihwa. 

Das .—In niy mind there arise an unspeakable joy and 
surprise that I have in prospect the sight of yMing Sita who* 
rose from Janaka’s sacrificial ground and whose beauty puts 
even Rati to shame. Therefore, Sarana, tell me which way to 
take to go to Kousika’s hermitage. 

Sara. —Here, by the south of the Kimsuka forest which 
lies to the north of Vihanga forest. 

Yid .—Mighty king, here is the way. (All come round.) 

Das. —Sarana, what, is there a pleasure-garden even on 
Kousiki banks ? 

Sara. —No> no. This new hermitage of the sage 
(Viswamitra) give's you pleasure by the voice, of the cflckoo 
singing sweetly in eostaey on the mango trees that spread 
around the hermitage, by smelling the sweet odours which 
the sprouting Vakula buds scatter all round, and bj* tbe 
thought of lying the cool shade of the Areca and plantain 
troe3 which grow in luxuriance and beauty. 

Vid. —Lo, how charming is a sage’s hermitage! Here 
are the ripe fruits of the spreading areca trees falling down 
unplucked ; the red plantain trees are all shaking with their 
bent heads owing to the full crop of ripe fruits; the wind 
blows slowly ; the sweet fruits of the mango trees lie dropped 
at their feet; and here hang bunches of cocoanuts from the 
cocoanut trees like the breasts of young damsels. 

(Behind the scenes). 

Since my dear friend Silavati went to fetch the drawing 
materials and Sucbarita went to fetch the lotus leaves 
lequired for my cool treatment, Cupid who found I am alone, 
is tormenting me heavily. Oh> what shall I do ? 
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Das—(Listening). It looks like the cooing of the 
female cuckoo 'who, with a desiredo mate, sings sweetly 
after eating the tender leaves of,,the mango tree. 

Sar .—Mighty king, this is not the cooing of the cuckoo 
r for it is not merely pleasing to the ear; this seems distin¬ 
guishable; I think it is the voice of a female parrot. 

(Again, behind the scenes.) 

Oh Cupid; whose arrows, are the flowers, I shall forfeit 
my life before thee after once drawing the picture of my 
lord«md looking at it. Please wait a little. 

Las, —( Listening ). It looks like a piteoii3 woman weeping 
over the separation of her husband. Therefore I should look 
all round and find out who she is. For her voice is like the 

0 

cooing of the cuckoo and the song of the parrot; therefore her 
beauty should be famous in all the three worlds. 

Sara. — As my lord commands. [Goes round. Thou 
enters(hi wonder ). Mighty king, there is none to be seen 
anywhere though searched. 

Das.—[Getting up in wonder and looking). What! there 
is no bne to be seen! What a great wonder this is 1 

(Behind the scenes). 

However much I have entreated Cupid, he is tormenting 
me without the least pity. 

Sara. —What! the person who still speaks is not to be 
seen ! 

Las .—What wonder this is! it rains nectar, but no sky 
is seen ! 

Vid .—All things connected with sage’s hermitages are 
beyond the rpind’s conception. 

(Behind the scenes), 

I should now take poison and die! 

All—(Listening). It is certain that a woman is weeping 
over the pangs of love. But she is not visible to our eyes* 
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(Euler the attendant Sucharila throwing the curtain aside 
and holding the lotyis stalks and leaves her haivl). 

Such .—Dear companion, do not say such inauspicious 
words. 


(Enter Seeta lying on a bed of tender leaves). 

Sit a— Or, 1 should enjoy the happiness of seeing the 
moon-like face of my lord ! (Swoons). 

Such.— Dear, take heart, take heart? (Fans with the 
lotus leaf). 

lias .—It is cerain that a damsel, with lo*u.s-like eyes, 
has swooned, weeeping for her husband : for her dear com¬ 
panion is standing near her and fanning her with lotus leaves. 
I have not the fortune to look at the damsel who so repines 
for love. But why should 1 grieve ? Even a diamond stone 
would break at sight of a woman in this condition; 

Sara .—That woman is not visible. But her attendant 
is visible. What wonder is this ! 

Vid,—That also will appear to us in time! 

Such —Alas! Alas ! her torment has gone beyond limits. 
Therefore I shall sprinkle the juice of the sandal buds^over 
her. 

(Extracts juice from the Sandal buds with her hands'). 


Das .—This attendant’s body has lost its tenderness, 
though possesing eyes like those of a young antelope, because 
of her extracting the juice of the sandal sprouts with the 
machine of her hands. 

Such—(Extracting). Dear companion, I shall daub thee 
with this sandal juice that I have extracted. Does this give 
jeomfort ? 

$ita.—(Collecting a little). Alas! how long shall 1 be 
giving trouble to my companions thus ? 

, Such —I just hear that your dear lord is to come 
to-morrow. 

Sara —Who may be her husband? 



* jDc*», — He who has done meritorious deeds. 

Sita—U ortQ may live to-day, one may pray for to¬ 
morrow. 

Das —He is the man of merit who has created this 
, unbearable fire of love in this girl with eyes resembling the 
blue lily. But because he is indifferent to her, he may be 
said to be a sinner. 

^uch.— Friend, do not say so; draw your husband in 
the picture atfd somehow while away a day. 

Enter Silavati with the materials jor drawing. 

# 

Sila .—Dear friend, this is the drawing board and these 
are the instruments for drawing. ( Gives them). 

Such,— Dear friend, take heart somehow and draw the 
picture oT your husband on the board. (Sita gets the draw¬ 
ing board and trembles from head to foot.) 

Such,’—Bear friend, why do you hesitate ? 

Sita .—Sucharita, what question do you ask ? She will 
be thinking only of that great man whom she saw in her 
dream. 

9 Sara. —Mighty king, yon grow in happiness. Whtf 
else is mighty other than you ? 

jDas. —It pleases me. Bub let us see further. 

Sita,— I have given up my heavy sense of shame and 
have with difficulty picked up courage. Therefore, fever, it 
you will leave me for a while you will attain much merit. 
(draws a little ). 

I Das. —That every line of the picture which the lotus- 

! eyed damsel draw's on the board with such clearness and 

[ beauty becomes visible on close seeing and the fact that \ 

hear the soft tinkle of her bracelet as she draws makes me 

understand that she draws the picture of her husband. 

* 

Sita.— Sucharita, my mind is shy at the thought that it 
is vain to draw the pioture of a person whom I cannot get 
[Sheds tears.) 
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Das. —Surely she is crying:, for the tears which wash Jffie 
paint in her eyes and the saffron off her cheeks appear like 
the bee touched with tte lotus-dust. » * 

Sikh. —Dear friend, dp # not cry. You*will easily get 
your dear lord, 

(Sita rubs her face and draws again). 

Siia — {Aside.) Oh Sucliarita, our dear friend Sita her¬ 
self seen.s to have much love for him. Fm* whenever sha 
thinks of him, her cheeks bristle with the hairs*, whenever 
she draws her fingers tremble. Through joy she opens her 
eyes wide and looks steadily at the picture. 

# 

Such. —She desires to draw as she saw in the dream. 

Das. — (Listening.) Oh, my mind, why do you feel 

eager in vain ? See also what comes next. 

Sita—[After drawing. To herself) I have at-ith much 
difficulty drawn the likeness of my husband as I saw him in 
n^y dream, with a body blue like the Neelotpafa , with eyes 
long and red stretching to the ears and with long anc^stout 
arms. 

(With, jag in Sanskrit.) I should now draw the bow in 
this my lovers hand, the quiver on the shoulder’s baqjt, the 
sacred ash on the chest and the zone of munji grass on the 
waist. I should also draw the whiskers on his face which 
look like a row of bees on the lotus of his face. 

(Dratcs again.) 

Das. — (Seeing the picture, [leaves a sigh. To himself). 
What! this appears to be another! My mind, why dost thou 
fondly desire ? 

Sita—(After drawing, raising her jolded hands in reiercnce 
to the husband in the picture). (In Sans bit). Oh, my dear 
lord, this south wtod is now pouring embers of fire on me. 
Alas ! even this cold-beamed moon bathes me in fire. What 
shall I say of this cruel deed of Cupid. Therefore, my dear 
lord, you should not by any means neglect me; again, you 
protector of my honour,— (Breaks in the middle). (To herself). 
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I took the picture to he my husband and have begun to 
chastise him ! .{'fries io conceal tchat she spoke)* 

tiiia—{Lqjirj/dn{i). Dear friend, you began to say some¬ 
thing and stopped in the mickl'id. 

Sit a—(With modesty). My friend, there is nothing 
more. 1 have drawn in fail the picture of my dear lord. 

The companions.—(Looking at the picture and io each 
other). I think that the love of our dear friend to this person 
is appropriate^ to the stature given to him in the picture. 

t Sara. —( Seeing, and with astonishment). The eyes in 
his face are long and broad like the lotus-petals; the two 
arms are long like the yoke, the chest is broad and big, the 
waist is very thin ; and the two legs possess emblems of 
imperial dignity. Who is this great man ? 1 have not seen 
his like in all the three worlds. 

Das — {To himself). This frame of this person, blue like 
a forest garland of blue lilies, is enough to give pleasure even 
to an enemy’s eyes ; his majestic form, fit to be extolled by 
the wise bespeaks a grandeur not to be attained by others. 

{Aloud ).—Vidyutjihwa, look at the person drawn in the 
picture. 

Vid .—I am looking at him. The two red ends of his 
eyes bespeak a great soul; the light marks of the sacred ashes 
on his chest say that he is a Brahmachari; the light tasteful 
whiskers on his face mark him a young man ; and the bow in 
bis Hand tells us that he is a Kshatriya. 

Situ .—Sucharita, look at tins (Shows the picture). 

Such. — (Laughing). What is the use of my looking at 
it, my dear friend ? If your lord sees all this he will present 
you with a precious bracelet for your lotus-like hand. 

Das. —.—Sucharita spoke the truth. For the^ines she has 
drawn and the colours she has used are clearly distinguishable; 
the, limits are in their proper 'places; and this picture has 
been clearly drawn so that it is true to life, Her Bkiil is 



unparalleled in the world, and the picture gives joy to all wlfo 
see it. 

Sita —Sucharitaj hear what I say : anticipating the 
dexterity of our dear friend, t*<3 bracelets have already been 
put by you on her hands, which were given to your hands by 
Kousika to be pub on Janakee’s hands for her protection and 
which bear the jewel named i?< ifakasandham Karam (canting 
invisibility to the demons). 

(Dasanana and Sarana hear and look at ench*other). 

Vid — (Laughing). I have heard what had to be beard 
and known'what ought to be known. This is Sita, and tlfis 
[taina • and she was not seen by us: and he has been drawn 
by her. 

Das. —Is this the fellow, Kama, who is proud of the love 
of this daughter of the king of the Videhas ? (Looking at the 
picture and with anger). You fellow, whb came to destroy 
the Raghu family, do not be proiul that your person is fit to 
be dedred by Sita ; Mireecha whom l have sent to kill you 
will net leave you unslain. 

. Sam. —Mighty king, look at the immodesty # of Rousjka 
who gave her the bracelet set with the Jewel of liaksha - 
sandhamkarana. Surely he must have thought that you would 
cai ry her away as soon as you see her. 

Vid. —That is it. This Kshatriya-Brahman (Viswamitm) 
is indeed a clever fellow. 

Dis. — {Looking at the sky ; a?id with anger and laughter )> 
O you base born Kousika, you are capable of creating a 
heaven, but shall not be able to humble Mareecha in battle; 
you can convert Ramhha into a stone, but cannot quell 
Tfialaka in battle; yo*i were able to protect Trismku, but 
you are not able to protect this Raghava from me ; therefore 
I think you do all this only to die at my hands. 

* Sara —What do you say “ you do this to die’ 1 ? He i$ 
dead already. 

3 



Das,—(In anxiety ). Lefc that be; think of a plan to 
Bee Janaki. 

Sara ,—I hare already thought over it. 

Das. — (ExuUingly). What is that? 

Sara.—(Whispering in the ear). It is this. ( Tells Hie 
plan). 

Dai.—(Laughing). You have done a skilful thing* For 
the purpose of getting the bracelet, put on the guise of a 
sage from Ayodhya. 

Sara .—So shall I. (Gets up ani enters in the garb of a 
sage). I am a person of Ayodhya, and am oppressed with 
the4atigue of the journey. Oh, who is there ? Please allay 
my fatigue by giving me a cool shade or by fanning me 
(swoons). 

Yid.— My Lord, look at Sarana’s skill. The loose 
braid of yellow which lie wears, his face with the sacred ashes 
wet by the sweat, the stick in his hand and the loose antelope 
skin make one believe that he is a liislii. 

Sita—(In confusion). I hear one is come from Ayodhya ; 
therefore, Sucharita please entertain that Brahman. 

Such. —0 Brahman, refresh yourself. ( Fans him with a 
lotus leaf}. 

Muni.—!Opening his eyes). By your favor to me for no 
reason l have got back my life. 

Such.—(To herself). By luck, the Brahman has 
recovered consciousness. (Aloud). Who are you and whence 
do you‘come ? 

t * 

Muni .—You know of the first-born son of king 
Dasaralha. 

Sila- (In confusion). What of him ? 

’< Das.—(With Jealousy). Destroy jd by Mareecha at 
. Thataka’s instance. * 

Such.— Brahman, go on, please, 

Muni.— My tongue is dry. 
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Das. — (Laughing), Why does not your tongue break lor 
telling an unpleasant thjngl* 

Sifft—(Trembling). He seems to be about to tell an 
unpleasant news (Grieves). 

Si la. —Friend, give water to the Brahman to drink* 
We shall hear the rest then. 

(Sacharila brings water from the river in a lotus leaf 

and offers it). 

Muni .—I shall not drink water given by female 
attendants. 

Sitw—(Shedding tears). As the Brahman will not £rink 
water and i3 feeling sorry, I think some mischance has come 
to nr; lord. 

Muni—(To himself). Not only for him, but to Kousika 
who loves him. (Aloud). Be done with thy alarms. Owing 
to my having taken up a vow I do not chink water given by 
a •woman, truly. 

Such .—My lord, please tell further. 

Sila —Now is my heart between the fire and nectar. 

Muni .—By seeing me in this condition, my parent who 
love me will grieve. 

Fid .—(In jest). Not only they, but the Bakshasa race 
itself at seeing you in an uncomely disguise. 

Sit a —What i3 this saying when my heart is thus 
tormented. 

Sila,—Thh is surely a Rakshasa who has thus causesd 
our dear friend to tremble and does not tell anything further. 

Muni.—(To himself in fear). How was I known by her ? 
(deflecting). This could not be. (Aloud). I am a dear friend 
of that Ramabhadre*. 

Das.—(Laughing). What doubt is there ? Since you 
first began to kill him. 

Sita —This is not enough for me to take heart. 

Such.— Brahman, tell, tell. What brought you here ? 
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, Muni .—I shall tell you everything. I suppose you arc 

not in favour of Havana ? 

• c ' 

SHa—(To herself/ He must certainly be a great friend 
©f my dear lord, because lie snrp so. 

Sila. —Friend Sucharita, who is this Dasagreeva? 

Las. —(In anger). Cursed be you fool, you do not 
know the person who has conquered all the three worlds. 

Muni.— ttThia Havana lilted the mount of Siva, was 
bowed unto by India with his crest, has the healed marks o^ 
the wound caused by the sharp and cruel disc of Vishnu and 
is the great-giand*son of Lord Brahma, the creator of the 
Universe; and how is his name not heard by you ? 

Sila—(Coolhj). What of the narration of his virtues \ 
When he is hated by all as a Rakshasa. 

Las '.— ( With a wry face). Vidyufjihwa, I have heard 
what had to be heard. 

c 

VuL —Therefore it is that I see no other way to influence 
her tjian to put on the guise of Rama. 

Las —This is not possible for Havana. For, is it right 
that I should desire her who does not love me of her own 
aecoiyi; is it advisable that I should, to influence her, take the 
guise of that creature, man ; or is it right to defraud one who 
lias been my friend from boyhood ; and is it not belter to 
abandon this desire which is likely to ruin my name and 
fame ? 

Vid. —Mighty king, why should yru lose heart for no 
reason?’ What is named deceit is our family property. If 
by deceit she is taken she will in time submit. 

Such. —Friend Seelavati, do you not know' that lord of 
Lanka whom father Janaka would praise as his diar friend. 

Dc/s.—It is on account of that friendship that Janaki is 
not carried away by me, 

Sila.— 0 Brahman, that Havana has been brought to 
mind. We are not Rakslu.sees in favour of him ; but this is 
•Janaki and myself and this woman are her companions. 



Muni—(To himself.) Adas! is this Janaki ? 

(Bends a^d Idohs at the earthy* 

Sutjji .—My lord, now say without fear. 

Sila —Brahman, if you'tell good tidings, Janaki will 
give you a pair of bracelets as a present to you. 

Muni—(To himself.) This attempt is for that, 

(Aloud.) What else is to be said? 

Sita — (Trembling.) Is my lord, the ornament of this 
world? dead ? (Swoons.) • 

Companions —Friend Janaki, who art friendly to thy 
companions, who art like the beautiful light of the wdrld, 
why dost thou leave 113 so long acquainted with thee and 
attempt to give up thy life along with thy dear lord ? (They 

weep.) 

Muni— What! why should you all weep without cause ? 

I have not told all the news yet. 

Companions —Dear friend, do not lose heart, let us hear 
the rest o( the news. 

Sita—(Picks up courage and looks at the Muni.) 

Muni— Sage Kousika who is the embodiment of thy 
merits, is to day to fetch the Cupid-like Rama here • you 
ought to rejoice ; why do you grieve? 

Das. — (Laughing.) Sarana, even assuming the guise 
of a sage, why do you tell a lie like this ? Say rather that 
Vidyatjihva fetches Havana. 

Companions— Friend, thy fortune is unparalleled. (Sita 
gels up in jog and confusion, takes the jewelled bracelets from of 
her hand and puts them into Sarana's hand.) 

J)xs,— f In surprise.) The earth, the sky and all tho 
Indirections are emblazoned by drops of molten gold so much* 
| so that the whole universe seem3 to be pervaded without a 
speck of cloud, by streaks of lightning shining like so many 
j streaks of saffron. 

What a wonder is this ? Ere I could open my eyes 
closed in the dazzle of the light and cast them around, I see 
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before me the form of a woman formed as it were of streaks of 
lightning and uncommon in the- world. 

(Behind ike scenes.) 

i * 

The sage Athri, with his wife Anasuya, has com6 to 
witness the sacrifice to be performed by Viswamitra. There¬ 
fore, Janaka, who has offered Argluja to him, calls Janaki his 
daughter to bow to him. 

Sila. —Dear friend, good luck brings you increased 
prosperity ; for, you have the fortune to visit Anasuya, the 
old and honorable woman whose sight dispels all sin. 

Sita — (In surprise ) 1 am much pleased. We shall 
therefore go. (Dxevnl). 

Das .—Alas; that beautiful damsel has gone out of my 
sight. I do not see her face beautiful as the image of the 
moon or her big expansive breasts or the waist of the gii'i 
with her beautiful eye-lashes; but I saw merely her lock of 
hair which looked like the sword of cupid. The cursed fate 
would not brook to allow me to see her other parts. 

Hd.—When she gave away her bracelets to Sarana, did 
you })ot notice her hands soft as a tender leaf ? 

Das.— Ah! well have you reminded me. I remember 
seeing her hands which were as beautiful as the inner side of 
the full-blown lotus, which bore on it a golden ring and 
which had fingers red and curved like the nose of a parrot. 
If I should only get her hands which humble tho pride of 
the lotus*in beauty and which bore handsome bracelets, I do 
not care for the royal princesses whom I have led captive to 
my desires, I do not care if the heavenly damsels I have 
taken captive be with me or with Indra; for I shall have no 

U3e of them. * 

* 

Vid. —Is this difficult of attainment it you put on the 
guise of Rama ? 

Das.—-It is not fit for me to assume the guise of a man ; 
but for the sake of obtaining that Janaki who is a light unto 
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he world I shall put on that disguise. You make haste also 
to put oil the guise of I^ouglka, »» 

Vyl .—I have already put on the guise of Kousika; 
Sarana will assume the fornf 6t Lakshmana. 

Sara. —The greatness of the sage is indescribable 
for, when I received the golden bracelets which were on her 
hands, 1 did not know myself. (Looking around ). Jn the 
h&ste to see their kinspeople, the girls have foi§otton to take 
the picture too ; therefore T shall take this picture and give 
it to my lord Havana. (Taking Ihe picture in hand). My 
lord, these are the bracelets she gave. This is the piatuie 
she drew. (Shows it to Havana), 

Yid. —Mighty king, look at these two bracelets set with 
the Jewel of Rakshasandham ha ran am and this picture of 
Hama. 

Das. —Throw away these two bracelets which did not 
show that matron to me and this picture where her lover 19 
depicted. 

Sara .—My lord, what shall I say ? Since you have put 
on those bracelets, you are also invisible to the eye. 

• rR-Yes, if so, cast it somewhere out ot sight i» the 
car ; it will be of use sometime or other. 

Sara.—I shall do so. (Hides it). 

Das .—Alas! for the sake of enjoying the festivities of 
the marriage with this Seeta, I have to defraud my friend, 
King Janaka, and to take up this despicable form of man. 

(Exeunt). 

(Tlere ends the Second Ad). 

ACT III. 

INTERLUDE. 

Enter Makeecha. 

Mar —(Reflecting.) How came I out of the sea, a hund¬ 
red yojanas wide wherein I sank as I was wandering in the 
sky, my joints becoming loose in the whirling wind caused 



by the huge weapon which that Kshatriya boy aimed at me ? 
Ah ! the prow®^ of that Kshatriya ^oy ia unparalleled. For, 
on his bending the bow and darting a keen arrow^, a whole 
army fell, and, alas! at its sl<fhfc, even the sorcerer Subahu ? 
who all the while lay concealed in the mass of clouds, lost his 
life. Further, when that strong Kshatriya boy had controlled 
the sorcerer-like dust by the storm of his arrows he saw 
Thataka in vront and being disgusted to find that she was 
a woman lie .withdrew his hand from the bow which he had 
strung, but yet one arrow from it darted in haste and quelled 
Ti\ataka. (In grief ) Alas! mother, alas ! Thataka, who art 
fond of thy boy, who art as strong as a thousand elephants, 
considering that thou too hast met with such a fate at the 
hands of this Kshatriya boy, I believe that God’s injunctions 
are not transgre°sahle. Oil mother ! where art thou ? please 
reply to my wailings. (hi anger.) Oh, Princely boy, I shall 
not leave thee who first madest the quarrels. (In Ah t 

Sabjvhn, cursed be I in whose presence thou vfhrt disgraced. 
(Reflecting and with a sigh ) Oh, Karala, I do not yet know 
where thou art gone, my boy. 

(Enter Karala ) 

K<u \—It was a good fortune that I ran away to a 
distance from the field of battle. It was by good luck that 
I did not enter the field of llama’s weapon, because I am now 
alive. But I do not know whether Mareecha, who was caught 
by the weapons of Rama, lives or not. For, like a 3 torm that 
drives the clouds aloft, the arrow of a boy that is born in the 
Raghu’s race has in a moment thrown Mareecha somewhere 
with the jewelled crest on his head and the sword and shield 
in his hand all fallen down, the hair all blown about and the 
bands and legs stretched their entire lengths, very likely, I 
think Mareecha has been thrown either in the valleys of 
Mahendragiri or in the waves of a big ocean. Therefore in 
search of him I started and have come to Mahendragiri- 
Here, before me are torrents which, issuing from the glen' 
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clash against the stones, with the foam ami spray going njrin 
white drops like chainin' a; afc the no ise of thyse torrents, the 
lions on either side roar to the trembling of the standers by ; 
and frightened at this roar, the elephants in the arbors let fall 
the half chewed lotus-stalks from their mouths and a fragrance 
is spread all around. The lions hit the elephants mightily by 
their paws? so that blood, mixed with pearls, flows like a 
river and reddens the forests. Again, not being able to* 
endure the hits the elephants cry aloud? and at the noise of 
these elephants the bears grow frightened and run shrieking, 
so that all the forest resounds with a terrible noise. (Looking 
in front). Oh! here is Mareecha! he appears to have svink 
in the sea and got up from there. For he is with a wet 
cloth on which the weeds are sticking, hairs on which the 
prays are sticking fast and his palms and soles white as 
whiteness itself; and here is he sitting in the valley of 
Mahend ragin'. 

(Embraces in tears.) 

♦ 

Mar .—0 boy, what shall I say else ? The noise produced 
by Kama’s stringing of his bow, the roar which the arrow 
produced on its fall, the noise of exultation which* the 
Viclyadharas set up that I was caught by the arrow, the 
noise produced by the fall of the marine animals in the 
Badava fire—all these noises I heard at one and the same 
time. 

Kar .—Well done, mighty ocean ! Truly, by the fear of 
the mighty King Havana yon protected his servant Mareecha* 

Mar.—(In Qricj.) Karala, what shall Isay? Ravana 
ha? so far favoured me as to be an object of fenf even to the 
sea, the Earth, the forests and the mountain. But J, on the 
other hand, indifferent to the defeats of his own people, am 
always doing him harm by bringing disgrace on him. 

Kar.—Sire, do not say so. Although that Kshatriva 
boy is strong, we should seek his death through sorcery. For» 
if we return without killing him, the Maharaja will not care 
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for us; moreover, the vile sage Kousika will cause that Rama 
to obstruct our Maharaja Ravrna’ from marrying Sita in the 
garb of Rama/ Has not Thataka already told us that our 
Maharaja has donned the garb*of Rama ? 

Mar. —Therefore it is that we should prevent that sage 
from coming to his hermitage with Rama and his retinue. 

Kar. —Have you thought over a plan to effect that ? 

Mar.—[Reflecting a little). Yes, I have. 

Kar. —What be that ? 

Mar. —This ( Whispers in the ear.) 
e Kar.—(Laughing). Your business is easily done. For, 
seeing the magic Sita fall into the fire at the news of the 
death of her father, the real Rama would thiuk that the 
woman who died was the real Sita .and would, for the affec¬ 
tion to her, fall also into the fire. Then would King Dasaratha 
grieve for the loss of his son, and Viswamitra would return 
to Ayodhya with him consoling him. But we should practice 
the sorcery when Vis warn itra is absent. 

Mar .—What you say is quite correct. We shall there¬ 
fore go to where Rama and others are. (Both start.) 

Kar.—(Looking in front.) Look here ! Here in Kousika* 
teera, four miles from Konsika’s hermitage, King Dasaratha 
seems to have encamped. The car horses tied in the camp neigh 
often and the wild buffaloes at the noise get ruffled and poke at 
the serpent’s holes with their horns; and the serpents in them 
throw out their prison and with hisses they wander about 
in that Kousikeeteera. Further, at the noise of the fright¬ 
ful war-drum, the monkeys, losing their heads, dance about ; 
and the reeds growing in that Kousikee teeraare plucked and 
eaten by the elephants in the camp. 

Mar.’— Therefore Rama should a c once be taken from 
here away to a distant place. 

(Behind the scenes.) 

Owing to the fatigue of the journey the father was 
sleeping, and without taking his permission and without 
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telling liis younger brother who were refreshing themselves 
somewhere, Rama goes into the forest lonely, in order to 
hunt, with the saiukls qji h*i3 feet and th§ Weapons in his 
hand, his retinue has also to go along with him 1 am 
now going along. 

Kur. —Sire, it seems to he Rama’s dear friend Pingala, 
a Brahman boy, who is thus bawling aloud. 

Mar.—(la jotj). it is our foi tune that this person has 
come up now. Karal i, before he enters the forest you put on 
the disguise of this Pingala and cry aloud that a wild elephant 
has caught you ; this R im \ would run up to help you because 
of his love to his friend. Then you better entice him a long 
way into the forest; 1 shall also put on the guise of Kasyapa, 
the dieciple of Viswamitra, and show to liis eyes a magic 
Sim, suffering for Rama, and accomplish my object as I 
please. (Exeunt). 

(Here ends the Interlude). 

Enter Rama with f>o;c and arrows. 

f 

Rama. —When the noise made by my stringing the bow 
spreads all through the. forest, the wild elephants, in their 
rage, waik in their majesty ; the lions in their rage, turn 
their heads and see; the peacocks dance with their wunga 
out stretched; such sports of hunting have I long been 
enjoying. Further the antelopes, in their fear, stare with 
open eyes, so that all this forest appears to be filled with the 
flower of the blue-lily ; the hunters by, who have no taste for 
such things and who cannot enjoy lliis bliss, are indifferent 
to them ; but I am enjoying the bliss of the sight of the eyes 
of this antelope whose possession young damsels who know 
of their beauty envy. (With much anxiety.) It gives much 
pleasure to these young antelopes staring with their eyes 
stretched, in fear. But I think these cannot equal in beauty 
the looks of Sita, the daughter of the Earth. 

(Behind the scenes.) 

Oh ? my friend, 0 , Rama, I fall unjustly, 
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Rama—(Listens and with confusion.) I hear a man cry 
ing out in distress in this uninhabited forest. What is this 
wonder ? (Taking the bow and arrows in his hand , he comes 
round very bravely.) ... 1 

(Behind the scenes.) 

Alas! this wicked wild elephant drags and kills me ! 

Rama —What! it seems to be Pingala crying (comes 
round very Quickly). Alas! alas! Here is a wild elephant 
who, thinking that a big animal is come is dragging to his 
den with his big trank my friend Pingala who came to help 
me ( because 1 left my friends and came lonely to the forest. 

(Behind the scenes.) 

Alas! alas! 0, my father, fond of thy bov, I die 
unjustly., 0, my mother, whom ill fortune attends, did you 
bear and rear me to make me a prey to Yama ? 0 my dear 
friend, 0, Rama, your affection to me has at last ended in 
misery to me. 

Rfnna—(lu pity) Be not alarmed, be not alarmed. I 
am come here. I Approaching). 0 what a harm has come; 
the elephant has escaped the flight of the arrow. ( Strings 
the bow again and looks in front). What the elephant is not 
to be seen ! {Heaving a sigh in anxiety .) Let it be. As the 
way which this elephant has gone is full of clear stones with¬ 
out dirt, it is diflicult to find out the marks cf its feet. But 
I shall find out the way it has gone from the row of bees 
fathered on the rut which has fallen from the cheeks of the 

o 

elephant, and I shall go very far that way and bring back my 
dear friend Pingala. ( Coming round and seeing). Yonder 
seems to be a Valley. For, here, siting by the torrent that 
flows past the arbour covered by ivy creepers all in bloom 
and shaking with the wind, the Karandava birds sing their 
sweet songs; again, at the sight of the serpents wandering 
leisurely out of their holes in the banyan trees, the frightened 
deer stare about in confusion, so that it seems that every¬ 
where the blue-lily has flowered. Therefore I think that the 
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elephant should be in this Valley itself. Therefore I, shall 
search on all sides. (Leaks' round , and with yog). By good 
luck, h^e appears Pingala freed from the grasp of the ele¬ 
phant and lying unconscious # 

(Enter KkftXLk)ging unconscious in the guise of Pingala , 

on a stone 'pavement ). 

Hama — (Approaching). Friend, take heart, take heart, 
(fans with the ends of his cloth.) By seeing )^>u lying thus* 
on the earth in torment my heart burns with grief, and 
illusion overpowers me, so that I do not know what to do. 

Ear.—(To himself ). What is good to Ravana. (Al^ud, 
opening his eyes a Utile). Is it my friend, Rama ? 

Rama —Yes. 

Kur.— (Coming to himself.) With a desire to witness the 
sport of your hunt I came along, and in the way I was 
caught by a wild elephant. And then'I heard a lion's roar 
lil'o the noise of your majestic bow-string. This is all that 
I know. As I then became unconscious, I dcyiofc know*what 
happened to the elephant and what condition I was in. 

, ftama —I therefore think that by good luck you were 

dropped from the trunk of the elephant who grew frightened 
at the lion’s roar. 

liar .—You also refresh here a little from the fatigue of 
the hunt. For tiu3 region is green with the groves thick 
with trees; in front there flows a river full of beautiful 
lotus-flowers ; a cool wind blows laden with fragrance; and 
the young cuckoos sing their sweet and lovely tunes. 

Rama —True, this spot is very lovely. Therefore we 
shall be sitting here till our retinue comes up. 

Ear*—(To himself.) S*y till Mareecha comes. (Aloud) 
fee, let that be so. 

Rama—By good luck I see you well. Friend, without 
fou, my joy in marrying the dear daughter of Janaka woultf 
lave been marred. But more than that my heart will break 
vith insufferable grief at your death* 

A 
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Kar. — (To himself.) WhafcJ this Raghu boy lias already 
3uiown that he'isfto marry Janaki (Aloud.) Friend do not say 
fco. If you do not marry Sity, for grief at my loss/she will 
not be alive also. 

Hama — (In anxiety.) Is it [true, my friend, what you 
tcld me that Knsyapa said, viz, that since Cupid showed me 
( io Janaki in )\ev dream? she has been much enamoured of 
me and is lying down in a bed of tender leaves, not being able 
to bear the cfistress and retains her life only through the 
consol* tory words of her friends ? 

c Kar.-(As if not listening. To himselj ) "What ! Marco- 
clia is not come yet. (Reflects). 

llama — {Ayahi asks.) Is it true that ICasvajia told you 
thus ? * 

Kar. —Who is Kasyapa ? 

llama —What, have you forgotten ? Him whom 37311 
yourself described as the disciple of KouHka '1 

Kar.—(Trembling in fear; To himsef.) Alas ! f am be¬ 
trayed ! As 1 was thinking of Mareecha, 1 <j lestioned him 
irrelevantly. But let that be. (Aloud.) How may he be' 
forgotten? but through thinking of being caught by the 
wild elephant, I forgot myself. What ! will ivisynpa’a words 
also turn untrue ? Listen to what he said :—Although she 
(Sita) has a bed of swanV feathers she is lying on a Led of 
fiesh tender leaves; though she has golden bracelets, she 
wears on^ya bracelet of lotus-stalks; though she has music 
to hear, she gratifies herself by heating stoties about you ; 
what shall Isay? Sita has been led to this pass by you 
Rama." 

( llama—(To himselj) It is for me that that lovely woman* 

endures all this ? (Aloud) My friend, cease thy jest. 

♦ 

Kar—(To himself.) His intentions are all favorable to my 
business Therefore I shall say thus. (Aloud.) Do you not 
have faith even in my words ? I shall now tell you her 
situation, She does not bathe, she does not rub , sandal on 
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her, does nob wear flowers ot* her hair,has no mind for sport, 
cares not for the jests oflier companions ; btit with her lotus¬ 
like fuel buried in her hand sheds tears from her eyes and 
with her lips parched up by the sighs she wakes up in her 
bed all for thinking on you. 

R'tma — (To himself) This word of my dear friend sets 
my heart on fire lor love as the moon ruffles the ££a at twilight. 

Kar. —Kas) apa said another thing also. 

I!ania —What is that ? 

Kar. —In the evenings, when the wind blows with the 

- • 
fragrance of sprouting Kumw'.a llowers, this girl gets tor¬ 
mented and passes the whole of the moon-lib night drevniilg 
that she is embracing you. 

llama —' 11 'ifh hair on end . To himself) By my hearing 
of that tender girl’s thought of my .embrace, my mind, 
already troubled by love, breaks suddenly. So much so, that 
now by an opening in my wind, my sense of shame aiyl my 
courage escape; and love and fever enter in which neoer 
entered before. 

A’ar.—Friend, why are you mute? 

llama — (Pluckin'] up courage , aloud.) What is the use of 
this narrative of the girl ? 

Kar. — (Laughing). You first questioned me about the 
story of this handsome-limbed girl; in the middle one could 
hear from the suggestion of your hairs standing on end that 
>ou were in love ; why do you at last evade me now? Who 
is there in the world who is not subdued by the flower- 
armed love ? 

llama,—(To himself, in shame). What! he has found out 
my fondness. 0 accursed heart 1 Why do you betray me f 
For now my m : nd is in a turmoil of joy and wonder, grief 
and desire, fear and shame, at hearing that that girl, with a 
bewitching loveliness as of Cupid is enduring undescribablo 
distress (on my account) although she has not appeared to 
me either in my dream or in my waking state, {Aloud.) 



My friend, is there anvthing$$haj; you too cannot know? I 
put her off as bein'g inaccessible to mb. 

Kar.—[To himself.) I havf somewhat fastened ills love 
for her. (Aloud.) What sort of anxiety ,ia yours? Sage 

c Kousika himself lias set about accomplishing this purpose. 

Rama—(To himself) Does Pingala tell a likely thing ? 
(Aloud.) Friend, how did you know it. 

i* 

liar—(To himself) How may 1 not know it? (Aloud.) 
Everything was told by Kasyapa himself. 

(Behind the scenes.) 

Friend, bring the lotus-stalks. 

A r ar.~ (To hum elf). What! Has Mareecha begun the 
practice of'his sorcery ? 

(Enter Makeecha under cover of his sorcery). 

• 

Mar ,—I have created by my witch-craft a Situ as she 
isand<her attendants as they are as also their several acta 
as they really are; but I have set up in reality this fire into 
which Sita might fall on hearing of the death of her father 
and info which Hama will enter on seeing her fall. There¬ 
fore 1 should now say that the killing of Thataka is avenged 
and the desires of the lord of Lanka ore accomplished. (Looking 
around). Here, under this Vahda tree, 1 see Hama led by 
Karala who is in the guise of Pingala. 

Rama —Thus said Kasyapa to me: “ The noble sage 
Kousika has come to invite you for the sacrifice/* 

Mar. —i(/?i doubt , to himself). May this be Kasyapa ? 
For this other called the other “ You, Kasyapa,” What is 
his object in putting on the guise of Pingala ? Therefore 
under cover of this plantain grove that &ands near, I shall 
learn the news slowly. (Hi/les himself). 

Kar.—(To himself). This man certainly thinks that it 
was'cniy to invite him to the sacrifice that Kousika came 
(Aloud). Friend, do not say so, This is only a pretence of 
e&ge Kousika, 



Mar — (With fear after hcarhw). 0 cnrse! As this bby 
demurred to saying Kasj^pa* itfi clear thafc^Kasyapa has put 
on the |lisgui$e of Pingala. As He said that Kousika, has 
come under a faint, it appeafs^that Ivousika has played this 
trick in order to betray me who am to elude Rama in the 
disguise of Kasyapa. 

(Behind the scenes.) 

Dear friend, I have brought the lotus-stales* 

Rama —I hear a conversation to the south. JVhose speech 
may it be ? 

Kar. — (Looking all round, to himself). I do not yet^see 
Mareecha in the disguise of Kasyapa. Therefore I think that 
all this.is not sorcery. (Aloud). As these are forests, the 
nymphs may be sporting. 

Mar— He is surely Kasyapa. For, if otherwise, with 
the knowledge of my witch-craft, he would not but describe 
a3*the “ attendants of Janaki/’ ( Reflecting }. My heart barns 
to think where Karala is gone. Or it may be that und<*r the 
orders of Konsika, Lakshmana has certainly killed Karla 
who pub on the disguise of Pingala. Let it be; I shall 
control these two, Rama and Kasyapa, by my witchcraft. 
That i 3 the way to be avenged on the death of Subahu and 
Karala. 

Rama —Friend, we shall hide ourselves quietly araon 
the branches of trees in this arbour and shall watch what 
takes place. (Gets up with the bow and arrows in his hand). 

Kar. —Yes. (Follows.) 

Mar. —This lovely Rama with the bow and arrows in 
his lotus-like hand, is at the same time a joy and a fear to 
,me, like a young snake emitting poison, But let that be, 

I shall display to him thus. (Reflects). 

Rama—(Looks in front; in surprise). Here, on thia bed 
of tender leaves, lie in dust the paste of 6andal mixed with 
Kushis ; on it3 borders are drops of ooliyrinm dissolved by 
tears ; close by lie withered garlands and bracelets of 
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lorus-st&lka; who may she be who strolled on this lovel) 

bed ? o v 

Kar. —This must have been left by some womrn in the 

distress of love who must have gone shy on hearing us talk. 

(.Behind the scenes.) 

Friend, tie lotus-stalks to her breasts. For, the fever 
on her body is in sufferable. 

, Rama —J 3 ear friend, what you thought was right. 

Kar. — r To himself) What! Is Maroecha practising 
sorcerv,, hiding somewhere ? Otherwise, is this a reality ? Let 
it be. I shall see. (Aloud) Let us move a little forward. 

* Ram-i —We shall do so. ( Cominij forward and holding 
',\>nnd ) Here, in front, with her breasts covered with a red 
cloth, and looking like a sprouting Atoka creeper, comes a 
woman holding in her hand the lotus-stalks which are as 
white as the fresh iverv plucked from an elephant in rut. 

Kar. — (To himself in anxiety.) AJareecha is not to he 
seen vet; yes, I think, on reflection, that, knowing that he 
was coming in the disguise of Kasyapa, Kousika has caused 
Lakshin an a to kill him. Let it be. This is no time for grief, 
(Aloud.) Friend, what use is it to us to look at another’s wife < 
Our folk will come seeking us. Therefore let us go to another 
place. 

Mar, — (In anxiety.) Surely, this is Kasyapa. For, he 
persuades Lama from loving Sita. Let it be. I shall drag 
bis mind and that of Rama. (Reflects.) 

Rama —Friend, look, look ! Here, in front is a small hill 
where we may sport. On its fringes are golden plantain trees 
growing beautifully. In the valley below runs a river; there 
are in it red lotus-flowers all in bloom; near this river is an 
qybour • and in order to gather honey frqm the opened nrnl 
unopened buds of the mango trees in that arbour the bees 
are humming about in swarms; to hear it is pleasant to the 
ear., It is here that that woman brings the lotus-stalks. 

Kor. —This place i3 finely situated. I shall go and see 
this. (Returns), 
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Mur.—(With pride.) 0 Ivasyapa? you are undone! .Here 
is Mareecha! 

1 (Bah i'ndjth e seencs.) 

Friend, I have applied lotus-stalks to her. Sprinkle 
sandcal mixed with Rv shus. 

Kar. —(To himself.) How pleasing is the talk of these 
young damsels ! Let me go near and see. But^'hat after all 
m#y we gain by seeing ? When I am entry for the loss of 
Mareecha who would teach sorcery to all Itak^hasas how may 
i see all the-’e things? (Aloud ) Friend? look, look! there 
is one who seems to talk. Who is that? 

Ivlina — ((Joes nrar and look*), Pin gala, all tliece girls 
are ot the same age and are of the same beauty. Who are 
these ? 


(Tiller Sjta in mayi/', hjit>rj on a led of leovcs, 
noth her compa nlnns). 

Tied com .— Friend, fan her with the lotus-leaf. 
My. com —Daub her breasts with sandal. ^ 


Kar .— (LooJiin/j. To himsc'f) Who is this who in the 
fdnn of Sita with uncommon beauty suffers the pangs of 
love? 1 think that this is Mareeeha’s magic art. But I 
shall see by and by. (Ma id.) The«e handsome women are 


\stial damsels or Naga prinos^'s or hey are the embodi¬ 


ments of Cupid’s victorious standards. 


Hama—(With surprise). Friend, look here in the midst 
of them. Is that a streak of lightning, which, separated 


from the cloud by a wind from the sky, has taken a body and 
now sleeps on a bed of tender leaves, or, is it Kati (the wife 


of Cupid) who? seeing that her lord had sacrificed himself in 

file fire of Siva’s an£er, passes her moments with limbs 
shrivelled through separation ftom her lord ? 


Kar .—Friend, I am seeing. Her tender, withered frame ; 
Jier eyes? staring in fear; two cheeks pale as a ripe lotus- 
stalk ; and her hanging breasts show that Cupid has shown 
the extent of his prowess in her. 
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Mar.—(With joy,) Now r Kasyapa hag allowed this 
Kshatriya lad' Rama, to fall into the snares of Mareecha’s 
sorcery. Though Lakshmana ,might have killed jjCarala, I 
shall goon revenge myself by killing these two persons. 
(Reflects again.) 

Rama —Here is another strange thing. Here is a Sariha 
■ bird which does not drink of the curd in the vessel in front; 
here is a pet parrot sleeping away without eating the seeds 
of the pomegranate ; here i 3 a swan that keeps away from 
eating of the lotus-roots that lie near; it appears that even 
th£ birds are grieving at the doleful plight. 

Kar- —(To himself) I have now understood that (all 
this) is the practice of Mareecha’3 sorcery. 

^fetfljr~Fnend, from the nearness to the hermitage of 
sage Kousika, it may be that this girl is Janaki. 

Rama—(To himself.) It is very likely. That such i3 
the condition of that girl was told by Kasyapa. (Aloud.) 'Be 
done with thyimpertinent talk. 

Enter Kasyapa. 

r Kas. —I have caused Pingala to lead the high and noble 
Rama into loving Sita, the daughter of the king of the 
Videhas ; and I have, in a way, executed the orders of my 
preceptor, Visvvamitra, who pretends to have nothing to do 
with any affair. ( Reflecting.) I have no news of Rama who 
went to hunt; Pingala who went in search of him has been 
missed by me. But, let it be ; I shall enter into and search 
this mango grove which 1 have not entered before. (Comes 
round). 

Kar .— (With joy at sight of Kasyapa • to himself.) r lhis 
is certainly Mareecha in the disguis^ of Kasyapa come to 
tempt Rama. (Aloud.) Friend? how is my story irrelevant ? 
Here comes Kasyapa who knows the news of Sita. I shall 
bring him to you. (Exit). 

Rama—(Heaving a deep sigh.) My mind is confused 
and knows not itself to think whether or not the disciple of 
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Kousika will tell me of the pangs of love wlikl^ the daughter 
of the Earth endures through the torments of 1 Cupid. 

ilf'fc/’.V-Hovv is it that Kasyapa, who is disguised as 
Pingala, has left Rama and gone to a distance? I shall there¬ 
fore put on the guise of Kasyapa as designed and gradually 
execute the purpose. (Coutemulates). 

Sila—By this cooling treat, my burning ha^notleft me. 
Can the blue-lily have coinfort during the day by the water 
of the clouds ? (fVecj)s). 

Rama —Oh ! What is this ? The voice proceeding from 
the throat of this antelope-eyed girl is like the echo of tlie 
tune of the Veena and is soft and sweet like fresh flowing 
honey ; for on hearing it my mind ieels intoxicated as by 

drinking arrack. 

Enter Makeeciia in ike disguise Kasyapa. 

Mar. —I shall now approach (him). (To himself.) As 
Kasyapa, who is in the guise of Pingala, has gone, I shall 
influence Rama by fraud. (Thinks and comes 'round,) 

Ruma-What, the voice is harmonious to the form. 
And the wealth of form is in accord with that too. For, ^he 
brows of this antelope-eyed girl defeat in beauty a row ot 
bees j the beauty of her quaking eyes makes Cupid’s weapons 
a waste; the sight of her swelling breasts makes one dis¬ 
satisfied with a golden lotus-bud ; I think she is a magical 
creation of Cupid to charm the world with. 

Mar.—(In laughter , to himself.) You ought to say 

created by MareechaP 

Rama— (Looking ) Here comes Kasyapa. My heart is 
ashamed to see him. ( Casts Ins face down.) 

• Mar.—'To himself) This is that Kshatriya lad who has 
become sinful by the killing of Thataka. With a haughtiness 
concealed under a really mighty prowess he appears to be an 
•incarnation of unassailable might , but to me, this Rama, 
with his eyes sprinkling drops of honey, dazzles my eyes by 
his beauty, as a man of sore-eyes feels dazzled at a burning 
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light. Wl»ta. tl . n e fc 10 e 1 u«U • I n ake In* m enter the fire ? 

« «- 

(Alowf approaching) Miy Victory attend the bey Bama- 
bhadi'a. t* * 


llama —[Ruining his face.) What! Knsyapa too ! 

Mar .— (In fear io himself.) AVhaf, lias mv wicked act 

• V » 

been known by him ? (Thinhin/f.) That is unlikely. But 
I think lie if ight take me for the real Kasyapa and ask me 
why ] shoulj leave oif the guise of Pingala and take my i f eal 
form. But let that be, (Aloud.) I am the real Kasyapa. 

f Tlama~-(To himself). Surely, he must have been seen 
by Pingala. For by this word, I understand that this is 
Junakb (Aloud ) Is this Kita herself? 

Mar, —’To himself) The person in the disguise of Pingla 

# 

is not Kasyapa. Tliat is why he did not say “ if thou art not a 
fraud, where is Pingala?” (Aloud ) This is Sita herself. 

Kama —(7a jog, to himself.) 0 mv heart, thou art blessed, 
tlioti ai t blessed (Aloud.) Friend, then did Pingala tell the 
truth of her ? 

Mar.—(To himself). Yes he is the real Pingala- It is 
certain that Karalu was killed by Lakshmana. What b1i 511 
1 do hereafter? (Aloud.) Whore is Pingala gone? 

Rama—(To himself .) Surely he has not talked with him. 
How is that? (Aloud) He came to receive you. Wlicit 1 
was he caught by the wild elephant as before? 

Mar. — (la joy to himself.) It was Karala himself who 
took up the form of Pingala. I was needlessly under con¬ 
fusion.’ I Aimed.) Nothing is known of his coming into this 
man go forest. (Meditates). 

Juts,— (fooling io a id lie distance in front.) What! Is 
it Janaki that is lying there on a bed flf tender leaves and is 
being refreshed by a few companions to ward off the pangs of 
love ? How can this be ? She is in Kousika’s hermitage at 
a distance of 4 miles. She must be another woman like her.* 
(Sees lchhid % and in fear.) Alas ! alas ! here in a big pit under 
a big stone a fire is kindled with dried fuel and is glowing 
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with embers. It appears it lias been kindled that the girl, not 
being ab^e to endure the # pangs of separation, may fall into 
it and di% Let it be ; I shalU^it hidden in the branches of 
this tree and see *vhat takes place tlil Kama or Pingala 
turns up. (Sits loo Jang.) 

Enter Pingala. 

ling —Where shall I see my loving Kama, who has 
gone a hunting ? 

{In joy , after looking on alt sides ) As I came in search of 
Kama passing through forest alter forest by way of the dufps 
of blood issuing from the boars, the tigers, the bears and Auhes 
and other animals torn by the shafts of Kama, 1 have fortu¬ 
nately come in sight of Kasyapa. Therefore friend Kama 
should be hero only. Will the gentle wind blow when it is 
not Vasanta ? Fortunately, by the side of Kasyapa himself 
St antis Kama, green as the grass, under the mango tree, with 
the quiver on his shoulder and the low aiul^arrow s in*his 
hand. ( Comes near.) 

9 Mar. — (Seeing, (end 'Lilian himself.) Here comes Karala 
in the guise of Pingala. (Aloud.) Friend, here comes 
Pingala. 

Hama —( Jmkivg .) Oh, my friend, I just think that 
what you sav is probable. 

Phig.—(To himself.) W^at! what is this! my friend 
adresses me so suddenly ! (Aloud.) 1 do not understand 
anything of what you say. 

Mar. — [Embracing Pingala, and aside) Karala, you 
have come back safe, by good luck, J am veiy pleased. For, 
tifl now, I was deeply «dStressed to think that Kasyapa had 
assumed the guise of Pingala and that you bad been killed 
by Lakshmana. 

» ring. —f Laughing, to himself) What, even Kasyapa ig 

raving. Friend? please repeat what you said. 

(Marekceia is silent through fear). 
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Rama*^ Friend Pin gala, listen ! I shall apeak about this 
girl who is before us. {Makes signs with his brow ), 

Ping.—{To himself.) What! Janaki seems to be in 
suffering here! Refreshed and comforted by her attendants, 
she appears in the middle of the*grova lying on a bed of 
tender leaves. That is why Rama reminded me that I said that 
she was being so tormented, (defecting.) How can this be ? 
Sita is in Kousika’s hermitage about four miles away. {Looking 
tv ilk surprise). 

Mar.—{To himself.) This is not Ivarala; he is the real 
Pin gala .* Alas! alas! In anxiety about child K/irala, I made 
many surmises. They have all become right now, May not 
Karala, who had put on the guise of Pin gala, have gone 
somewhere? Let it be. This is not the time to feel sorrow 
for it. In order to entice Rama through sorcery I should 
finish the business I have begun. (Aloud.) Here, look at 

this girl crying. 

*» 

llama— Yes, I am looking. I see her. At the sight of 
tears flowing from the bewitching eyes of this girl, I think 
it i| honey flowing from the lotus of her eyes and nectar 
flowing from her moonliko face. At sight of this, my heart 
breaks. 

Mar—(Reflects). 

Attendant —Just as the blue lily rejoices at the embrace 
of the Moon’s rays, so shall Sita rejoice when in the embraces 
of Ramachaudra on whom her thoughts are set. 

llama —This sweet word of Sita’s attendant bristles the 
hairs all over my body, as the Kadamba tree blossoms as soon 
as fresh showers fail. 

Ping. —( Reflecting , and to himself ) t This is not Kasyapa. 
In order to avenge the death of Thataka, some Rakshasa or 
other, provoked at him, is practising sorcery, I think, to 
deceive him by making the form of a Janaki appear unto his 
eyes. For at first he spoke something irrelevantly and when 
I asked him to repeat he kept quiet, but is staring round 
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like a thief. (AloUd). My friend Rama, this is not Jana&i* 
nor are they her attendants *vho are neat her^This is unlikely 
to happen in this forest/ I think all this if soccery. 

Ri&na — {To himself.) fWbat! he speaks inconsistently. 
He said this was Janaki and left me saying he would bring 
Kasyapa who knew news of her > but now he says this way. 
ftow can Janaki and her retinue be an illusion ? (Aloud.) 
Kasyapa, did you hear what Pingala said ? 

Mar.—(Aside to Rama.) I think that a wicked Rakshasa 
has come here in the guise of Pingala with a view to entice 
you away to some other place to kill you who killed Tbateka. 

Rama —What you said is right; if the real Pingala ia 
come here, what will become of this person ? 

Mar, —The fate that overtook Thataka and Sub^hu, 

Rama —Yes, that is so. 

Ping. — (To himself) My friend listens to whatever this 
feHow says, taking him for the real Kasyapa. (Aloud.) 
Friend, what does he say of me ? I see you ai? listening^ it. 

Rama — {Twitching the low.) What! though a Rakshasa, 
you come to interrupt me. 

Ping. — (To himself, in fear and with anxiety.) He has 
taken me not only for a stranger, but for a Rakshasa. This 
Rakshasa who has put on the guise of Kasyapa has whispered 
something into the ears of Rama and, alas! has spoiled me. 
(Aloud.) Friend, just consider who this person is. (1$ silent 
through grief) 

Mar.—(Feigns meditation.) 

SUa. —This is impossible for me who am unlucky. 

Rama —Is my embrace inaccessible to you, possessed of 
breasts like golden lotuses, if you will only cast on my love- 
burnt aoul your gracious glances which humble the pride of 
the lotus ? 

Mar.^tTo himself ) His love to this $ita is steady $ 
therefore there is no doubt that my design will su$$$ed« 
5 
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(Aloud). Friend ifc is necessary that you should gratify the 
desires of Janaki. 

F 

Hama —Friend, listen to me. This woman whom I saw 
in the forest (i7i surprise)— Shq happennd to be my ( i>eloved 
Janaki; the fire of her love, (with joy and Jove) has risen on 
account of me ; the allaying thereof (with hairs on end ) 1 hear 
can be only through my embrace ; but, because we have not 
‘married, I dr^ad to embrace her. 

Mar.—(Feigns meditation ). 

\ 

Another attendant —Friend, how can that be impossible 
for you ? Sage Kousika will soon bring your dear lord ! 

Rama— I heard this news already through Pingala. 

Ping. —What! this illusion coincides with the truth ! 

Mar.—Friend, did you hear what this man said ? 

Rama— Kasyapa should hear what he said. 

Kasyapa —Really, Janaki's friends are talking thus. 

Ping .— I, however, have not the least faith. 

Mar .—(Feigns meditation). 

First attendant —Friend, let this be; is she not sorry that 
Ravana aspires to her hand ? 

Kas. —As Ravana has not gone to King Janaka to 
entreat her hand, this must be a lie. 

Rama— It is unbelievable that Ravana also entreats her 
hand. 

Ping. —(To himself). This is not right: I should not 
tell this to my* friend; for, he also thinks that I am a 
RakshaBa. (Aloud). Friend, reflect deeply about this girl. 

Rama— (Pretending not to listen). It is incredible that 
Ravana also entreats her hand. 

Mar. —What harm is there ? Though one is indepen^ 
dent, it is but natural that he may at times he dependent. 

Sita — (Shedding tears), Alas ! Is Ravana also wishing 
to vred me ? Although my father may marry me to him I 
shall drink poison or fall into the fire, 



Hama—(With joy and pity). All her desires are centfed 
in me. They are not plaoed on any other*. Therefore she 
has puyhaaed my mind*for love. (Bits loolcing at her). 

Kab. — (Looking at Kardlk and with joy). Here comes 
Pingala before Have you found Rama who went to 
hunt ? 

Ear.— Not only did I find Rama, As desired by yor 
Miave enticed him from one forest into this forest; but as 1 
did not see you for a time I feared you became # a prey to the 
arrows of Lakshmana set up by Kousika* and I cannot say 
how my mind felt. 

Kas. —( Reflecting , and to himself ). What! who is this? 
He is one of the enemies of Lakshmana who has put on the 
guise of Pingala and thinks that I am also of his party. Ah! 
who is this who has put on my appearance ? Let it be. I 
shall find out the truth. (Aloud.) Where is Rama now ? 

Kar.—(To himself.) As his thoughts are all on Racial 
think he does not think about me. (Aloud) Here is Rama 
standing under a tree and looking at Sita. 

Kas. —Do you know that the woman here is Sita ? 

Kar. — (Laughing.) Although I said ehe was the real 
Sita, I knew it was only j T our sorcery. Do 1 not know that 
you, the son of Thataka have more sorcery in you than 
Satnban, Indrajit, Vidyutjihwa and Maya ? 

Kas. — (In fear , io himself) This person may, be a 
Rakshasa servant of Mareecha; it now appears that Mareecba 
has assumed my shape and practises sorcery ; Alas! What 
shall I do? This Rakshasa will kill me ! will a deer escape 
Ihe clutches of a tiger ? (Swoons at the thought). 

Kar. —Take heart; be of good cheer; cease weeping 
for mother Thataka; if you should grieve at the thought of 
the prowess of Rama, cease that also {Comforts.) 

Kas.—(Comes io sense , gets up and folds his hands). 0 



Rikshasa, I am riot Mareecha; I bow to "you. If yOu will 
pity me, your fame will live long. 


Kar.—(With much grief). 1 feared and suspected (bat 
some injury has occasioned f fo Mareecha j That Kas now 
become cleared. Is this not a Brahman'boy ? 1 thought 
this was Mareecba and told many things unto him. 


Alas Mareecba! alas! you who were the guide to the 
practice of any amount of sorcery, what is the use of weeping 
now. ( With unger aiui pride) 0 you fellow who came from 
the womb of Sumitra, (Reflecting) how can my desire for 
revenge affect him? Like Rama, Lakshmana is also powerful 
and cannot be seen by the eyes. Therefore 1 shall avenge 
Maraecha's death even by Kiling him. ( Begins io break the 
neck of Rasy a pa. Kasyapa escapes mid runs to the tree where 
Rama stands. Kar ala pursues him.) 

Kas. —A strong Raksbasa servant of Mareecba is pursu¬ 
ing me hot with intent to kill me; Rama help me, help Hie. 

«* 

Rama —Kasyapa seems to be weeping. Friend, do not 
fear, do not fear. (Approaches). 

(flat. —Rama, I Kasyapa am standing near you. See who 
is crying here. 

Kar.’-{Running past Kasyapa.) Alas! this Rakshasa 
conies to beat me (Embraces Ihraa). 

Rama—’{Looking at Mareecha ) Friend, is this not 
Pingala ? 

Mar.—{In joy, io himself). This is Karala pursued by 
Kasyapa.- {Aloud). Friend, see here is Mareepha who has 
assumed my shape. 

JTa«.—Rama, this is Mareecha who, in my shape, stands 
near you and practises soroery and en'ohants you with an 
illusory Sita. 

tiar.—(In joy , to himself ). By good luck, here is 
Mareecha aliyp arid in the guise of Kasyapa. {Abud). Who 
jti herp w;th h&td bent down in the shape of myself ? 
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Mar.—-My friend Rama has already taken this feMow 
for a Rakshasa. 

Ring- — {Approaching Kasyapa ). Friend Kasyapa, this 
Mareecha who has assumed t your shape called mo Karaia in 
secret. Thereforp this must be Karaia who embraces Rama- 

Rama— How does this person say that Kasyapa is 
Mareecha, that Sita and her attendants are a delusion, and 
that Pingala is Karaia. Here are two Pingalas and henf 
again are two Kasyapas. Two of them are my friends and two 
are Rakshasas. A wonder! 

Kar and Mar.—{Pointing to Pingala and Kasygpa): 
Friend, these two are Rakshasas. Make haste to kill them. 

(Rama, in anger , strings the arrow to his how ). 

Kas. —Friend, know that this is Mareecha*s witchcraft. 
Think before you act. 

Rama—(To himself). What is this? A little wrath 
rfces in my mind at the sight of those whom I think my 
friends ; but I feel pity at those whom I consider Rakshasas 
and wish to make a p:ey to my arrows. ( Stands pondering). 

Mar. —Why should he hestitate to let go his yrowa 
against these two ? Let it be, # (Reflects). 

first attendant—(Throws aside the curtain and comes in 
post haste). Alas ! we are in danger ! 

AU — [In confusion). Dear friend, what is the news? say, 
what danger ? 

Sita — (Gets up from bed in sorrow). What is it, tell me! 
My heart is plucked by its roots. 

Attend. — Alas! we are undone! how may I .tel} 
unpleasant news ? 

All— What is the unpleasant news, say. We shall hear 
that and do the needful. 

Att.— What shall I say! (Sheds tears), King Janaka 
has said he would no^ give his daughter tp Havana in 
marriage. 
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Ml—(In sorrow). What harm did Havana do to father ? 

Acf „—( Unable to speak in grief). He i3 coming to kill 
Janaka and take \iis head and carry *you also. ^ 

SUa —Alas! What shall Mo ? (Runs in covjuyon). 

Attendants —Alas ! We are undone ! What shall we do ? 
{Run after Sita). 

Rama — (Approaching in haste). Janaki, do not fear that 
Havana will f carry you; 1 have strung this arrow to my bow 
to kill these t>vo Rakshasas. r 

Kar—(Aside to Marcecha, in fear). Alas! I do not 
know what this Kshatrij T a boy will do. What shall be done 
now ? 

Mar. —(Aside). Hama spoke thus in refrence to these 
Rrahmai). boys. 

Rama — With that arrow I shall now kill Havana who 
slew Janaka, the King of the Videhas. 

Kas, —What likelihood is there of the defeat of the Ki,ng 
of life Videhas,’ For, Havana shrinks from asking for the 
hand of the daughter of the king of the Videhas, because he 
is his friend : while so, how dare he do this act ? 

Vvar — (Aside to Marcccha ). This Brahman boy wild 
always speaks against us shduld first be killed. 

Mar. Let this be. Look here! WJien Indra fought 
with Havana, lie goaded his elephant with his Vajra and his 
palm to rush against Havana, but it would not do so, but ran 
from the field of battle : and Havana pulled it by its hanging 
tail when the Devas felt their pride wounded and fled from 
the field of battle. Who can quell this Hama who thinks it 
light to kill such a powerful Ravana ? Alas ! I should think 
we are all undone. 

ting. —What doubt is there P ( Iiarala and Mareecha look 
at each other's face in fear). 

• Ping. —By Kasyapa’s word. 

Mar.—(Aloud). Friend, make haste to kill these two ' 
Rakshasas. (Reflects). 
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Kas.~ Friend, all thi3 is Mareecha ? s witchcraft; ti*ink 
before you act. 

$la —By getting tip this big stone ar?d Tailing into that 
fire caused by the bran chesjof'the trees striking against cue 
another, I shall cjive the quietus to the grief caused by the 
danger to iny father and to the torment of love produced by 
my desire for that noble personage? llama. (Exit.) 

] big. and Kas. — (To themselves). These appear to be # 
the sorcery of Mareecha. (Aloud). Friend,*all this is the 
witchcraft of Mareecha; what you do, do after°consideration. 

Roma —What is here to consider? The words which in 
her affection for mo were spoken by Janaki as she went to 
fall into the fire do break my heart. 

Ear. —Friend? let this fellow prattle about the practice 
of sorcery. These two are Rakshasos. Therefore? prepare to 
kill them, my friend. 

Attendants —Friend Janaki, the grief caused by the 
mishap to our father King Janaka, is common to us all.^How 
then did you depart at first ? Be pleased^ to direct us to 
follow you ; otherwise the grief of your separation cannot be 
•allayed. Alas! alas !! Janaki lias fallen into the fire ! jVlas !‘ 
0 dear unto the attendants, an auspicious light to the Royal 
family of the Videhas! What good is there in weeping ; our 
grief cannot end by this. Therefore we shall also go and fall 
into the fire in which Sita is burning. (Exeunt.) 

Rama — (With drawing his arrow). Alas! alas!! Broken 
abruptly is the tree of my desires; gone is the ornament 
of the Earth ; gone is the fame of the creator of the Universe; 
gone also is the bliss to the eyes of all created beings ; and 
quelled is the pride of Cupid who would conquer all the 4 
worlds; for, Janaki lias fallen into the fire through grief for 
the loss^of her father. 

Mar. — (To himself). I ehall kindle the fire of his grief. 
(Aloud). Alas ! Janaki has fallen into the fire! Alas! born 
in the sacrifice of the Devas! born in the family of Videhas * 



possessed of beauty praised by the three worlds! loving your 
life in Rama ! If r you too should como to this, what may I say 
of the power of fate ? ( Faints ). 

Kar. — (To Mareecha ), Kr„£yapa, take heart, take heart. 

7 lama — What, Kasyapa himself has first fainted. (With 
excessive yriej ). Shall I fall down from the mountain, or fall 
into the sea, or shall I cast my body in broken pieces or shall 
I swallow the r poison ? 

Kar. — (To himself). Oh, Kshatriya boy, ask Thataka or 
Subahu what to do. (Aloud, lo Mareecha). Kasyapa, what is 
our f go ? 

Mar.—(Gets vp). That which happens to our friend. 

Hama— Or shall I fall into the fire after the daughter of 
the kingV>f the Videhas ? 

Mar. — (To himself). That shall you do. All my 
endeavours are for that- (Aloud . Friend, this will not 
suffice for the heaviness of her love to you. 

llama— How else will the torment of my soul cease ? 

ring, and Kas. — 'Aside.) A wonder ! a wonder !! This 

* * 
fraud of these two Rakshasas is indeed surprising, for they 

have made Rama distrust us also. (They grieve). 

Rama — (With grief and wonder .) My friend, I cannot 
brook to see that that handsome Janaki, lean as the new moon, 
who gave one joy lying on the bed of tender leaves and 
attended by her companions should come to this pass. There¬ 
fore I shall get up this black sword-like stone and do my 
pleasure. ( Places the leg on the stove). 

Ping . and lias.*— (Aside.) Alas! the Rakshasa has cheated 
us * what; shall be done now ? Who wilk relate this to fathfifS* 
Kousika, who may relieve us from danger. (They eland 
looking). 

Mar.—(To himself.) Ah! my desires are fulfilled (Is 
beside himself for jog.) (Aloud <) In order to follow Sita, this 
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Rama? wicked for* killing Thataka, jdaces his foot on Hie 
atone $ look at it Karala. 

ifry* —(Twitches hit brow and makes *a roar.) No, no* 
(Shakes Jiis head and makes fygn). * 

(Pingalawlaps Kasyapa’x hand and laughs). , 

Kas. —Friend, did you hear the words of your Kasyapa. 

llama—[In suspicion) Why does he speak in this manner 
(Looks behind). 

Mar , —(Aside to Karala), Alas, from my accursed mouth, 
as I was in exultation, these words fell. Whar, shall we do 
hereafter, Karala ? 

Kar. —What else is there to do ? We shall fly with the 

¥ 

speed of the deer. 

(Behind the scenes), 

Victory, victory to child Iiamabhadra, victory, victory : i 

(All look in wonder).* 

Kar. and Mar.— (Aside), That stone on which this^man 
placed his leg in order to follow Sita who fril into the fire 
lias now become transformed into the . wife of a sage with 
peks black as the clouds, with the tress of bark in her waist 
ind with big breasts. IIow is this ? (They think). 

Hama —Who is this that calls me like mv mother 
Kousalya ? 

{Enter a Sage's wife). 

Sage's wife— Oh you ornament of Mann’s race, know me 
br Ahalya, who long suffered hardship being turned into a 
itone by the durse of my provoked husband, and who am 
nade pure by the dust of your lotus-like feet. 

Rama — (To himselj ), The revered Kousika Jias often 
fcld pie abbut, her. (dloud). Madam, I am the son of Dasa- 
’atlia. ^ am Rama and bow to you. 

Sage r 8 wife—Long live, my child! 

Ping, and Kas.—(Approaching). Madam, mother of 

Satauanda, we two bow to you. 
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Altai .—My children, may your desired* be fulfilled ! 

luinia —who are th<*o ? 

Ahnl —They are Pin gala and Kasyapa. But *this is 
Mareecha and t his is Kaiala ; &ftd hy their sc ret rv }*Ou were 
deluded. (Points with her hand), 

(Karula and Mareecha are terrified and h tig in to run 
in the gvise of the deer), 

Ahnl.— Rama, my child, these two have become deer arrd 
are flying, kill them with thy arrow, 

t,llama—(Tn anger). Oh you wicked Rakshasas, where 
do you run. Stop! [Exeunt). 

Ping, and Kas. —Madam, the revered wife of sage 
Goutama*who has known the truth of the world through 
unalloyed knowledge and who has long been a guru, by good 
luck have you attained your own form ; by good luck, at 
your words Rama lias gone to kill these demons; by good 
luck‘Lave we got back our lives : when fate is favorable to 
the universe, it does good to it. 

Ahal —You spoke right (doing a little in front) Look 
here, my chiltlien ! Strung by the hand of Kousalya’s son, 
bis bow grew round like a circle and roaring from it darted 
the arrows which pierced the nccLof Karala • and as he fell 
be lost the form of the deer and (here appears slowly the 
body of a Rakshasa like unto a palm burning with jungle 
fire; and at its sight the gods in the heavens are rejoicing. 
Further, as Mareecha has disappeared from sight through 
ihe power of his sorcery, child Rama is returning with the 
irrow strung on his bow. 

(Enter Rama with arrow strung on his bow), 

Hama— Madam, by good luck, we were blessed*by your 
'everence. 

Ahal. —Child, thou delight of Kousalya, with my sing 
blown away by the dust of the lotus of thy feet, I desire, 0 
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Ramachandra, friend to the distressed, to serve again toy 
noble lord, sage Goutanm; please give me leave. 

Ryna —So be it. T bow to you. 

Ahyl —0, ornament of «tjie Solar Race thou shalt wed 
Janaki; and thou^lialfe protect the three worlds, destroying 
•all the Rakshasas. (Exit), 

Rama—(Looking at Ping ala and Kasyapa in sympathy)* 
Friends, I feel shame to look you in the face. 

ring, and Kas. —The blame is with Mareecha’s sorcery. 

Rama— This is but true. Irritated by the killing of Ins 
mother he displayed through sorcery a figure to me as of the 
daughter of Janaka; and credulous us I was, I took it for 
truth and behaved accordingly, not anywhere else, but here 
by the side of you, my friends. 

Kas. —This shall not be told to any person but father 
Ivousika; for he will be able to teach us. how to ward off the 
practice of witchcraft. 

Rama —You spoke right. 

(Behind the scenes). 

9 0, my men, know this is the path which my boy lias 

goneby where wild animals are killed; dreadful lionB are 
blocking the ways of the forest and these you will kill by 
your daggers; female elephants in the fear run after the 
males who run before in fear; look quietly at this couple of 
deer and cease your boisterous noise. 

Rama —This is the noise made by my retinue who come 
in search of me. 

Ping.— This is right. For, now, at the uproar of the 
retinue in a part of the forest, the lions are roaring. Hearing 
ttiat roar, the elephapts are running away in their humphs ; 
the bears in fear all run in haste ; and at their sight the 
monkeys make wry face3. Pierced by the daggers, the blood 
from the tiger runs down the nose of the cub. 

Kas. —It is so. 



Ping —Friend, it is very Jong since you came to huut. 

Rama—(Looking all round*) * What! we have been over¬ 
come by the youth of day ! The shade of the tree attends 
upon the feet of the passers -ty as if to take refuge with 
them ; the sun rises to the zenith of the skies as if to look 
about on all directions; the female cuckoos, all thirsty? do 
«ot care to get the leaves offered by their mates; and now 
with their wi.igs the male bees fan the distressed drones* 
Therefore we shall presently go to our camp, {Exeunt { . 

HERE ENDS THE THIRD ACT. 


ACT IV. 

INTERLUDE. 

Enicr a Gandiiarva. 

Gan.—" Having killed Thataka in battle, as well as 
Stfbahu with his forces and Karala, Raghava has sent them 
all to my town ” thus did Yarna send word to Indra wh^re 
at now thinks that the opening scene has been commence© 
in the drama of the killing of the Rakshasas. 

And I have received orders from the mighty king 
Mahondra who is pleased with the prostrations of the Devas 
whose jewelled crests give splendour to his feet. And that 
is to this effect“ Chitrangada, go to Lanka and bring 
information as to what the elder brother of Kumbhakarna is 
now going to do after hearing of the death of his kinderea.” 
^Reflects ) My lord has more hatred to Havana than he has 
love to Rama. Let this be. As I have now put on the guise 
of a Rakshasa through witchcraft, it is easy for me to enter 
tanka, guarded as it is on all sides by Rakshasas. {Looking 
in front). Who is this Rakshasi that comes in front? She 
has a face like that of a cammel; hair long, curled and dark. 
tier belly a veritable war-drum; breasts, one big ^nd the 
dfch&r small; her two hands uncomely like the water-snakes. 
her two feet like the feet of a mighty elephant; so that the 
jewelled ornaments she wears ill be come her, 
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• Enter Rakshasee. 

Riik.-++(To Ghitrangada .)• Hail! who art. thou? Arfc 
thou Karkla, or any other person ? 

Gan±~(To himself) Sh$«has herself led the way to 
converse with her. *( Aloud,) I am Karala himself. 

Rale. — (With wonder ), You stand like a stone! whilst 
your wife Gridliramukhi, surrounded by a host of weeping 
R^shasees, goes on beating her breast that her fcrd is killed 
by the sbaft9 of Rama, and does not yet cease lamenting, 

Gan.—(To himself.) She is wife to Karala. Therefore 
it is but just. (Aloud.) Who told her this? 

Bak ,—The noble Mareecha, not seeing the mighty king, 
of Lanka, told Prahasta and other ministers that his mother 
Tl|ataka, Subahu, and his friend Karala were all lfllled by 
one Rama ; and overpowered by grief for his mother’s deatjj, 
he went to the temple of Gokarna to perform penance. Thus^ 
was this news known by all. 

Gan, —What! is not the lord of Lanka in this town '( 

• Bak.— No. no. Therefore it is that I am sent by Lady 
Mandodari to go to the house of vidyutjihvva and enquire» 
where her lord is gone. And wherf I went there I could not 
see Vidyufjihwa- But his wife Mayavjjti told me* a few 
things to this effect. 

Gan. —Pray, what is that ? 

" t H 

Rale .—That of course must be kept a secret. How can 
I say tb^t? But there is not likely to be a person in the 
island to favour king Janaka. Therefore I may as well say. 
Listen thenJn the disguise of Rama, the king of Lanka 
lias gone in company with Vidyn^jihwa disguised as Kousika < 
and Sarana disguised as Lakshmanaj in order to defraud king 
Janaka and marry Janafci. 

Gan. —This is but right ; for, it is world-known that 
Jauaki loves Rama, 

6 
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Rak t — (With joy.) If thou art Karala I shall go in front 
reveal the glad tidings to Gridhramukei and get presen 
from her. 

Gan .—Why should you ^ult in vain ? I am not Karala; 
I am, another. 

Rak.—(With grief.) What! has Karala then come to that 
pass ? 

Gan .—What doubt is there in this ? 

Rale. —My desires are defeated. But what other art thou ? 

Gan ,—A follower of Vibheeshana. 

, Rale. —Let it be. I shall be by the side of Lady Mando- 
dari to do her commands. (Exit.) 

Gan .—I shall first reveal to king Janaka this news of 
Havana and then to the mighty lord Indra. (Exit.) 

(Here ends the Interlude ,) * 


Enter King Janaka and Satananda. 

Jan .—I am long anxious whether or not Viswamitra will 
fulfil my desire that before the lord of Lanka should ask for 
my, daughter’s hand she should be given away to Kama. 

Sat. —RfMa, have done with thinking. I)o we not know 
the prowess of this mighty sage who is like the Parijata to the 
ocean-like family of Kusika ? Does not the world know 
■ that it is he who shines with Brahmanya as an ornament 
jmade out of the golden mass of Kshatriya-hood fused in the 
'flames of the fire of uninterrupted penance, and that it is he 
who, for no object but that of destroying it, indulged in the 
desire of creating a new heaven at which all the celestials 
clasped their hands in adoration like so many lotus-buds and 
he proved then the moon. Therefore the marriage of Sita 
and Rama is fulfilled ; we need not then fear what the lord 
of Lanka will do. For, this Viswamitra has taught Rama 
the use of Jrimbaka and other weapons and mantras and has 
made him unassailable by any; therefore h§ is also capable 



•63 


of making him powerful enough to quell Ravana equippe® 
as he is with prowess to instM fear by often conquering the 
three worlds* * 

Entef Das a nan a in the distyhise of Rama accompanied by 

Vidyutjihwa in the disguise of Kousika and SaraNA 
in that of Lakshmana. 

Das —Ihe daughters of Subahu, Mareecha and Suketu 
will do whatever I ask them to do. But for the purpose of 
marrying her (Sita) I have assumed the form of ihan ; and yet 
my mind is not steady. 

Vid .—Mighty king, why fear you for no reason ? Seeing 
thee with a body blue as a fresh-laden cloud, with bows and 
arrows in both hands, and with eyes handsome as the petals 
of the lotus, Janaki will take you for Rama and wiTl doubt¬ 
less throw on your neck with joy the garland of Kimhheera 
flojvers interspersed with Durva grass and emerald. 

Das. —I do not aspire so far. But, this would sufiice. 
I saw her lock of hair and her lotus-like han3 on which she 
wore a golden ring. I only desire to see her other parts. 

Sar. —When she, deriding in beauty the Goddess Rati, 
should come to your presence to choose you with her garland 
on, you may look upon her from head to foot and give delight 
to your two eyes, and give delight to all your twenty eyes 
after going home. 

Das.—(With a glance of his eyes.) Row we have come 
to the region of Mithila. Here appears Janaki, in hue like 
a gulden aloe and looking like the crescent on the crest of 
Sankara. 

Enter Gateman. 

Gaieman —Maharajah! Victory attend thee I 

Janaha —Jeemoothaka. relate what you have to say. 

Gateman— The worshipful son of Kusika has come to 
the gate with Rama and Lakshmana. 



Jan.— (With joy and modesty ) Worshipful Satananda, 
please receive Viswamitra who, like anothei Brahma, created 
a new heaven for Trisanku, and bring him to me with the 
sons of Kakutsta. 

Sata. —Even so. [Exit. 

Jan. —How is it that, while sage Kousika has come te 
my house with Rama and Lakshmana, my heart throbs liko 
the lotus whose stalk is hit by the fins of the fish ? What 
shall I do ? , 

Enter Satananda with Dasanana and others disguised as 
Rama, Lakshmana and Kousika. 

Sata .— (To king Janaka.) These are Kousika and the 
party. (Vending to Vidijvjjihwa and others .) 

Job. — (Rising from his seat.) Sire, I, Seeradhwaja, king 
of the Videhas, bow r to vou. 

Vid. —Let good befall thee, mighty king Janaka. 

Sar■—(Aside to Dasanana.) Mighty king, as you are 
to w T ed Janala and to become the son-in-law of this king 
Janaka, prosperity is assured unto him. 

a Das. — (With joy.) That is so. 

VlDYUTJlHWA makes a sign with his brow and hints to 
Dasanana to how to Janaka. 

Das.—(Aside to Havana.) The guardians of the earth 
await the time to piostrate to me ; and even in the freaks of 
love I deign not to bow to Mandodari; how then may I not 

feel shv to bow to this man ? 

«/ 

Sar — (To himself.) It is doubtful if Janaki will be won 
by this person who is so full of pride. (Aside to Dasanana 
Mighty king, it is not right to act inconsistently with the 
present move/ 

Das.— Sir, I, the son of Dasaratha, bow to you. 

(Sarana repeals the same.) 

Jan.— Bear children, may you live long! 
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iSaf.—Sire, son of Gadhi, these two boys are of the sam% 
nature; there is no difference between them in the prostra¬ 
tion, the|r bearing and ttoeir conduct. Which of these is 
Rama and which Lakshmana ? 

Vid.—[To himself) None- [Aloud.) This is Rama who 
^ith a body, blue like the cloud, sits in love of his younger 
brother; and this is Lakshmana who with a body j T ellow like 
gold stands respectfully towards Rama. 

• Das.—(Aside to Sarnna.) Why does Janaka delay in 
bringing his daughter ? 

Sar —(To himself.) How hasty is this gem of fools? He 
has just seen Janaka. [Aloud to Dasanana.) Maharajah,t»e 
patient for a while. 

Sal. —Sire, Kousika.— 

Das. — [Aside in anger.) I believe that that o(»gg to 
killed by Mareecha; and this fellow is known by his name 
because he has assumed his form. 

8ar.—(Aside ) That is for the marriage of Janaki. 

•» 

Sat. —W r e are joyed to hear that after sixty-thousand 
y # eara of devotion for the getting of a son, King Dasaratha 
has begot four sons, like unto gems for the three woilds, 
through the sacrifice at which the son of Vibhandaka 
officiated. 

Vid.—'To kirmclf) This is the son of Ahalya. Before 
he should rejoice in the birth of Rama he shall have cause to 
lament on hearing that Rama was killed by Mareecha on his 
way from Ayodhya. (Aloud.) Sire, the joy is not to you 
alone; the whole world is rejoicing. 

Das.—(Aside.) Sarana, left me hear the nectar-like 
words of Janakee’s nyirriage. My mind misgives whether 
Thataka whom I sent to prevent Kousika from returning 
with Rama and his retinue will properly execute that work 
or not. (Reflecting.) Once before, sage Narada said to nre 
thus.—“0 Havana, why do you needlessly endeavour to 
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fight with short-lived men ? If you have the pride to fight, 

you should fight; with the mighty gods/ If I had not listened 
to this but had killed Dasaratha, the son of Aja, wLere will 
Rama be in the world? And’how would Sita love him? 

i 

Sar .— (Aside.) It \vas but just that you listened to tho 
w r ords of Narada and refrained from fighting with men and 
left Dasaratha unhurt; for, while all the Kshatriyas were cut 
down by Parasurama who by severe penance pleased Siva and 
obtained from him wonderful and resplendent arms and 
many a mantra by which his arm grew mighty, why did he 
lekve this Dasaratha alone who displayed the power of his 
arm by fighting with the Danavas ? U 

Das.'—(Aside, with joy and exultation.) You remainded 
me in time- I shall get that same Parasurama, who is my 
friend, to kill Aja's son Dasaratha and his sons- 

Sar. —( Aside.) That is only if Rama and Kousika have 
nob been killed by Thataka and her party. 

Jan. —Worshipful son of Kusika, on hearing of the birth 
of sons to Aja’s son, my ears were delighted ; but now when 
I see his children before me rny eyes have also derived 
pleasure ; if the marriage between my daughter and Rama be 
fulfilled then the joy will be not mine alone but that of the 
race of Nimi for ever. Therefore at once enter upon the vow 
of sacrifice ; and we shall also begin the preparations for the 
child's marriage. 

Sar. — (Aside io Dasanana.) If ,the marriage should take 
dace with master, then also there will be eternal joy. 

Das. —What doubt is there ? 

Vid. — (Aside) How did this happen? Let it be. Whaf 
larm ? If Kousika is killed by the Rakshasas, all will be 
twanged. If that be not so, we shall have to get out of sight. 

Das. —That is my inclination also. 

Sat —Rajah, Oormila also should be given to Lakshmana. 
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Vid. —(A$id5.)*Sarana, your coming too has been of avail. 
My coming on 4he other hand has been fruitl^s. 

8dr.—(Aside.) Not so. In tiie sacrifice Kousika’s wife 
will became your wife and hif^ons and disciples will become 
^ours as also the rich milch-cows of his. 

Vid. — (Asi^e to Sarana.) Sarana, why do you mock me 
as the husband of an old woman ? 

Jan . —Worshipful son of Gautama, not only that; but 
nfy younger brother Kusadwaja from the town of Mithila has 
sent up hither his daughters Mandavi and Srutakeerti to be 
married to Bharata and Satrughna. 

Das. —(dsicfr.) Sarana, I was a fool not to have brought 
in two other persons in the guise of Bharata and Satrughna* 

Sar. — (Aside-) And Vidyutjihwa who came is snoilpd hv 
his form of Kousika. What shall I say ? 

Suta. —Worshipful Kousika, why did you not take 
Bataratha with Bharata and Satrughna ? 

Sar. — (Aside fo Ihsnnana.) I told yqjj already that 
Kousika had gone to invite Basaratha with his wives and 
children. But Vidyutjihwa did not act in accordance there¬ 
with. 

Pas. — (Aside.) Let it be. Attempt should now be made 
to see Janaki, 

Vid —Basaratha, with his retinue, is staying on the way 
refreshing himself. 

Jan. —Who is there ? 

Enter Gatkman. 

Gutman —Let master command. 

Jan .—Let the daughters be brought in for prostration 
at the feet of worshipful Kousika. 

Gathnan —Even so. (Exit.) 

Das. — (Aside ) Sarana, God is favourable to me. 
taqerncss.) Should the daughter of the Earth be now brought 
lere, she will look at me in the form of Rama and will trus 
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in me and will display her ardent love to pie by her glances 
which excel in beauty a whole forest of lotuses. 

, (Behind the scene*.) 

Oh ye, who sit at this gate, tell vour master Janaka* 

M j ^ ^ 

that with a view to kidnap'* his daughter, Vidyutjihwa, 
Sarana and the king of the Rakshasas have come in theo 
forms of the son of Gadhi, Lakshmana and Rama respectively 

(All listen.) 

JPas. — (Asids to Vidyutjihwa in anxiety.) By whom ja 
our story related to king Janaka ? No body else knows it. 

Vid. — (Aside, shaking with fear ) Mighty king, what 
shaM I say about this marvelj? No one other than my wife 
is able to know of this. 

Sar. — (To himself.) Our attempts are spoiled by some 
wicked person. (Aloud) Worshipful Satananda, it must be 
enquired who makes this declamation. 

Sata. — fTo himself.) What ? are these Ravana, Sarana 

* r 

and^ Vidyutjihwa, come in the forms of Rama, Lakshmana 
and Kousika ? ‘ (Aloud.) Lakshmana we shall enquire. 

Jan. — (With anxiety, to himself .) I felt happy that this 
Kousika ha3 come to fulfil my wishes; but it has happened! 
otherwise. (Aloud.) Oh, who is there ? 

Enter Gateman. 

Gateman —Let Maharajah command me. 

Jan. —Enquire who said this, 

Gateman —Rajah, what else is there to enquire about ? 
Just now, a divine personage delivered these words and is 
flying up; another Kousika is approaching you with another 
Rama and another Lakshmana! 

Jan. —Worshipful Satananda, what is this ? 

Sata.—(Aside to Janaka). This nmst have been told btf 
Indra’s messenger. We shall by and by make a t decision 
upon the forms of those already here and of those who are to 
crime in. ( Aloud to Vidyutjihwa.) Worshipful son of 
Kousika, what is this ? 
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Vid. — (To himself.) We have been arrested like thievA 
by the delectiw Kousika^. {Aloud.) Let the*Rakshasas who 
bear oilr forms come in. We shall go some where else. 

Dae — (Aside to Sarana^ What? could Thataka and 
others have been killed by the Kshatriya boy ? 

Sar.—Thiscannot happen. It Kaghava is able to kill 
Thataka or Mareecha or Subahu, he will kill all of us 
Kakshasas. 


Das .—1 Aside to Vidyvljilnca.) What ought to be done 
by us ? 

Vid.—(Aside to Havana.) By the virtue of magic we 
shall hide ourselves and observe what takeB place? and tlien 
do what is proper. 

Das. —You spoke correctly. 

Jan.— (Aside to Satananda.) As these are consulting 
one another with anxious faces I think these ought to be 
Rajsshasas. 

Sata. —I also think so. 

Vid —King Jan aka, why should ycu Hesitate ? We 
said already we shall go somewhere else. Dasanana must 
surely be entertained properly. But do not say you will^ive 
your daughter to him. 

Jan. — I shall do so. (Gets up and with folded hands 
shows the ican). 


(Dasanana and others get up and exeunt, and hiding themsdw 
under cover of magic they sit a little apart 
Sata. —Rajah, I shall now bring in Ivousika and others 
after entertaining them properly. (Exit)' 


Enter Kousika with Hama and Laksbmana. 

Rons. —[To himself.) Rama’s heart has been made to 
3 tand fast to Janaki; and the union of such loving youths is 
praiseworthy; and having seen this Rama in her dream, 
Sita, attended by her companions, fades away by night 
and by day lying on a bed of tender leaves. And it il good 
' or the world that I have taught Rama atd Lcksl xr.txa \U 
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art of wielding the Jrimbaka weapon. For, should Dasanana 
flushed with tke conquest of the three worlds; and angry that 
his own people had been killed and Seeta married by Rama? 
attempt to attack him, he may not be conquered. <Further? 
knowing that the Kakshasns are sorcerers, I left Rajah 
Dasaratha and hurried to my abode with these in order that; 
the marriage of this girl should take place without hindrance, 
(Aloud) D^ar Rama and Lakshmana, how to King Janaka. 
For this King Janaka learnt the Upanishads from hi? precep¬ 
tor Yagnyavalkya and, having crossed the griefs of Samsara, 
is in a position to be revered even by ancient sages. 

Rama and Lahh. We shall do so. 

Lak .—Worshipful sire, it is a marvel to us to hear 
that fropi the earth on which this King performed a sacrifice 
there arose a girl named Seeta when the earth was cleft by 
the plough. 

Kous .—That is so. 

llama—(To himself, ajter pondering). Although I decided 
that the falling of Seeta into the fire was a sorcery, yet even 
now, as I think upon it, 1 feel anger and pity ; although the 
wrong done by Havana to Janaka was a myth, yet a 
remembrance of it makes me eager to cut down all his ten 
heads. Moreover, this noble Kousika, on a pretence of per¬ 
forming a sacrifice, and with a view to accomplish the 
fbarriage of Seeta, has brought me in haste with all my 
kindred. And how do 1 feel it ? 1 doubt that the attain¬ 
ment of Seeta is possible. And as I think of the glory of 
Kousika I comfort myself that I may win her. And I feel 
happy over it. And at last 1 enjoy an everlasting bliss. 
(Aloud). Worshipful sire, this wondei; also I hear, namely, 
that in the house of Janaka who has performed severe 
penances there is a bow of Siva being worshipped which is 
afi big as a mountain and which cannot be strung by the 
Deva%or Asuras. 

Kous.—[Laughing). That also is. (All come round). 



, t Enter Satananda. 

f, ' 9 • *, 

Sata. —Rajah, this is worshipful Kousika*. And these 

two are sons of Da3aratha. 

• , •# 

Jan. — (To lymself). These have been pointed out by 
ihe preceptor in accordance with the forms they assume. 
(Aloud)- 1 am fnuch pleased. ( lie entertains them and gives 
them seats). 

* • 

# Sata.—(To himself). These may be Iiakshasas. But I 

shall speak thus : (Aloud). I am happy thdt the noble 
Kousika has come with Hama and Lakshmana. 

Jan. — (To himself.) I shall also speak consistently \^th 
Satananda. (Aloud). By good luck did Dasaratha take 
Kishyasringa to his house; by good luck did he perform the 
sacrifice for Dasaratlm's prosperity ; by good luck \fere sons 
then born unto the king; and by good luck were these two 
led unto my presence by you. 

• Dus —(To Vidi/utjUma). Does he talk thus taking them 
for the real personages ? •• 

Vid. —I think that Janaka has faith only in us. 
lions. —That is true. But let this be listened to patiently 
by dear Satananda and friend Janaka. 

Both. —We are all attention. 

Das -—What is this wretched Kousika going to say ? 

Vid .—Probably that he escaped the clutches of our men 
who obstructed him in the wav. • 

Sara. —How could he have come here without escaping 
from them. 

Kous. —As I was bringing up Dasaratha with his wives 
and children on the plea of a sacrifice I am to perform, I was 
obstructed in the w^y by Thataka who suddenly raised a 
storm of dust. 

Das. — (With jog). Well done by that noble woman ! 
YU .—I should hoar how she was repelled. • 

Das.— (With shame). As I was plunged in joy i forgol 
that this sage had come with the children of Raghu. 


) 
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Rons.*— Although Rama was careless seeing that she 

was a woman, vet an arrow darted from the Low— 

« * 

Das — Wnat an attempt does this wretched sage make 
to glorify the Kshatriya boy ! 1 

Sara.—(Wilh fear). Let us hear what took place next 

Rons. —Her broad chest being pierced- by that arrow, 
she suddenfy gave up her life. 

Jan.—{Aside to Sataranda) Surely, in order to create 
a trust in the’form he has assumed, this Rakshasa has begun 
to tell this story, 

Sata. —The rest also should be heard, 

Jan. — (Aloud). Where is this boy ? and where is she 
with the power of a thousand elephants f 

Das.-AVeU did Jan aka object. 

S<da .—Or what is impossible for any one with the grace 
of God ? 

i Yvl .—This wicked scion of Angiras tries to explain it. 

Sara. —Ah ! Thataka ! this wicked fellow did not leave 

yon even after knowing you were a woman. 

f Das. —( With fear.) We do not know what was done by 
her followers. 

Jan. —What then ? 

Kous .—Then Subahu and other Rakshasas came pursuing 
Rama. 

Das. —What, will they brook the death of Thataka ? 

Sara. —Did this Raghava boy repel them also in his 
pride of power ? 

Rons —Listen. What else ? In the field of battle> 
the arrows of Rama played such havoc by killing Subabuamj 
his army of Rak®hasas that vultures and jackals exult and 
dance for joy roaming about and eating of the fallen trunks 
and the flesh that lay in the field. 

Sata.—{Aside to Jamba). In this circumstance what 
do you think of doing with these ? 
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Jan — (Aside to Satananfyi)\ That my diyighter should 
be devoted as the prize of prowess. * 

Sala. — {Aside). What shjll be the wager? 

Jan. — (Aside). Stringing the bow of Siva. 

Sahi — {Aside; indifferently laughing )* How easy is the 
stringing of Siva*s bow to the Lord of the Rakshasas who, 
with his fingers, tossed in the sides the mountain of Kylaa 
crowded with the whole host of gods who had come to worship 
the*Lord and filled with the host3 of spirits moving like so 
many Merus 1 

Jan, — (Aside) Worshipful sire, I shall tell you the trutli. 
Formerly, Siva told me that this bow cannot be strung by 
the Sidhas, Charanas, Gandharvas, Devas, Danavas and 
Rakshasas. 

Sata. — (Aside). Then it is right to make that stake. 

Fid.—What! Kousika spoke of the killing of all. 

Sara —That is truth. But then Mareecha and his party 
who are sorcerers are not to be repelled by any. 

Lal \—Carried away by brothers arrow to a long 
distance in the skv was Mareecha : but whether he vrtis 
killed or let oil it does not appear. 

Das.—(J> walking heavily in anger). The Lord of Lanka 
still rules the worlds—he on whose men this wind doth fear 
to blow, the sun to shine and the fire to burn ; how then 
does Rama dare to live after killing Thataka, Subahu and all 
his hosts ^ And how does Kousika attempt to protect him ? 
(Desires to get up). 

Vid,—(Preventing him). Mighty king, be patient a 
while. See what comes next. 

% Jan. — (To himself). *My mind seems to get clear. (Aloud) 
What 1 was Mareecha driven away by Rama ? 

Kous .—Yes. 

Sara _ (To himself). Alas! Till now the prowess of 

his arm was complete ; but now it has been broken by this 
person as the sun by Rahu, 

7 
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Das .—(Biting Ins teeth), I shall not leave this Ksbatriya 
boy. My twenty hands still exist which held”the mountain ot 
Siva; there are the ten quivers ot arrows with which I 
quelled the pride of the guardians of the Earth’s corners; and 
I still possess this sharp weapon of Sa'kti given by Maya 
which put down the pride of Yama. Whom should 1 then 
fear? Who will star.cl before me in battle ? 

t 

Fid.—Why is this fuss about a man-child whom you can 

1 •**••• • * * 
throw easily by striking with your little finger. 

Sata ,—This llama is of mighty prowess. 

Lali -—That is why this worshipful Kousika has initiated 
me and my elder brother in the arts of the divine weapons. 

Ti'h —Did master hear Lakshmanas words ? 

Das. —Why should we fear on this account ? 

Sara .—From the very first this Kousika alone has been 
bating us. 

Kous.—\To himself) Janaka and Satananda appear to 
think that I and these children are different from what we 
at*e- Have these been already defrauded by these feigning 
llakshasas ? Let it be. (Aloud,) King Janaka, dear Sata¬ 
nanda, you two appear to have something to talk to me. 
"What is it you have to say ? 

(Janaka gives hint to Satananda.) 

Sata. —To that prince in all the three worlds who strings 
the bow of Siva, this lord of Mithi!a will gladly give his 
daughter rich in virrues nowhere to be found. 

Kous .— (Laughing.) You have not faith even in us. Or 
who will have faith in llakshasas full of unchecked pride and 

v* ■* § 

assuming various shapes by means of sorcery ? Let therefore 
the bow of Siva be brought for the purpose of stringing. 

Jan .—Worshipful Satananda, you yourself please go and 
fetch that bow of Siva. 

Safa.—I.shall do so [Exit. 



Idas .—Is this boy able to # string the bow of Siva which 
could not be borne by my arms which held the mount of 
Kylas? 

Vid. —Alas ! algs ! why did this fool stake thus. There 
i*none in the world who can string the bow of Siva. 

Idas,—(Looking at the shj.) Alas ! poor Janaki! seeing 
that } r ou were the daughter of my friend, king J&naka, I did 
nofctcarrv thee away by main force ; hearing thak you are in 
love with a mortal I did not entreat the king ; and though I 
assumed that form you cannot be attained by me because 
the difficult stake run by your father; nor can you be won 
by any other. Then, what shall I say? Alas, alas! thou 
art ever to remain a maid. 

Star. —It has now come about that Maharajah should 
steal her away, if he has pity for her. 

Enter Satahanda. 

Sata. —Ilere I have brought the bow of Siv«v (Sits.) 

Kous. —Dear Ramabhadra, look at this, 

fifinna —As given orders. (Gets vp and goes near the bote.) 

Jhs. —What, he approaches without fear! 

Vid. —What, will he string it ? 

Sar. —Will he marry Janakeo too? 

i 

(Enter Sita veiled in red , vilh other girls, led 
Inj the gateman mho goes a little in front). 

Sila —Darlings, the effulgent sage Kousika is come; he 
slrould be bowed to by ns. 

llama—(To himselj) . What is this? the voice of a female 
parrot rains nectar in rny ears and reminds me of the voice 
of the magical Janaki which so resembled this. 

Oormilfi —Did you hear the noble Janakee’s words? 

Hama — (Looking. To himself ). Is this the real Janaki ? 
Sjje, who even before I saw her, robbed the south wind of its 
coolness, the moon of her delight to the eyes, the pleasure- 
garden of its delights? the cuckoo of its sweet melody, the food 
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of its taste and the night of its fleeting nature ? It is she 
■' that I now see. Therefore J should hold heV fast by my two 
hands. ( Reflecting ), This daughter of the Earth can be 
bound by ray hands only after I should have crossed the 
hindrance of stringing the bow of Siva; not otherwise. 
(Hastens and looks at the boir). 

Mandaoi —Noble Janaki. I hear that two princes have 
been brought by sage Kousika. 

Sita- —^es. 

^ Mand .—We also hear that one of them is lover of a girl. 

Sita—din jealousy). Pshaw! What do you say? Sit 
quiet. (Strikes with a toy lotus). 

0~r.—(Laughing). Sita, by this act yon have shown to 
me what offence Mandavi is going to impute to you. 

Sita— Oormila, von who talk irrelevantly, get away. 

Sruia,— Sita, why do you feel provoked even here ? It 
so, speak. Who among these girls is it who, having seen in 
her dream a person of Cupid-like beauty, is fading away day 
by day like a mountain-stream that gets dried up little by little 
in summer ? Whose limbs are as white as an idol of molten 
gold on which fresh-drawn milk is poured? And who is it 
that in the midst of an unfrerpiented garden, in an arbour ot 
Jessamine creepei’3 siinouruled by a grove of green and shady 
coc anut-trees and fei c d b/ the branches of pomegranate 
bent with the load of heavy fruits, passes her days on a bed 
of green tender leaves, with paste of sandal mixed with 
cuscus rubbed thick owr her pnt-like breasts, wearing on it 
a garland of white lotus-stalks like a fresh crescent, and 
enjoying the cool air as her attendants fan her by her syeV 
And further who is it that wakes early and talks thus to her 
attendants ?— 

Mand.— Srutakeerthi, say, say. 

t 

Oar —Say what. 

Sita —Srutakeerthi says so. 
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Sruta.—(In Sanskrit). f If by chance I^et sleep, 
in my dream tliere appears a youth named Rama ; slowly he 
comes near to me; says ‘ I am thy servant 5 ; draws asidethe 
cloth fr<5m the breasts ; at tfife twitching of my brows she 
folds his hands and*with some pretence he kisses my face.” 

(Ookmila and Mandavi look at Sita). 

Sit a. (To herself , in modesty). These hav^ known all 
mv things. What to do? (Aloud, yich'i.g rp courage). 
Now, it is not you that are to be blamed, but that companion 
of mine, Seelavati, whose habit is to be joking. For, she 
took Srutakeertbi to be a child, and deceived her by saying 
that Sita is pining for love, that her body has become thin 
and pale, that she is lying on a bed of tender leaves, and so 
on and so forth, and repeating it unceasingly and inappro¬ 
priately to her. 

Mandari—[hooking in front) What is this? Here h 
placed the bow of Siva which is (usually) kept in an irtn- 
box wide as the mouth of the lower regions *and which is 
beautified by the drops of sandal sprinkled at the time of 
daily worship. And who is this by its side who, like the 
growing moon gives delight to the eyes of the spectators, 
who is bedecked by the crown of hair circled by a garland of 
gold, whose body is as blue as the inner petals of the blue- 
lily blown at twilight, with eyes extending to the ears and, 
broad as the lotus leaves and red at the corners and with 
arms round and stout and long like the trunk of a young 
elephant, and who looks like an ornament to this hermitage 
itself ? 

Seela. — (Looking.—To herself) What? the stature of 
thk person corresponds*with that of the dear person seen 
in the dr^am! Therefore my desires are fulfilled. For, 
though famed for prowess in all the throe worlds, this # 
wicked Cupid, ignoring the shame of aiming his arrows at 
frail women, distresses me by showering his arrows on me 
who desire to attain the hand of this lovely youth; even the 
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moon burns me with the Icalakooia poison whioh he got 
easily from his residence withinJdie sea and which he has 
assumed as his spot; and the south wind, having secured the 
cruelty of Yama from the south where he resides/is depri¬ 
ving me of my life. 

(Stands looking in this posture with all her companions). 

Sata.—.U ajah, please see this son of Raghu, 

Jan. —This son of Raghu looks gallantly at the bow 
kept in the iron-box which shines like lightning on the car 
w[iich is drawn by 5oO servants and which on its eiglJ j 
wheels moves with a loud noise. 

Kous. —And as certainlv does lie lift it with ease and 

%> 

place it;,on the ground. 

Lak .—And he holds the bow and strings it too. 

Jan.—{With joy and svrjrrise). And draws it too. 

Sata .—And what shall I say ? lie has broken it too. 

t 

Jan.—(With dismay). Frightened at the sound of the 
big bow of Siva, bioken by this son of the family of lvakutsta, 
wfyich (sound) resembled the rumbling of the clouds before 
the deluge, most people of the three worlds go into a pwrmn 
and fall suddenly, while some who get up slowly and regain 
their sense begin to wonder. 

Safa —(Aside to Janaka). This certainlv is vour friend, 

C * *' t 

the worshipful (Kousika,) this is Lakshmana, and this again 
is Rama. Do you not see that those who came first were' 
Rakshasas ? 

Jan. — f A side). I have understood. 

Sata. — (Aside), By good luck liave we got up from the 
sea of illusion and the sea of desires,, 

Kmts .—King Janaka, listen ! When, to the terror of 
the three worlds there rose the sharp thunder from the Siva’s 
bow strung and broken by dear Rama, the God Brahma wore 
the veil on his face to protect his wife ; and similarly the 
God Siva threw his left arm around the left side of his wife- 



This is* but true. 

Vid. —This Kshatriya lp,d is of mighty prowess. For,^ 
formerly, in the battle of the city of Yama,# this my master 
became.enraged and set up roar with his ten mouths ; and 
to that roar that f^li on the ears of the guardian elephants 
and put them to terror is equal the noise caused by the 
Siva’s bow strifhg by this scion of Kakutsta. 

Sara. —What does Vidyut jihwa describe ? The breaking 
ff the bow of Siva whose bow is Mem is certainly the 
cutting of the root of our Maharajahs desires.* 

Tkts — (7b 1 tflijufjih ?/Y(, irith anger and 1 availtfir), This 
person, having broken the bow of the moon-crested Siva, is 
to wed the daughter of Videha ; the King of Mithila is to be 
he giver and sage Ivmsika will approve of it; and the king 
d Lanka who came in the shape of another to get Tier himrelf 
L r oes back to Ids town singly. How capie this about? What 
k> you think ? 

Fid.— [Tv himself) This king is provoked. 4 shall 
therefore do his bidding. (Aloud) I need not pa}’ anything 
’a) you who know bow to act consistently with the times. 

* 

])ns —Then, hear. This prince who has bee rfie my 
memy by reason of his killing my kindred by force should 
)e killed fiist; and as this (Janaka) committed a fraud, he 
should be killed, though a friend, and Seeta should be earn¬ 
'd away. 

Sara —If so, give orders, and I shall presently hurl my 
uace with my hand and cleave his chest, and, with that raw 
lesh of the man-child as a confection, I shall drink of the 
hood that would How from the throat of the king of Videha 
vhom L shall cut with my sword. 

Vid. — (To himself). This Rama, being equipped with 
,he knowledge of all the weapons imparted to him by Ivoasika, 
s of unfathomably mighty prowess ; and even our Mahifrajah 
s unable to stand before him in fight, How then may 
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Sarana stand? (Aloud). Fie, you fool! What da you 
pottle ? Mighty king, be pleased to hear a little. 

»' r 

—1 am all attention to ministers. 

Vid. —An action done witfytut thought will never comft 
to good ; but if that is done after thinking it will produce t 
much good. Therefore, presently, after taking counsel of 
Malyavan and others, we must so act that Kama should be 
- killed and Se^ta won. 

Bus, —If so, let us again get into the car and go quickly 
to Lanka. Why should I desire to see Seeta now, if it 
is decided that she should be taken by force ? 

(Exit with the Nalcshasas). 

Jan.—(With jot/ and modesty)- Hail! hail! to you 
Kousika, the moon to the ocean of the race of Gadhi, who 
performed this mighty task for the accomplishment of my 
desires! 

Sala. —Worshipful sou of Kousika, Seeta is to be given to 
Hama and so is Oormila to Lakshmana; and Mandavi and 
Srufeakeerthi are to be given to their younger brothers. 

Kous. —That is well, that is well, 

Sseta—(To herself). What! My sweet love has so 
quickly broken the bow of Siva ns an elephant in rut breaks 
the sugarcane. Wonderful! wonderful! (Aloud) Oormila, 
what is this ? 

Dor —Alas! alas! it was with difficulty we endured this 
one moment when, quaking at the terrific noise which arose 
when this son of Raghu broke the bow of Siva and which re¬ 
sembled the roar of the clouds at the deluge, we embraced one 
another and closed our eyes without being able to look. 

Mand,— Therefore we shall all bow to sage Kousika and 
go to the inner apartments. 

Sruta- —We shall do so. 

Jan. — (With joy and grace and respect). Dear Rama- 
bhadra, come, come. Thou art the light of the solar race, 
famed for the prowess of thy arm; thou art the abode o* 



skill, with limbs tnade graceful by the coming of youth 
thou art the pi4ot who rescued me from the ocean of q^r 
vows ; and thou art the embodiment of all the merits trea¬ 
sured up by my daughter in previous births. 

(Rama hows Jm head and sits by the sid.e of Kounlca-) 

Ga tern an.~ He re com* the daughters. 

Sceta. — (Looking). Here sits he who broke the bow of 
Siva, Owing to awe, my hands and legs do not move, 
f Hides herself hy the side of Mondavi). 

Rama .— (To himself). Mv modesty in £he presence of 
my preceptor sufficiently hinders me from enjoying the 
pleasure of seeing my love; but this joy at hearing the tinkle 
of the anklet on her legs gives pleasure to my ears ; and am 
I not blessed on that account ? 

(hr,—(To herself). And by the side of him Vho broke 
the bow of Siva sits handsome Lakshmana in colour like th 6 
molten gold, and seeing him, my heart has become the hart 
which master Cupid hunts. How is this ? ((iocs near Janaka). 

Laic.—(To himself). My heart, drawn *fnto the net ot 
the glances of this wide-eyed girl, does not return to me. 
What shall I do ? (Sits with fare turned askh). 

Jan.— You children ought to bow to this worshipful 
sage Kousika. 

The Laughters .—We bow at your feet. 

Kous. —Children, may nil your desires be fulfilled ! 

('The dang hi t,rs move a little ) 

Kous —I shall presently begin the sacrifice. Rajah, you 

too fulfil vour vow. 

«/ 

Jan. Gateman, go and tell the authorities that as the 
marriage festivities of my children are drawing neat, 
plantfin trees with ripe bunches should bo tied up at every 
threshold, the walls of the houses should be whitewashed, 
festoons should be hungup with bunches of flowers # in a 
line and that pictures should be drawn. 
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„ Gateman. So shall I (Exit.) 

(Behind the scenes.) > 

The lord of Kosala has /evident)} 7 ) approached this 
hermitage from Ayodhya, since tfiis tract has been invaded by 
the horses and elephants. 

Jan .—Worshipful son of Kousika, it is Devavrata that 
speaks. Therefore our preceptor, Satananda, with Kama, 
vi Lakshmana and the daughters, should go and meet and 
receive our old friend, the Maharajah Dusaratha, and entertain 
him with due "respect. 

Kous. —So shall it be done. 

''Jan. —Devavrata, send the women of our zenana in the 
rear, in order to do honour to the lord of Kosala, who has 
come with his zenana.. (Exeunt '. 

(Here ends the Eourtk Act). 


ACT V. 

INTERLUDE. 

Enter Viradha. 

' K?/\- Mnraged at hearing of the vow taken bv Kama to 

kill the Kakshasas for the protection of the sages inhabiting 
J.ANisriiANA, the famous Kliara has sent me, his friend, to 
kill him, the son of Dasaratha, (Smithuj with pride) Among 
the Kakshasas, the king (Havana) is mighty ; and Kliara is 

4 

superior even to him; and greater than ho is Lav ;na, and 
greater even than he is myself. Who is there that is my 
equal ? And again, it is because Pusan,ana is the son of Kokasi 
that he is respected by us in the Kingdom of Lanka, (iicjlrd- 
inrj) Indeed ? what shall f say of the boldness of this prince 
zts of the Himalayas ? Ilis vow has enraged all the Kakshasas. 
Therefore 1 ought to punish him even without being told 
by Kliara. Anri in the disguise of a cuckoo I saw him ; 
and talking with Seeta he is sitting on a rock in the cool 
shade of the Vahula trees big with ful-blown flowers in a 



solitary place on th£ summit of a high hill; and Lakshrlian*, 
standing at the»thivshold of jthe bower by the side of the 
Sandal grove, has kept down the quiver fcnd bow and ia 
looking fit the skies, for no reason, with the sword drawn from 
the scabbard. It is surprising to see his gallantry and his 
dauntless posture. (/I little drjnrctwd) Is it possible for me to 
conquer even ims Lakshmana who lias such a marvellous 
prowess of arm? And what need I say then in the^case of Rama? 
'therefore 1 shall take the form of Rama and wui’ Janaki to 
a distant place and sport with Iter as I please. Owing to the 
separation from his dear wife, Rama will give up his life and 
so will Laksh nun a because of his brother’s death ; and KlffuVa 
wishes will also be fulfilled. Therefore I shall be sitting in 
this forest of Kocidam trues? not far distant from this, waiting 

Jafayu is not 

to be seen here. Surely he has gone to pay his respects to his 
eljier-brotlier Sampathi. (Lookinj in front). What! here is 
Soorpanakha come from the island of Lanka, But let that be. 
I shall ask her about the welfare ot the miglfh’ lord of £anka. 

(Comes round). 

Eater SooRPaNaKua. 

Sow .—T have been sent by my elder brother, the mighty 
lord of Lanka, wifli orders to bring for him Janaki, the wife 
of the son of king Raghu living in the bower constructed in 
Ranchavati. And I, in the disguise of the bird Datj^ka, 
have seen her sitting bv the side of her husband. But how to 
carry her away is my doubt. Or, let that be. As soon as that 
Rama, beautiful as Cupid and blue like the blue-lily, came in 
sight, my mind was drawn by Cupid. Therefore I shall dis¬ 
play the form of Janaki and draw llama lonely to a distant 
and taking him by surprise I shall sport with him as 
X please on the stony tract of Hemakoota. ( Comes round). 

Vir. —Soorpanakha, welcome to you. 

Soar. — Is that Yiradha ? Sir, are you well ? 


for the time when Janaki will come out lonely 
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Piv\-—I s it Well with the mighty lord of Lanka ? 

Soor. —He will be well, if htf is without anxiety. 

Vir.—(To himself ). Of what nature may his anxiety be? 
(Aloud) Did the mighty king bbar of Ramans vow to" kill the 
llakshasas? 

Soor. —He heard and took counsel too of his ministers 
as to what should be done. And he has secretly sent word 
-through Akarppana, the spy, to Ivhara. 

Vir.—(To himself). And that is why Tvhara has thus, 
with respect, sent me up here. (Aloud), These two Ivsha- 
triya boys seem to have come to Janasthanam only for the 
purpose of quelling the Rakshasas. 

Soor. —Sir, please listen. The Maharajah has brought 
misery on himself. 

Vir. — (With respect), I am all attention. 

Soor. —There is a kingly sage by name Janaka. 

Vir, —I know it. lie is the friend of our Maharajah, 
seeing that he is, a devotee of Siva. 

Soor.—' The Maharajah went to marry his daughter 
Seeta, having taken the* shape of Rama whom he thought 
Seeta loved. 

Vir.—(To himself). Like mine, his mind.also is inclined 
to her. (Aloud). What then? 

Soor. —Then did Janaka set the stringing of the bow of 
Siva as a wager for her marriage. 

Vir. —That is difficult for the Maharajah because of his 
being a Raksliasa. 

Soor. —That is why Seeta was married by the prince. 

Hr.—What then? 

^ Soor. —Then my brother fell into a fit of jealousy, anger, 
fchame and passion and came back to the city of Lankd, con¬ 
sulted Malyavan and other ministers and has resolved upon 
something. 

Tir.-What then ? 



Boor .—Then he told Parasurama, the Devotee of SivA, 
of Rama’s breaking the bovinof Siva, set him in a rage and 
sent him to kill Rama. 

Fi>y—'That axe-bearer |jas seen the other side of the 
Ocean of his vow o£ killing all the Kshatriyas. What then ? 

8' 00 i \—Then in a rage did the bra\e Raghava dispossess 
him of his bow of Vishnu and take away \m prowe3S and 
quell his pride by enjoining him not to go int^> the regions 
ofWnerit. 

Vir.—(Witk grief and wonder). If even* the killer of 
Kartavirya who overpowered Havana by the might of his 
arms, was conquered, then alas ! all the three worlds* are 
conquered by Rama. What then ? 

Soor .—Then did Manthara, Kaikeyi and pasaratha 
become possessed of (the spirits of) my lord Yidyutjilnva and 
others who had been set up by the Maharajah. 

. Hr.—What then? 

Sonr. — Then did Kaikevi go into the house of wrath* 

. r: 

being constrained by Manthara to pray to her husband for the 
exile of Rama to the forest and for the investing of Bharatha 
with kingly power, for the two boons which he had formerly 
granted. 

TiV.—All else m known. Being then prayed to in this 
manner, the kingvthougfi old, ’.ad such a passion for the 
young woman that henent his son into the forest. 

.Soor,—Then Lakshmana and Sita al<o followed Rama 
who had started for the forest. Then did Oasaralha, who had 
become dispossessed of the spirit of the Raksbasa, come to 
know of his son’s exile, and in his fondness for his son, lie 
gave up his life. # 4 

Fir,—How (skilfully) was Dasaratha killed by our 
Maharajah 1 What then ? 

Soar .?-Then Rama was prayed to by Bharatha who w#nfc 
to the forest with the idea that it was not right that tka 
8 
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kingdom should go to a younger brother." Bat he sent Bha- 
ratha back to Ayodhya having given his sandals to represent 
him. 

Vir. —The story is underwood. What other mischief has 
to be done here ? By drawing Rama into the forest., his 
lordly power has been put down certainly by our Maharajah ; 
and in its absence how can there be the power of counsel and 
the power of ft pride ? Skilfully planned ! But what are you 
come here for ? 

Soor. —1 am sent by the lord of Lanka to carry away 
Janaki. 

Vir.—(To himself). She is to be taken by Viradha. 
(Aloud). This is not possible for you. 

Sooif.—(To herselj). —My attempt on the other hand is 
to take the guise of Janaki, take bold of Rama and sport 
with him. Let it be. I shall speak thus. (Aloud). That 
is why I have started for the city of Lanka. 

c Vir. — (To, himself } in joy). The great obstacle to my 
present purpose is removed. (Aloud). You may do so. 

Soor. —But to what end have you come to Itama^ 
henhitage ? 

Vir .—1 am sent by Khara to kill Rama, 

, . ♦ j 

Soor. — (To herselj). Is it to kill my beloved that you 

come here? Get away, get away. (Al#ud), You too cannot 
db this. 

Hr.— (To himself). What do I care for this, since I 
have come to carry Janaki away ? Let that be. I shall 
speak thus. ( Alovd ). On that very account I shall go to 
Khara to tell him what I have seen. 

* 

Soor.— (To herself). By good lack the obstacle to my 
present purpose is removed. (Aloud). Therefore go, go to 
do^as desired. (Exeunt). 


(Jlere ends the Interlude ). 



Enter Rama and Sit a as shown above. # 

Rama ♦—i£y dear Jan^ki, who led me tg (break) the 
crescent-crested deiiy's b<fw which was mighty'as a mountain, 
to (brook) the darling of cupid’a arrows on me, and to pat 
down the might of^Parasuramft, 0 you handsome one, I won 
you with little exertion. 

Sita* —(Sits iciih a loolc of smiles.) 

Rama—O handsome one, Bpeak something and delight' 
m\ ears which have become sick of hearing the songs of the 
cuckoo; your face certainly wears the glory of the lotus- 
dower ; but it does not wear the glory of the hum of the bees 
that proceeds from the lotus - 

Sita—(With love). Noble lord, as I recollect the breaking 
of Siva’s bow and the quelling of Parasurama’s pryle which 
you did and which no other could do, my heart gets stunned. 
Therefore) please pardon me for a moment. 

* Rama —Why do you pray to me for favour? There is 
no reason for me to be angry. But, listen. That in accordance 
with my father’s command I gave up the kingdom which had 
come into my hands and started for the forest; that with 
all his thoughts on me alone my father died of grief; fhat f 
have to lire in the forest which is the abode of fearful beasts 
and Rakshasas—all these miseries, 0 bright faced one, are 
alleviated by your company with me. 

Sita —My lord, your mere presence gives to me greater 
happiness in this forest than in the town. 

Rama -That is true. Look hear! The singing of 
women cannot compare with the indistinct sweetness of the 
hum of bees ; the four kinds of music are distanced by the 
bounds caused by the ears of the forest eigphants which 
resembl^ the palm leaves; a bed of tender-leaves does 
certainly out-do a bed of swan's feathers; by living on the 
fruits of the forest which are sweet on account of their 
peculiar ripeness, one forgets the life in towns. 
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„ Sita —Noble lord, my heart is pleesed only with this 
forest abounding in various beasts and birds. 

Rama —You spoke the truth.' On the branch of the 
Eadamba tree lives the peacock shining with his cluster of 

feathers; here roams the deef with his outstretched eyes 
( nibbling the grass on the lawn; here is an elephant who' 
with his tall trunk plucks the Sallaki tree by the branch ; 0, 

. lotus-eyed girl, who does not delight in this forest tract? Again, 
does not the peacock wear in his cluster of feathers the glojy 
of your dressed-up lock of hair ? does not the deer bear in 
his looks the grace of your eyes ? and does not the wid 
'elephant bear on his head the glory of your breasts? I 
therefore think, 0 young girl, this forest glory displays a 
likeness to you. 


Sila£-(To herself, with a feeling of lore). My noble 
lord has begun to praise me. Therefore I shall divert his 
mind to another object. (Aloud). My noble lord, what 
beasts are these which play about with rows of teeth as white 
and pretty as the fresh stalks of lotus, with faces awful and 
broad, and with bodies resembling the moonlight on a full- 
, moon day ? And what beasts are these which wander about? 
staring wildly and wagging their tails white and long like the 
row of foam caused by the striking of wave on wave in a 
Bwelling sea at the time of the lining of the moon ? 


Rama—O you delight of Janaka, these that play are 
lion's whelps; and these that wander about are the cltamuri 
deer frightened at their sight. Look here ! Here are heads 
of chamari deer frightend at the sight of the playing lion’s 
whelps; here is a wild buffalo dragged by a tiger who has 
come out of his den ; here are the rum deer fighting fiercely 
‘with the boar;, here are monkeys who scfeech for pain at the' 
stinging of the bees in their faces as the bees are disturbed 
by the monkeys hitting against the honeycombs for drinking 
the 'honey, Therefore this forest affords objects of interest to 
the eyes. 
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8ila—(Looldixj). It is true. From the branches of fcfee 
Thi nisa tree # hang big hpneycombs made J)y bees and 
containing about 2 meTkals of honey* It is certainly not 
easily got by the monkeys who are stung by the bees. 

llama — That*is so. 

Sita— Thi* is the way of the greedy. As one person 
enjoys the thing gathered up by another. As the honey # « 
gathered by this host of bees is taken and drulfk by a skilful! 
man. 

Hama—[To himself . Her idea of me is that I am not 
, # 
selfish. (Aloud), It is by the influence of fortune thzffc one 

t*njoys what is garnered up by another. Look here! 0, 

Daughter of the king of Mithila, (Lipid had placed in these 

lips of thine a Jimmy more delicious than nectar^ and does 

not this Rama take and drink of that honey in the lips? 


Sila— (7 o herself ). My kmPs prattle goes beyond bounds. 
(Hits with cast douo. for shame). • 


llama — (To I, iinsrij). ]»y this speech of mine, she grows 
•lovely coy. For, as she casts her lotus-like face aside making* 
the corners of her eyes extend and display their love to me 
and causing the cheeks to blush, she bends my mind also. 
Therefore her attention should be drawn elsewhere, (Aloud) 
Janaki, look here, Although you have not spit your honeyed 
saliva fiom your mouth, it gives you the handsome flowers 
you wear. As the odor of these flowers spreads all around, 
the bees sit on them in a line like vour braid of hair. 

Sita—(To herself). lie is now sporting in my piesence 
with those very words with which he followed me whenever 
1 J thought of him m my dreams. This is indeed a wondeud 
(Aloud). My noble lord, do you not see that this evergreen 
tree, covered with bunches of flowers and dark and lovely 
like the water-laden cloud that appears in the skies towards 
the end of summer, i3 like an ornament to this place ? 
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Rama—(To himself). She is skilfully jesting with me 
by her words and retorts. (Aloud). .Oh Janaki, delighting 
in the sights of the forest, look at the metals that with shades 
of blue, white, grey, red and gr^en lie all about the mpuntain 
stream blossoming with the lotus, where a whole flight of 
swans, in the confusion of their sportive fights, make such 
nojse as in a way resembles the tinkling of the pendants 
on your zone while you are angry. 

Sita—(To herself). (In has It fain ess). My noble lord pufa 
me in remembrance of the time when, at the refusal of my 
< frequent prayers to be allowed to accompany him into the 
ioresfc, I grew angry and went into the inner pppartments 
with a twitch in my brow and a shake of my girdle zone. 
Let it be. I shall speak thus. (Aloud). My lord, what 
wonders nfay I not see in this forest without any fear when 
I am guarded by your hand with which you have promised to 
protect the sages in Janasthanam from the attacks of the 
Raksbasas ? 

c, 

Rama. — (Likening, and looking at a distance) Who is this 
Rakshasa who enters the Kovidara forest, wearing a tiger’s 
bkin agd hoisting an elephant’s head on a trident? Does not 
Lakshmana know this ? 

Rater Lakshmana. 

Lak .—Who is this Rakshasa who enters the Kovidara 
foreo* ? Let it be. I shall go and punish him (Takes his arm), 

JSila;—(Looking at another jdace) Dear lord, this is not 
the Kovidara forest; it looks like Kamikara forest. The 
person that enters it is not a Rakshasa; look, look, it looks 
like a Raksbasi wdth ugly form, with cruel jaws, and with a 
belly that hides the navel and has oat gr o own her gourd-like 
breasts. 

Eawa.-~Wbere do you look ? I pointed here. 

tiita. — (Looking) It is you that go there! I do not see 
a Rakshasa. 



Rama—(To hfinself) What! she jests by taking me for a 
Rakshasa. (Looks) (Alewl) *A wonder, a wonder! Looking 
deep, this Rakshasa seems to have assumed my form. 

Sita — (Looks) (with wonder) And this Rakshasi who 
entered the Karnikara forest assumes my form. Look at it, 
my lord. • 

Rama — (Looks) (with wonder) What can tje the object 
of tfieir assuming these forms ? 

Situ. —Let us get down the summit of the hill and see. 

Rama. —We need not. For, one who sits here can,see 
an object at a distance of one >jojara. 

Ink.—(Looks aijain with wonder) My coming here with 
arms with a desire to catch him has become futile. »For this 
Rakshasa has hidden himself somewhere. Again, it appears 
that my noble brother, who has vowed to kill all the Raksha- 
sas has attempted to kill this fellow also; for, holding the 
golden flagged bow in his left hand and the %srow with vul¬ 
ture's feather tipped with gold in his right hand, he comes 
here quietly looking here and there and seaiching for the 
Rakshasa who is hiding. X() 

( Reflecting ). If it is he that comes, where 13 lady Janaki? 
They were both together on the hill. How will Rama come 
down alone? ( With wonder after looking vp). Under the 
Kadamba tree upon the hill Rama, the cloud-like bluets 
sitting with the lightning-like daughter of the Earth. How 
may this be? Therefore the person who is seen here must be 
a delusive Rakshasa who has assumed the guise of Rama, 
Going by the jungly forest I shall observe, unknown by the 

ltykshasa, what he do$s. (Exit)* 

* 

Enter Viradha in ike garb of Rama, 

Vir^—(Looking) What! has Janaki come to the Champaka 
forest, dose by, from yonder Karnikara forest? ( goes near and 
looks). 
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Eater Soorpanakha in the guise of Sita. 

Soar.—* I .fhali be plucking the champaka flowers from 

* H> <y # 

the Champaka forest here; Rama too will be coming here* 
(Plucks the flowers). 

Vie.—(To himself, after looking) Herd'is Janakee possess¬ 
ed of unparalleled beauty. Brahma’s creation is wonderful 
and cannot be described. Or, this may not be a creation of 
Brahma, butr may be some thing else. On the top is a 
collection of t clouds and below it is the likeness of a mocti; 
over the sky, ornamented by a little pool, are two high hills j 
c ant^a little below the mound of sand are two plantain stems 
stooping down :—I therefore think that this is the uncommon 
creation of skilful Cupid. Therefore, before Rama or Laksh* 
mana tu^ua up I shall carry her away somehow. 

Soor. — (Looking) What, here come3 the beloved of my 
desires! He who is the product cf the skill of the hand of 
Brahma acquired through the creation of a thousand beautiful 
youths, or the^nhodiment of a heap of merits to the eyes of 
all the worlds. Therefore I shall artfully entice him to the 
forest and take him away* (Looks and plucks the flowers), 

Vir—(Coming near), 0, delight of .Tanaka, whose limbs 
are like the champaka flower, if your desire he for champaka 
flowers, command your servant who plays before you, and be 
done with your exertions. 

Soor.—(With jo//, to herself) He takes me for Janaki 
herself. It is really surprising. The voice proceeding from 
his throat pours nectar into my ears like the voice of the 
swan that feeds on the lotus-stalks. Let it be. In order to 
carry him away without suspicion, 1 shall speak thus., (Aloud) 
My lord, at a little distance there are champaka A nvers blos¬ 
soming like Cupid’s shoots. We shall both go # there and 
gather flowers. (Goes a little further.) 

Vir*—(To himselj) Hearing the tender girl’s words# 
H Noble lord” which, proceeding from sincere love, pours 



honey into my ears,«my heart is like a fawn caught in the nrt 
spread by Cnpid^he hunter. Let it be. Her gpjng to^another 
place will conduce to my easily taking Iter away without 
creating suspicion. (Aloud). # As you may desire (Goes 

behind) 

Lak —How is it that the noble Janaki is sporting here 
within the Champaka forest? Let it be. 1 shall look in 
(going a little) What is this? Here goes#8oota with a 
ba^veb of lotus-flowers in order to gather the Champaka 
blossoms and with borders ot her cloth waving in the forest 
wind. Therefore this should also be a Hakshasi. (£/,n»/7e 
looking). 

Seda .—My lord, look ! look! here is my brother-in-law, 
who, taking the Rakshasa to be yourself follows hira*vith the 
quiver on his shoulder, with the bow in one hand und waving 
the sword with the other. 

* Rama .—Gracious girl, he follows him, hiding. There¬ 
fore he knows that the fellow is a Rakshasa. •• 

Hr —(To himself) This Janaki who goes in front of me 
Infs created much delight in me and has enchanted me, by 
the sounds of her anklet worn on her lotus-like legs aDd by 
the noise of the zone on her big waist; what else do I need ? 
(Aloud) 0 handsome one, how far do you go into the forest ? 

Soor .— (To herself) To where I may, in solitude, seije 
you and run away. (Aloud) My loid, that tract is in our 
front. Be therefore patient for a while. 

llama. —What! this Hakshasi is leading the Rakshasa 
to a distance! 

SU<%. —Lakshrr.ana also goes so far, 

17)*.—-('/<> himself) This girl speaks like the pea-hen, 
looks like « deer and walks like a swan, shines like a streak 
)f lightning and cheers like the crescent moon. How then 
pan I take her ? She has como far away from the abode of 
Rama. (Aloud) 0 tender-limbed girl, even here shall we 
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b 3th gather the Charapaka fl >wer3. If you go a little farther 

there is the tract where Raksha$as roam. 

* 

Late .—What! this Itakshasa has taken this woman to be 

iSita and wishes, in the disgui a e of my brother, to take her 
away. 

Soor.—(To herself) Who am I ? Iam really a Rakshasi 
(A ! oud) As you have vowed to kill all the Rakshasas I shall 
have no fear in your presence. 

Lak —(To himself) What! this Rakshasi talks appro¬ 
priately like the noble Janaki to follow my brother. But 
what is the use of her takiug this form. Or, it may be, that 
enchanted by the form of my brother, she desires to enjoy him. 

Vir.—(To himself) I have not vowed to this effect. 
But, 0 fool, I shall take and carry you away as I would the 
life of Rama who has vowed the death of the Rakshasas. 
(Aloud), 0 you daughter of the Earth, what harm is there 
in my vow ? Can I not kill this Khara, the tormentor of* the 
sag^s, and his.^rmies? 

Lak .— (Smiling) The Rakshasa talks like my brother ! 

Soor -— (To leerself in confusion) My heart throbs to 
think that he is to deal tliu3 with my brother. (Aloud) That 
Khara is stronger yet than Rivana.. How did you, without 
doubt vow hi3 death 'l 

She thinks he is the real Rama and tries to test 
him. She is really a Rakshasi. 

8Ua. —These appear to be talking to each other, 

Rama, —Yes. 

Vir.—(To him elf) She ha3 asked me the very question 
I wanted to ask of this Righava. (Aloud) Do you not 
know the prowess of the conqueror of Parasurama ? 

Lak —This reply is apt. 

Soor. — (7b herself) That is why 1 think none of my 
kindred is able to prevent me from disporting with you, 
(Aloud) That is truth, that is truth, (gathers flowers ). 
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Vir,—(To himself) The posture of that lily-eyed girl is 
fixed in ray mirftl with he^ lotus-like fac$ liking upwards, 
stretching her hands high, her breasts heaving up, her waist 
Btraighte«ed, the knot of her «ioth untied and her heels lifted 
off the ground (Alcfud), My dear, desist from the obstinacy 
?f gathering flowers. For, by this you have become much 
fatigued, (with desire). Or, it would be well if you gather 
flowers once more in this manner; for, the di»ps of sweat 
caused by this exertion give a beauty to your moonlike face 
by washing the paint on your saffron-spotted cheeks. 

Soor.—{Smiling in modesty. To herself) This wowd of 
the son of Raghu prompts me to sport with him. [Aloud) 
My lord, I am really tired. But great is my desire to gather 
the flowers. 

Laic .—The Rakshasa talks to the Rakshasee taking her 
for the noble Seeta. And she too replies in a suitable way 
takhig him for Rama. 

• • 

Vir .—If so, I shall myself gather the flowers (gathers 
flowers) 0, daughter of the king of Yideha, my dear, wear 
id your locks the Champaka blossoms which I pluck from 
branches drawn by myself, and do not untie your tresses- 
lest the flowers may fall down, 0 dear one, with a thin belly 
and Chakoru-like eyes. 

Soor —(To herself with joy and desire). This, the Iflrd 
of my desires, taking meforJanaki, prays me to do the 
thing I desire, as if I would object. When shall I carry 
him away? (Aloud) My lord, these flowers are very hand¬ 
some which hang from the tips of yonder lofty bough. 
Please get upon my back and pluck them ; for ereat is mv 
cftsire to have them. 

Laic.—(Laughing) The Rakshasee desires to take him 
away thinking that he is my brother. 

Fir.—(To himself) This is my opportunity. 



(Aloud.) 0 maid of handsome, moon-like* face, get upon my 
back and, 0 woman with roaming eye3, gather the flowers as 
you please, (Sioops.) 

Lalt .—-The Rakslmsa toe thinks that she is- Sita and 
desires to carry him away. This is really a good sport. 
Therefore I shall get near and see what next takes place. 
(Conies round ) 

Soon, — (To herself.) Let it be, what harm is there ? 1 
shall get upon his back? clutch his sides by my feet and 
carry him across the skies. (Gets up.) 

c Situ .—My lord, who is this? that comes up like a 
mountain from above with a heap of clouds hanging on the 
sides. 

llnfiia—(Looliwj ) Janaki, that is my sire, Jatavu, who 
comes down after prostrating to his eider brother, Sampathi. 

Sila —Noble lord, look here! This Rakshasee has sat 
upon this Raksbasa, 

C 

Rama—(In surprise.) What is this? 0 Janaki, look, 
look ! It is surprising that this Rakshasa, who has assumed 
my form is coining up in haste across the skies bearing on 
his*back the Rakshasee who has assumed your form ; and this 
my sire? Jatayu, comes in front, as if to obstruct him, with 
the gait of a cloud blown by the air of his swift wings. 

Sita—(Lawjkhuj j A wonder ! a wonder! what will 
lfippen hereafter is not known. 

. Laic .—What ? the Rakshasa who has put on the form of 
my brother is going aloft carrying the Rakshasee who has 
put on the form of Janaki, (Looldwj vp) What! Sire 
Jatayu not only came near him but is telling him thus:— 
“ Who are you fellow ? J)o you pufc on the form of Ranja 
and carry Sita ? Stand before me You cannot live hereafter.” 
He has taken the Rakshasee for the real Sita. 

* Sita— Both these have fallen down from the sky, afraid 
of seeing the noble Jatayu. 



Rama —Here ^ my brother Lakshmana also approaching 

them with the sword drawn. 

* • • 

Soor, — (To herself \n grief) Thi^is Hertainly another 
person wjio, in the disguise of Rama, enchants me. If not, 
how may a man lilje this be able to carry me aloft ? (Aloud) 
IVho are you that caught and took me aloft? 

Vir.—{To him sell). This old vulture has become a hind¬ 
rance to my taking away Seetn. Or, she is not Seeta. Else, < 
hc^v could I be led into the regions of the sky so swiftly by 
the pressing of her two legs v\ lien I desired* to carry her 
aloft? (Aloud) Who are you who thus caught me by your 
legs and took me up ? 

Lak. — (Drawing near) You both are Rakshasa and 
Rakshasee. You have deceived each other. 

Soar. — (Refecting) Are you Viradha ? 

Vir.—(Thinking) Are you Soorpanakba ? 

* Laic. —0, wicked soul, Viradha, who desired to steal 
another's wife, you are killed. (Seizes Vira^i hj the hflud ). 

Vir, — (In anger) Leave me, leave me. (Pulls np his 
fond, takes his real form and waves the indent with his hand), 

Soor — (In grief , after taking her real form). Alas, alas ! 
this Viradha is fenced by Lakshmana on this side and by 
Jatayu on the other. ( Weeps). 

Enter JATAYCT. 

Jata. — (To himself) This is really Soorpanakba who ffas 
put on the form of Janaki (Aloud). Dear Lakshmana, do not 
leave this Viradha, the oppressor of the Risliis. 

Sita.— What! This Rakshasee has got back her real 
[orm. find this Rakshasa also, in his real form, is fenced in 
by the lad Lakshman# and the Sire Jatayu. 

Rama.— Dear one, we prosper, through good luck, {'of, 
Lis Lakshmana, having with his sharp arrow split in twain 
:he trident which Viradha had hurled with his hand, and 
raving with his flaming sword cleaved hi* arms from his hard 
S 
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fhoulders, and having thrown him like an elephant into a pit 
covers him with trees and creepers, mud angl tile and stone. 

i 

< i 

Sita. —We are gratified, we are gratified. 

Soor.—(With grief and ah/usion). Alas, Viradlia, alas! 
dear friend to my brother Khara, though you came to kill 
Rama, at the bidding of Jvhura, you are killed by Lakshmana 
as a tiger is killed by a fawn. And Janakee has not been 
carried away 1 'by me who have been commanded by Ravana 
to do so. TJiis Rama whom I so desired was not takeiV to 
the crest of Hemakoota for stealthy sport by me ho took 
the* form of Janakee. But, on the other hand, having seen 
you fall and having plunged me in tears, I have, with a dis¬ 
graced heart, taken refuge in weeping itself. (JfTv^v). 

JaiU. —Child Lakshmana, did you hear this woman’s 
words? This sinner Viradha is a Raksliasa who came to 
quell Rama but is himself killed. 

^ Lai. —And this Rakshasee, having been sent by Ravana 
to carry away the noble Janakee, ought to be mangled by me. 
(Draws his sword). 

t Rama. —Look, look, Janakee! Having her ears and 
nose cut by Lakshmana’s sword, this Rakshasee, weeping 
and crying aloud, is flying swiftly up the skies. And from 
her breasts these drops of blood are falling like a thick flight 
oj locusts from a fresh mass of clouds. Therefore, in order 
to bow to Sire Jatayu and to bless the victorious Lakshmana, 
we two shall descend this hill. 

Sita. —As my lord desires. (Both gel down). 

Lal\—Q, Sire, 0, king of eagles, ray brother is getting 
down the hill with Sita. Therefore we shall go to the gf^e 
of the arbor. 

* 

Jata .—As my child likes. (Comes round). 

( Kama .—My dear, as this region is full of ups and 

downs, hold my hand fast with yours and come along without 



fear. Without stumbling on these stones in the way, walk 
carefully observing wherp th<yns lie and where pits occur. 

Sit a. --My lord, Sire^Jatayu and LaSshfeana are enter 
ing the gpte of the arbor. # 

Hama. —Do n<*t cast thy sight at any other place. The 
fath is all slushy. Therefore come by this way which is a 
little round about. As we have to cross this torrent, lift up 
your cloth a little above the knees. As the water weeds are 
all § slanting, bend your head a little that they may not prick 
your face. Take away, 0 Sita, the rim of yoifr cloth that 
has caught at the branch of pomegranate. (Sita does so ajid 
follows Hama). 

Jatci.— -Child Lakshmana, these trees which surround the 
arbor, from which you carefully gather the flowers for the 
sake of your brother, which are slowly reared with fhe, water 
poured from the pot held with the hands of Seeta, and which 
are graced by beautiful deer and the sporting peacocks all 
around, afford delight to us. 

Rama.— I have fatigued you, Seeta, bj?'causing you to 
come down the top of the hill, for, your lotus-like face, with 
ttie cheeks graced by the drops of sweet, is like unt(^ the 
image of the moon bearing the drops of nectar. Therefore 
sit and recreate yourself for a while under the cool shade of 
this tender mango-tree standing on the bank of the tank and 
laden with flowers. 

•> 

Sita.— My lord, we shall slowly go to the hut; for the 
sire and Lakshmana will be awaiting our coming. 

Hama.—' Then we shall go this way where the wind 
passing over the lilies waves its odors and scatters the drops 
of watfr and the water-crows coo to the delight of the ears, 
f Goes round and look*). 0 sire, 0 king of eagles, I, Itama^ 
prostrat^ unto you, 

Jala. —Child, live long. 

Sita .—Noble Sire, I bow to you. 

Jala,— Child, be the mother of brave children. 
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# Rama,—(Embracing Ldkshmana). By good luck I gee 
you victorious, . 

* * 

Lak .—All by the grace of our eire, the king of the 
eagles. 

Jata —Did you notice the victory of Dakshmana? 

Rama, —From the top of the frill we two observed every¬ 
thing. 

Sila. —But we did not know the names and abode of 
that Rakshsa ^nd that Rakshasee. 

Jala. —Here are fourteen thousand Rakshasas whose 
•lord js IChara who distresses the ascetics and so does this 
Vi rad ha in another place (in the same region). And she is* 
a Rakshasee, by name Soorpanakha and is the sister of Khara. 

Rama .—It was surely Viradha whom Lakshmana killed. 
{Looks at Lakshmana with love and pride, Labhmana sits 
with Ins face bent down), 

Jata. —Even so. 

llama. —Tb^i it is my portion to kill all the others. 

Jata.— At sight of the deformity of Soorpanakha, Khara 
,is sure to be provoked and to come upon you, nvy darling* 
with fas army, 

Rama.—(In exultation). "What harm will come of it ? 

Jala. —I desire now to get up the hill of Kunjavan and 
refresh myself there. 

Rama.—As you may desire. 

Jata. —Hereafter you should be careful, my darling. 

{Behind the Scene*), 

Having consoled Soorpanakha who came antfafrfl fn the 
ground, crying at the top of her voice, With a face deformed* 
and shedding tears, Khara grew wroth and has started with 
all his fighting men to fight with Rama; therefore those of 

the Celestials who are of my mind may go to the battle and 
see it. 
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la A'.—This is the speech of Narada, the son of Brahma, 
who is fond of quarrels. Therefore we should be prepared# 

Rama.— I am already^re^ared, as I said i/i the presence 
of sire Jatayu that it is my portion to kill Kha^a and his army. 
Dear brother, lead Janakee thtfjefore and enter the hut, 

Siia ,—My lorcf, please be careful. 

Rama. —Why should you fear ? 1 

Laic. —As you desire. (Exit irilh Sit a). 

(Behind the Scenes). 

0, men of my army, bearing arms in you£ hands, sur¬ 
round the prince, the glory of the rac<* of Ikshwaku, who is 
in the garb of a sage, with his wife and his brother. 

Rama, — (Laughing with joy). What, it i3 Khara himself 
who has come up. 

Oh, you vile Uikdiasa, of wicked soul, stand* stand! 
(Pul* on his side! I, tales 'up the bote, the arrows and quiver 
and conies round). 0, Khara, I shall with my arrows kill 
you* who are proud, with all thy four-sorted armies, in battle, 
and please the whole crowd of birds, there by delighting 
those—the sages—-the bones of whose bodies, eaten by you, 
Ire shining white in the forest and who bore with patience 
the wicked deeds you did because they would preserve their 

austerity. (Eiit), 

(Here ends the Fifth Act). 

ACT VI. 

Interlude . 

Enter Ana la. 

Ana.—(looking in front). Here conies Sam path i, 
minister to my father. 

* ** Enter SAMrATHI. 

Sam. — She that comes here is Anala, the daughter of * 
our mastfer, young Vibheeshana. ( Approaching) Child Anaht 
where do you come from ? 

Ana.— From the house of Vidyutjihwa. 
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Sam. —Whit business hare you there? 

Ana .—Please listen, noble minister. There is a sister 

• t 

of the mighty Kyig f >f Lanka by name Soorpanakha. 

Sam.—(Laughin'/) Say aunt; She desired to have 
Rama and got deformed by Lakshmaqa: at her word, 
Khara went with his army to fight but fell like a moth into* 
the fire of Rama’s prowess. 

Ana .—When I was with Mayavati, the wife of Vidyut- 
jihwa, she came there and, being questioned about tjie 
reason of hermose being cut, she told a story in which sho 
described the posture of Rama to be thus and thus. 

•Sam .—What then ? 

Ana .—Then the picture of Rama, which had already 
been brought by Vidyutjihwa, was put into my hands. 

Sam. —What then ? 

Ana. —Then Mayavati asked me to give back the picture 
of Rama that she might look at it. 

£ am. —What then ? 

Ana. —Then I gave back that picture to Mayavati and 
came away. 

1 Sam. —Why was that picture put into your hands? 

Ana .—That was the picture drawn by Janakee before 
the marriage; and now, for the consolation of danakee who 
has long been away from her husband, I brought it and was 
shelving it to her so long, 

Sam. — (Rtflecliny) A wonder! a wonder! On account 
of the king who desired to carry away Seeta, Mareecha who 
assumed the form of a deer was killed and so was Jatayu tiro 
lord of the eagles and the son of Oaruda’s brother. How is 
Seeta to be comforted hereafter? She who has bestowed 
Companionship on you through long acquaintance. 

Ana. —Owing to want of consolation hereafte? I fear 
that Janaki may not live. (In Sanskrit) This Seeta, wetting 
her breasts with tears resembling the pearls fallen from a 
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loose garland, and jrubbing her lotus-like eyes with the ends 
sf her soiled cloth, has been |pending seven months under the 
Smsupa tree often looking at the figure 'of her dear husband 

in the picture. 

» * 

Sam. —Since the death of Vali, my master Yibheeshana 
and the other ministers have been of opinion that the giving 
back of Seeta wfll alone be for the good. 

Ana.— What! did llama kill even Yali v^io conquered 
thp mighty lord of Lanka? 

Sam. —Yes. 

Ana. —What does the Maharajah intend doing ? 

1 Sam. —Who among the ministers is able to guide the 
mighty king ? For the lord of the llaksha$a3, with his 
mind constantly fixed on the daughter of Janaka/does not 
come out of the inner apartments, having his bed made of 
the flowers brought by the wind from the garden of Indra 
and his garland made of the lotus-stalks given by Vanina. 
Therefore, the ministers, who are unable to ttipcesent by word 
of mouth the fact of th“ death of Yali to Havana who is not 
r^vare of the approach of his powerful enemy, who has not 
consulted his counsellors and who has not done what ought 
to be done, caused Sukra to compose a play relating the story 
Df llama, in order to show it to the lord of Lanka. 

—Tell me where it begins and where it ends. 

Sam. —From llama’s search for Seeta to the killingfof 

Yali. 

Ana —What then ? 

Sam. —Then, a servant who attends upon the Maharajah 
fiud inches about in the Zenana requested the Maharajah to 
r^tend the play. The king who heard it has fortunately 
gone with his sporting companion, Mahaparswa, to the 
music hall to see the play which is to be enacted by the 
Apsara girls. 

v4na.—-Where did you start for ? 
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Sani .— My master, Vibheeshana, sent’me, at the request 
of all the ministers, to fetch the Apsara girls and the actors 
to the presence o!‘ the king. 

Am. —If so, as Janaki cannot now .look at the figure 
of her lord in the picture, let her console her griefs by# 
noticing what happens to her lord through the person who 
'enacts his par^. 

Sam •—Ltft it be so. But. she must see, hiding herstlf 
by virtue of the magic art. What is the plan for that ? 

Ana, —There is a plan for that. 

Sam — Of what nature is that ? 

Ana .—I have in my hand a pair of jewelled bracelet, 
set with the stone that causes blindness to the Rakshasas 
and given to me by Mayavati the wife of Vidyutj.hwn, I 
shalUvear one of them and put the othet on Janakee’s baud, 
and we shall attend in hiding. 

Sam .— [ have already heard of this pair of bracelets, 
that• it was first given by Kousika to Janakee, and Saranti 
who got it as a present gave it to the king. And it was by 
him put in the custody of Vidyutjihwn. 

Ana .—Now, execute the orders of your master. And 
I siiall take the ascetic Janakee to the music hall for the 
diversion of her mind. (Exninl;* 

Here ends the Interlude, 

Enter Dasanana with Maijaparswa. 

Das — Mahaparewa, why do the ministers compsrl me to 
see this play ? 

Mafia .— For the diversion of my master whft is much 
troubled by being burnt for love of Janakee. 

Ha*.—Let it be. Let the actors play then. 



THE PLAY WITHIN A PLAY. 

• Eider one of the actors. 

Ador ,—Victorious be* Love, the chit# instrument of the 
happiness # of lovers and of the grief in their parting! he, to 
ward off whose arrears from his person the crescent*crested 
>#iva bears a girl on his head. 

Das .—This i% true. 

Actor. — (At the end of the benediction) With the adveirfer 
of autumn, the peacock, not seeing the mass of # clonds in the 
6ky? pines for grief and wanders, alas! in the w*>od. 

This suggests the story of the Kshatriya lad who 
^as not been able to see Seeta who was taken away by m<* 

Mafia. —I also think so. 

(Behind the Semes). 

Alas !—Dear Lakshmana, searching for Seeta 1 see the 
cottage empty. 

Actor.—Let this be seen by the mighty king of Lanka. 
With Dhritachee who bears the form of Lakshmana enters 
Punjikasthala on the stage with the form of lWma devoted to 
the search for Seeta 

• * Hkjws ends tiie PitoLuurE. 

Das. —The play has begun well. I shall see what Rama 
is to do, without seeing Seeta. 

Enter Sita with one hand decked with a Iraceht, and 
Anala. 

Sita. — Dear Anala, I have no liking to see this play a 3 
I am helpless and grieving at the captivity to which I am 
reduced in this forest of a Zenana by this king of the Eak- 
shasas. Rut I rejoice that it is the narration of the story of 
my lorc^ 

• /Itm.—Then, we* shall sit in the middle of this music 
hall and tyok. 

Sita.—(With fear) Dear companion, this king of the 
jllakshasas—the dreadful sinner who takes away the wif<? of 
another—is seen Indore me. 
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Ana —What if ? We two may fearlessly sit here .as wo 
wear the bracelet set with the stone that makes Hakshasas 
blind. And our talk cannot be heard by him sitting in 
front. And we may not also hear what he says. 

Bit a .—The present I gave to the Raksbasa who came in 
the disguise of a Rishi from Ayodhya is now ot use to myself. 

Ana —A wonder, a wonder! What shall I say ot the 
v glory of the great sage ? I am not able to s?e 3 011 . I am 
absolutely blind and can only feel you by the touch. 1 

Situ. —You cannot be seen atae by another Rakshasa? 
as you have also worn a bracelet on your hand. 

Ana. —You should say I cannot see myself, as I cannc« 
see myself. 

Si la —What may we be to the Apsara girls who have 
come to play. 

Ana-—Let them see ; what harm ? 

Enter Ram A followed Inj LakshmaNA. 

L Il'nm,-~(J f n anxiety) My heart burns for grief at the 
sight of the empty cottage. 

Das.—(In jo ij) Let it burn, let it burn. 

Bit ((1 itf ' tears ) This is the nature of his friendship 
to me. How then may my lord brook to see the cottage 
without me ? 

Laic.— Rut an end to your grief. She might have gone 
to the arbour by the side of the hill to see the peacocks 
playing. 

Das. — (Laujhiwj) He does not know that she was taken 
away by me. 

Bit a. —Alas! this could not be 1 this is a way adepted by 
Lakshraana to console his brother. 

llama, —Dear brother, she will never go there without 
me. 

Das.—This might happen through fear even; not merely 
out of love. 
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Sita. —This is.correct; for nothing pleases me when not 
in his presence., 

Luk.—Qv might she nave gone to tfle Pannaga forest to 
gather fUsvers for the worship#of the deftj' ? 

llama. —Thon«you may seatch for her. 

Lnh —So shall 1. (Cymes round). 

Das. —She has gone to the Asoka forest, not to the „ 
Van) tag a grov^. 

Slid . —This happened early that day. Friend Anala, 
bringing that situation to mind, I become unconscious 
through grief. Not seeing nr: lord but looking at the ten-* 
beaded demon I shook like the plantain trt-e before the wind. 

Ana. —Friend Jamikee, as you are a good Kshatrya 
woman, you had courage on that occasion. 

Sita —No, no ; but it was through the virtue of the 
eacied cloth and sandal given to me by Anasuya the wife of 
the* great sage At In i. 

Ana. —Just so. 

Rama —Oh dear Janakee, where are you ? 

Sita — (In anxiety). My lord should have cried out thus 
at that time. 

R hud— Alas, alas! Not seeing the daughter of Juinkee, 
this pc' pairot, is coming round and round in its cage with 
heavy eyes of grief and crying in a feeble voice. 

lbs. — This is probable. 

Sita—(Wringing her hands with pity). Anala, the pet 
parrot named Subudhi will surely die at this moment 

Ana .—Friend, cease grieving. What can be clone if 
God h^ so ordained ? 

Rama —Alas, Oh alas ! Confusedly searching for Janakee, i 
this youyg of the elephant wanders here near the cottage— 
the elephant whose trunk is shaking and to whom she with a 
smiling look had been giving the tender leaves of the Salffcki 
tree. 
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Das. —What is this to Janakee. There are many of this 
sort in my house it she only desires for them, 

Sita — (With pity). My child Kalamegha 1 am here. 
(Slops in the middle)' Anala, is this not a play ? 

Ana.—Friend Janakee, by the tie of’friendship that in¬ 
fant elephant appears to you in tuith, 

Rama -—The pet pea-cock often enters the hut and peeps 
at the door ns if it searched for Janaki. »• 

Dos —What else may it do after I have taken Sita away 
here in my rage ? 

, Situ —0 you beautiful peacock named Suhuddhi. before. 
I should have given von food and drink and sati?tied ym.r 
hunger on that day J was taken away by the Rikshasa. 0 
curse! Having searched for my unhappy self for a long 
time and not finding me he must have certainly died with 
open mouths and outstretched legs. (Swoons). 

Amt. — [To herself ‘ after fueling with her hands in fear) 
She 1 has swooned. Friend, take heait, take heart. 

SlU—(Talcing courage) Anala, the creator has created 
me for such grief. 

t 

Rama — (Recollecting) When with a desire to dry her 
hair, wet with the bath, that youthful damsel (Sita) would 
shake it with her two hands loosening the cloth over her breasts, 
the pet peacock would dance near her for joy with his wings 
sjJread and stretched out and with a throat full of the cackle. 

Das. —That is but proper. For, seeing her bine locks 
of hair even my mind dances as does the peacock at the 
eight of the mass of clouds. 

Sita —Anaia, I am thus reminded by my lordj of the 
sports of this peacock. (Sheds tears). 

Ana —When the peacock itself is dead, what is the 
use of talking about his sports ? 

Rama — 0 my dear, with handsome hair— (bu-qom). 

Das—(With exultation). Let this fainting of his be 


c 
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without end ; for then, Janaki, abandoning h6r love for him^ 

will ascend my bed. 

• • 

S'tia — Anala> niy lord came to this^ta^ for mfy sake. 
Oa the other hand i have become diamond-hearted like this. 

Ada —1'riend *Tanakee, \ uu iuu very uueii piungeu into 
s^voons tor him and got up with difficulty. How then are 
you of a diamond* heart. 

L ik — {Afqironcliki'j), Brother, take heart.^take heart. 

7>—What! this damned Lakslmiana encourages him 
and wakes him up, 

/S7/7—Bv good luck he was brought to consciousness 

V * * 

fy Lak'thmmu. 

I!i.dt.—(r!tf:ktii! roi'fthjr). Was Janaki seen by my 
broth* r in the Poanuj'i grove 

1/ik. — (Tv Lun*t'h\. What shall 1 snv to my noble brother ? 
Or Ud it lx/thus. (d km f ) XoMe brother, please hear. That 
noble In 1 v, the daughter of the king of the Videha # s, *was 
searched (or by me in the Tnnwvj'i grove* from there I 
went, to the mango grove where rows of bees are humming, 
and 1 went aUo to this forest stream full of lotus budstand 
blossoms and containing loo-e sands on which the traces of 
the feet of fat Clnkravaka birds are seen- 

fkdd'i — ( With Was n >t Janaki seen? (Breathing 

heavily.) In my heart glows the fire of grief, and therefore 
my heart-strings break;dear wile, thou art not seen anywhere; 
what shall 1 do ? 

])(i: s .—(Do that). Which is proper of one separated 
from a chaste wife and which shall be to the pleasure of the 
<$rd of Lanka. 

AWrt—Friend Anala, my lord suffers thus without seeing 
aio. As the Rakshasa has carried me away 1 am also suffer- 
ng in my lord s absence. Such has been the fate of us t\*o. 
Faints). 


10 
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r Ana ,—Take heart, take heart. You. will in a short time 
be in the company of that son, of Itaghu >yho is the one 
warrior of the tjsrea worlds. 

Site— [Taking image ). Anala, it is doubtful if my 
lord lives till that time. 

Ana. —Friend) all the story will be understood from the 

play. 

LaL— Ijear brother, take courage, let ms search I he 

other parts also of this forest region. 

( 

Hama—(Looking in jront). This tender Vithila tree 
with its shower-like sheddings of odoious llowers blown by. 
the dull south wind 'is a witness to the amorous sports tff 
Janaki and myself. 

Bask —What next ? 

SUa —This word which reminds me of the past breaks 
my heart. 

Rama— I shall go near it and question it out of love if 
Sita w4s seen*hy it, where she went and what she said ; and 
it will tell me. 

Dus, —(With anger) 0 you wicked tree, if you but tell 
him where she is, I shall cut you with this sword. 

Maha. — (To himselfj Rama appears to be mad fof love 
of Janakee; and this Ravana too for desire of her. (Alviul) 
0 king, this tree is senseless; and this is a play. 

I* 

Das. —I did not then think of it, being dull-headed. 

Si la —As my lord is mad of love he asked this tree. It 
would appear that his love to mo was injurious. 

Mama— This tree, regardless of my love, doesn-1 speak 
Let it be; what of this. 0 mountain, you tell me where tl&l 
Janaki has gone; if you do not tell, I shall reduce you tc 
ashes by my arrows * and the atom, not being able to display 
hjs power over you and jealous of you for a long time, wil 
scatter you in all directions. 
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Das.— What! jcvill this mountain gav 'aught of Sitj 
remembering as # it does the blow I dealt with my hand hard 
as the thunderbolt ? 

TZama—What! this does not move# Let it be, I shall 
question the stream of the forest. 0 brook that lies on the 
lap of this mountain, did you see her who delighted to rest on 
my lap, who, like you, hkd eyes like a full-blown lotus, 
whose breasts were beautiful like the Chakravaka birds aad. 
whose blue locks, like a row of bee3, wore So. extremely 
splendid beauty ? 

Das. —This too will not speak for fear of me. 

Hama —What! this too does not speak, like a senseless 
lorm. 

Sita—[Wilh sigh and thinking) Who then is to tell ray 
lord that I was taken away by the Hakshasa ? On* hearing 
which he would make me get over the sea of grief. 

yLia.-j-Fi iend, let us see what follows. 

Lak.—[To himself) My noble brother appears to be 

possessed of madness, Alas! What is the wa^of providence! 

(A[uud) Noble brother, what is this? Pick up your natural 

courage and steady your soul. Also see towards the s^uth, 

the young deer whom the noble daughter of Videha fed daily 

witlfthe tender grass; they are looking to the south with 

eves full of tears as if to show to us whither she went. 

* 

Das.—{With anger) These little deer ought certainly^ to 
be killed. [Draws his sword). 

Malta. —0 king, this is a play : therefore cease your con¬ 
fusion. 

8it%— (Wilh tears and live) My darling children are the 
first tojsbow to my lord where I went. 

Hama —Then shall extend our search southwards. 

(Cowes %ound). Look here! those sape Jessamine flowers 
which to-day I bestowed upon the looks of that daughter of 
Videha—those same flowers are fallen on the ground andVe 
surrounded by tfie bees which drink their honey. 
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, Lnk. —These, must have fallen from Vaidelii’s lochs of 

hair as she was being carried away by somebody. 

Das. —Alasd alas ! the haste' with which I carried her 
away caused this carelessness. # 

Sit a — (Refreshed) This is a good sign that I was carried 
away to the haunts of the Kakshasas, 

f f 

Rama —( Going a fern stej is) Brother Lakshmann, what is 
tnis? Whose charioteer is this who has fallen down on the 
earth? Whose mules are these which, with demonish lories 
are yoked to‘the chariot and struck by the dub ? Whose is 
this broken car? Whose is this broken crown? Whose is 
thU tattered bow ? and whose are these ten stout haw]/, 
which lie broken, but bedecked with golden bracelets ? 

Lak — (Surprised) Noble brother, this I perceive—that 
on account of Janaki a light has taken place between two 
warriors. 

Das .— (TT7M an/jcr) Well did 1 punish that sinner dah)u 

by fvhQin hindrance was caused to my carrying away of 

* ¥ 

Janakce. 

Sila —0 sire, 0 king of birds, although you piotec.tyl 
ray hnlucky self, you did not get the fruit of your viitues* 


Ana .—It is reported in all the three worlds that Havana 
i 3 powerful. What may we do therefore? 

Rama — Brother Lakolunana, the bow ! the bow ! (Conas 
rofavl in hash;). 

Lak .—Why doe3 ray noble lord ask me now without 
cause ? (Full owh). 


Malta .—This man with 


his 


fretful brows, Ids rri rii le 


face and his throat, filled with a thundrous v<ioe, loo^s as if 
he would burn the three worlds, » 


Das.—(]n confusion) Then I should be ] re; ared to fight 
with this person. But what is the honor of lighting this 
coward? (Gets up). 

Maha .—0 king, this is a play. Therefore please sit, 
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Sila— -Why does he fret? 

llama —Here lies in our path a cerdfcn Rakshasa wifh 
the form of a bud? stout as a mountain ayd bfleathin^f heavily, 
closing his eyes in happiness, his fyody bleeding, .having 
eaten ujf Janaki a3 an elephaftf eats the lotus-stalks. There¬ 
fore 1 shall kill linn. 

Das. —(I ViUt anger) ¥iy which RikOm^a was my dear 
Seeta devoured 
.fall ? 

Malta .—lias it been forgotten by my master that she is 
kept captive in the Asoka grove? 

SHa —I have not been devoured by any Rakshasa. Rut* 
Vor the purpo<»» of sutf*ring the grief of separation from my 
lord 1 am enduiiog my life. 

L‘d\—(Lju!;iiij uijM.’if) Noble brother? cease^our con¬ 
fusion. This appears to be the sire Jatayu. 

( lu'iuttd tin ' Nee/O's). 

Dear Ramabhadra, attempting to relieve Sita who was 
being ctrried away by the Rakshasa I, Jafa^H, was^lam by 
him ; do not you also slay me again. 

[Listrnvvj) How did this old vulture retain his 
life till the arrival of these two princes ? I left him with 
the belief that having lost his life he would not tell the 
princes of my action. 

Slta -{Li joy ) What! though hurt by the king of the 
RakAiasas, the sire Jatayu is living and has told my noble 
lord and his brother that 1 was carried away. (Ilejlcciina ) 
Rut why does my noble lord delay so long in coming to my 
rescue? 

A^in .—We shall see everything in the play. 

hah.—(Appruaoliiiiij in basic) 0 sire, 0 king of birds* 
iiow did you come to this state ? 

Hama —Noble sire, speak if you can. That Rakshasa— 
whose son is he, what is his name, where does he dwell, what 
is his might amt why was Seeta carried away (by him) ? 


? On whose neck should my terrible swjvrd. 
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Das .—(With courage) Let this wicked bird narrate 
everything• why ihould the lord of Lanka fear ? 

Siia—(hi atoieiy.) I am afraid that this person may not 
be able to say anything because his body has been hurt by 
the arrows of Ravana. 

(Behind the Scenes). 

Child Rama, my mind reels, speech falters and my eyes 
* cannot see. 

Das .—1 am pleased, I am pleased. 

Sita — (With pity.) Sire, king of birds, you have come 
'to this state on my account. 

llama —Sire, take a little courage and say on. 

(Behind the Scenes). 

* 

What shall I say ? By the exercise ot his magic he h 
carrying away your wife. 

Das .—( With pride) Will the lord of Lanka leave, wrpth 

at th ft kjlling of his relations ? 

' # 

Si la —My noble lord, my dear Lakshmana, it is not 
known to you two that this helpless Janaki was by the 
Raksbasa—Anala, seeing this fellow, I am suddenly caught in 
a terror and have begun to say what 1 already said. 

Ana .—It is so. 

Damn—This wicked Rakshasa would not carry her in 
Rama’s presence. 

Lak .—( With rage and pride) Even sire Jatayu, with 
broken limbs, says that the noble daughter of Videha was 
carried away by him ; if he had not taken her away in secret 
like a thief, would I have not cut him to pieces w[th my 
sword ? 

Das.—(Smiling) In accomplishing his purposes and in 
order to cause sorrow to his enemies what else would a skil¬ 
ful !han do than to break the life part of them ? 

Rama—Sire, tell further. 
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(Behind the Scenes)* 

That mulmrta (period) jvas vinda, and the property lost 
in that muhurta is easy df recovery. 

Das. — (With rage) Though wise* I did not know this 
then. Let it be ; # I shall at tfie right time set right God's 
work by man’s exertion. 

Sita —Will*this too happen to my unlucky self? 

Luli. —‘If is not known who that Rakshasa is *, how then* 
n^ay the lost thing be recovered ? 

Rama —Sire, pray, answer my question. 

(Behind the Scenes). 

Child, I shall tell everything ; listen. He is the son of 

the sago Visravas. His name is Havana in all the three 
worlds. 

Das. —What! my name has been revealed to this Kshat- 
nya boy by this wicked vulture. (Breathing heavily) Alasl 
theugh I broke his wings and his legs with my sword in the 
fight, why did I not cut the throat of this bn’fl ? 

Sita— (Reflecting and breathing) What is the use of the 
rfifere name ? How is my noble lord to know that I have 
been carried away to the island of Lanka by him ? 

Rama— Sire, tell the rest also. 

Lak. (Choked with tears) Alas 1 deprived of wings and 
leg*, sire Jafcayu is grovelling on the ground with his mouth 
wide open and vomitting blood with flesh and his tyes 
whirling as if he would give up his life. 

Rama—(la anxiety) What! without telling what re¬ 
mains to be told, sire Jatayu quits his life. (Approaching) 0 
sire, p friend of father Dasaratha, who dwelt in Panchavati 
cind rendered help s# as to be praised by all, 0 elder brothel^ 
of Garuda, the light to the family, the ocean of sorrow caused 
by our exile from the kingdom, by our father’s death, by 
daily living in this dreary forest and by theabeence of Saety, 
is made greatet*by your death. 
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Maha. —0 king, you alone are the caus t e of all this sorrow. 

Das .—Does n»c my minister know this V 

Maha .—Please tay. 

I)as. —Greater even than the fall of Subahu, Mareecha 
and Karala and greater thak the killing of Trisiras and 
Khara is my sorrow caused by Lakshin ana's mangling of niy< 
sister, (With rage) Therefore Sobrpanakhs shall drink of 
r 4fc<?- blood that shall flow from the throats of Kama and 
Likshmana w*ho shall be cut with my sword presently.. 
{Gets vp with fa>$ tn>'ord drawn}* 


]btha .—0 king, this is a play. (Slops him). 

*8 it a—(In grief) Alas! sire Jatayu has breathed his last^ 
after merely mentioning about my being taken away and 
that the person’s name was Kivana, But he did not say that 
lie dwelt in the city of Lanka. What shall 1 then do, 0 un¬ 
happy Self ! 



place .where 


Noble brother, this is not the time for grief; the 

«► 

the enemy dwells ought to be gone to, 


It tm 1 — {Ibanner) Wherever he may roam carrying 
•Janaki, be it in the town of Vasuki fin the nether regions) r r 
in th£ abode of India* or by the abode of Siva, this arrow let 
go from my bow shall catch that lUk&hasa as certainly as the 
eagle seizes the serpent to eat. 


Das.—(With jealousy) Oh! oh! proud Kshatriya lad 
whj«do you prattle in vain ? Do you not know of the prow¬ 
ess of the lord of Lanka who made Indra and the guardians 
of the earth tremble ? 


Situ—(With joy) Why does my noble lord delay so 
long ? (In grief) Friend Anala, this is only a play ; therefore 
this wretched R:\kshasa sorcerer must h*ive frightened that* 
great lord who knows not his tricks. 

Am. —Wait a little, we shall see further. 

«La/r.—Noble brother, bo graceful. If, while sitting 
here, you throw your arrpw at this moment, *it will but kill 
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him who is full of'sins; endeavour to kiM him with all kit s 
friends and relations and h»i3 four-fold armies; otherwise we 
shall not be avenged on our enemy. Again, if an arrow be 
aimed so as to rid the world^of the Itliksliasas, it may kill 
also the women p,nd child red and the innocent; and that 
will not become my lord who is the refuge of the helpless. 

l)a<. —Did*my minister hear the words of this wicked 
fellow ? 

Mnluj ,— Lot him be thinking so. What ifarm is g to ns ? 

Ihfs .—lie does not know my prowess; Ifence thU fool 
boasts thus. I shall burn these two with my fiery a: flows as 
I would burn two elephants with a fire-brand. 

jS ltd — Dear Lakshmana, you spoke right ; this punish¬ 
ment befits fcuoh a sinful Hakshasa. 

Ivlina —Then what shall we do ? 

]jtk .—We shall go southwards to find out the where¬ 
abouts oftthe noble lad\\ 

lUma —Then take the sire Jatayu to the banks (/ the 
mountain stream and perform his obsequies? * 

Jsdk ,— As my noble brother commands. 

It'iiui<i — {h'ccollt rfiiuj) Thinking of the sweet woftis of 
my wife and her sports here in this forest, my heart is being 
burnt as by the fire at the deluge. [I'otnes roAiu( i rp^ctitiutj 
I he sanii'). 

(Jl'Iiind ihe See tics). 

As I am returning after having cremated sire Jatayu on 
the banks of the hill-stream as ordained by the Shasfras, this 
fellow is dragging me and all the brings in the forest. 

Inlaid —What! Lakshmana is crying! [Indimtnj Dear 
►brother, who is that that drags you also. g 

Mitfia.— I think tint, according to master's bidding, 
Lakshmana is being dragged by Danalcabandha who is in the 
forest. 

/*«*.—Thai is probable. (1 Viikjvy) Let him drag and eat. 


• • 
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** * 

Situ—(In anvAety) Who is it that, drags Lakshmana ? 

(]ml slim ana behind the Scenes) 

A wonder! rfeVe is a huge bunk-like body with hands as 
stout and long as the manthara mount with which the milkj 
ocean was churned, and with terrible eyes and lace on the 
stomach. 

Rama —Alas! for danger! I shall therefore get near, 
i (Behind the Scenes ) 

Who are you that look like a prince ? By good luck, 
indeed, have you become my prey. 

Rama—(Hears and comes round (juicily and looks) 
Whf.t! Dear Lukshmana has killed this Rakshasa. And 
now, on the fall of the Rakshasa whose two arms, one yojana 
in length, were cut by the sword and who, trunk-like, let 
blood from his shoulder-joints, this Lakahmana comes towards 
me with drops of blood all over his body looking as if he was 
decorated with the powder of saffron left from the breads of 
the goddess of victory fas she embraced him.) 

has 9 .—(WHk grief and dismay) What! even thatDanuka- 
bandha has been killed by that warrior-boy,—be who was 
placed by me in the middle of the forest-region for the 
killing of the two youths, 

SUa— ( With joy) By good luck have you been released 
from the jaws of death- 

E.der Lakahmana. 

La hr — (Looking at the shy) What does the voice in the 
sky say to my brother ? “ Ramabhadra, listen ; I shall tell 
you that act by which you may recover Janaki and conquer 
your enemy H (lima listens with attention ). 

Ijak —What does it say besides ? “ Go to Sugrira, the 
snonkey king who lives on the top of Rishyamooka mountain 
with his four ministers and form his friendship j and if you will 
give him the kingdom of his elder brother Vali,y<m will have 
accomplished your ends; Moreover, by the curse of sage 
fcthool&siras I became a*llakskasa; thetefore my word is a 
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return for the saJvation granted to me hr yon.” Wbat!«so 
say8 Kabandh^ hini?elf whnJiAH h«cnnirt Mivinp nfhar crivinor 

up his body. 

Das. — (Withjealousy) What! evAi Danukabandha has 
given up my sideband gone oter to the other side. 

Maka .—As long as he was in the bonds of his body he • 
did not do so, certainly. * 

Sita —By good luck, the Rikshasa? who quitted* Jtiis % 
body, did a service (to me). 

Das. —This is not possible, that is, to establish Sugriva 
on the throne of Vali. For, though he be the conqueror o£* 
Parasurama, Trisiras, Khara and Duoshana, he cannot* con¬ 
quer the invincible Vali. That is why iny ministers have 
determined to incite Vali for the purpose of kdling these 
princes. Look here! In one in omen t he compasses the 
Eastern, the Southern and the Western seas and offers to the 
sun the tjiree oblations of water at twilight; having fought 
with and killed Dundnbhi who wa* like a mountain, he flung 
him a yojana with h'u hands ; and it has c#me to be reputed 
by all beings that there is none equal to him in power. 

• Mu ha, — (To himselfj All talk of his victory anc^ with* 
Vali. 1 do not know what he will do when Vali’s death Is 
accomplished. (Aloud) 0 king, it is so. 

Hama — (Looking at the shy) We two are blessed by 
you, sir. Therefore you may now go to the celestial regions 
as you may desire. What do you again say ? “ Start to 

Rishyamooka by way of the path on the bank of the Pam pa 
river.” We shall do so. (Both come round). 

Das.—(hi doubt) Mahaparswa, what! will there bo 
friendship between Sugreeva and this man who has put on 

• the false guise of amge ? 

Mff,ha. —This is not probable. 

Das.—(Taking courage) Let there be a thousand S agree- 
vas, let there ha a thousand Raghavas; it i3 not possible to 
defeat Vali, the ocean of prowess. 


• f 
t 
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Malta,—(To himself) So ignorar t is the master. When 
the king is a fool hat can the ministers do ? (Aloud) Every¬ 
thing will become clpr in the play* 

Situ —( Recollecting) As this liakshasa was carrying me 
across the sky I who was in his; grasp saw live monkeys on 
the top of the mountain. Was Sugreeva one of them ? 

Ana .—Why did you not take refuge under one of them? 


How could that be done ? The Jtakshasa was leap¬ 
ing with me in his hold and with a speed excelling that oh 
the wind. r 

7a fit, — (Pointing in front ) This is 1 lie river Pampa. 
Noljfe lord, we shall walk along the path by this river’s side 
which is made cool by the honey flowing from the Mandan 
flowers trodden under foot bv the dtvr» on both sides of it 

*• j 

are mango, jack and arcca t r ees which give it shade and 
vvar-1 off the sun ; and the wind blows wafted with the odor 
of the Punnaga trees. 

Da *.—The forest on the banks of the Pampa is really 
charming. « 


8iti — (In an rH ij) Anala, at the sight of this Pampa 
river, I do not know how mv lord felt. 

i * 

Ana. —Every tiling will be known from this play. 


Rama — (Looking) In this Pampa river the elephant 
plucks the lotus-stalks and gives them to his mate and 
satisfies her ami then suck* the water with his tiunk. 
( Re.jhdiitg) I do not know how .Janakee lives without me. 
(Sheds Units) 


Pas .—As long as she has the favour of the lord of Lanka, 
she lives well-protected by the Rakshasecs, 

Sita — (Weeping) Anala, the fact thftf J am in a living 
condition even in the absence of my lord is indeed an arrow 
that pierces my heart, 

uRutiia—(Wiping his tears) Disturbed by the blowing of 
the^wings of the swans .as they cover their mates, the bees 
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fly tip from the lotftses leaving the rows^of lotus-stalks to 
shake. Oh, dear Janaki! ( 'faints ), 

% 4 

Das .— (In doubt) Though fainting, will'll emf. ™« 

• this fainting to end in death ?# 

t 

Sila.-~ Alas! Cruel fortune has shown mo olherwise to 
my lord in distress, (grievw). 

Noble brother, take heart. When the thief* is 
known and his name and the means of conquering him, why 
should you fear when the injury is easily redeemed, or whv 
be anxious at all ? 

•<* llama .— {Hacking courage) Dear brother, how far "yet 
il Rishyamooka ? 

L'th. —Noble brotlier, here, close b}’, comes a njendicant 
whom I shall question about it. 

D tiler MENDICANT. 

, Men .-*-In the guise uf a mendicant I am come to those 
two princes. 

])j $,—Is itVali himself whom I have incited to kill these 
wjib*fias thus come in the guise of a mendicant? 

Si la. —An ah, 0, owe the day ! 

Aaa .—Why do you fear for no reason ? 

Situ .—As that K dohasa, in the disguise of a mendicant, 
stole me away? so I think this fellow is come to kill my ]<yd 
through sorcery. 

Ana. —Is this not a play ? We shall see further on. 
Now, cease your anxiety. 

Ink .—Worshipful mendicant, do you know Rishyamooka 
Mount yhere Sugveeva lives with his four ministers ? 

• Men.—(To himself) Are these sent by Vali to kill Sug- 
reeva, seeing that he himself cannot go to Rishyamooka ? 
It was with that suspicion that my master sent me to ma£e 
enquiry. Or it jiay not be so; for my mind feels delight 
fin their presence). {Aloud) Here is Rishyamooka, the 
* 11 
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mountain king, whose crest is the mass of clouds, whose 
shield is the forest’and whose sword is the torrent. But who 
are you’? 

Das. — (To hirmilf) This is not Vali. (Aloud) Muha- 
parswa, do you not know ttfat one of these two deformed 
Soorpanakha’s face. 

Sita. — (To herself) This person with'the form of a 
mendicant is not a Bakshasa. (Aloud) Anala, how does this 
man tail to know that one of these is an Apsara girl assuming 
the form of the husband of unlucky Janakeo ami the other 
has assumed that of her brother-in-law ? 

Lal\ —That is llama, the son of Dasaratha, and I am hir 
younger brother Lakshmana. His wife— Oh, what shad 
i say ? f 

Men. —Enough ; I have heard further—that Sect a was 
carried away by Havana. 

Loh .—And in this circumstance Sugreeva is our refuge. 

M°n. —1 am his minister, by name Hanuman. Now 
therefore, please hear, my lord, the light to the solar race, 
llis wife has been carried away by Vali. If you will kid him 
and'give her back, he too will kill Havana with all his host 
and give you your wife. For then he will command the 
crores of armies in the kingdom of his elder brother. 

Das,—(In auger) What does this damned mendicant 

? "Where is my sword ? I shall first kill t! iia mendicant, 
and I shall afterwards kill Sugreeva, who is in Hishyamooka, 
with all his ministers. ( Reflecting} Why should i be confused 
for no reason ? Vali has been sent for the killing of the 
Xshatriya lad; he will kill also these who are his friends. 

Malta .—My master spoke correctly. '** 4 

Sita — (With joy) As he is of a good disposition, he shows 
how one should behave towards another. 

v Hama —So be it. Therefore we shall go to Rishyamooka. 
(All come round), • 1 

1 \ 
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llama— Whatr is this ? Here is a hea$ of bones lik# ft 
high hill obstructing the way! 

Tlanitman .—These # are the rematos •of the bones of 

Dundnbj whom Vali killed aijcl cast autoy. 

• * 

Rama. —Then I shall throw it away to allow, us to go, 

(Throw 8), 

hale. — (Surprised) What! my noble brother throws the 
mountain of bones to a distance of ten Yojana* with the little 
linger of his foot. 

llantt .— (To himself) This prince is of mighty prowess! 
(Aloud) My lord, at the end of the fight between the tw<j, thd 
king ol the monkeys threw him dead to a distance of only one 
Yojana, 

Rama. — (Looking in front). But whose hands ^ere they 
which made holes in the Sala trees standing here ? 

Ha nit. —They were Vali’s only. 

^ 9 

Laic. —What! with a single arrow my brothej has 
levelled all those trees to the ground all aff *once with the 
litr^j finger of his foot imprinted on the earth 1 

Hauu — (With joy) My lord,look, look!This is Su^eeva 
the younger brother of Vali; he is getting down the top of 
the hill with his ministers- I therefore think thus:— 
the king of the monkeys comes down to make friendship 
with your lordship, being assured of success over Vali through 
your power, for you cleared the way of the pile of Dundubee's 
bones by throwing them away with the little finger of your 
foot, and levelled seven salt trees in sport, bluwiug down the 
hill and the regions below, with a single arrow. ' ( 

This.—(With wonder and rage) This person may also be 
able to kill Vali, he who with the tip of his foot threw off the' 
heavy pife of the bones of Dundubi, the asura; he who with 
a single arrow bored a whole row of sala trees ; he who has 
formed the desirable friendship with the monkey son of the 
sun. (Refecting) Vali is the warrior*of warrior* and death 
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even to Yama; in^battle he will rain stones: he cannot be 
conquered by any.* 

Sita. —By good luck my lord has secured the friendship 
of a powerful person in a foreign place. 

Rama. —He comes to me in this manner. 

V 

Enter Sugreeyu with jollowers, 

Sag. — (Surprised) Those two who we feared were sent 
by Vali, those very two are being brought by lfanuman to 
form friendship with me. 

Hanu .—My lord, Sugreeva bows to you. 

Rama.— Welcome to my friend, (j Embraces.) 

Sag. —What can be more welcome to me than this that 
I happened to be the object on which you should bestow your 
friendship ? 

Rama- —Friend, do you know Havana the son of Visravas 
and the city where he lives ? 

Has.—What answer does Sugriva give ? ( hearkens ), - 

‘Sug. —I do **iot know anything. 

Malta .—Even Sugreeva does not know my master’s 

i 41 

position. 

Bus. — [Laughing) Let my minister hear me. Having 
carried away Janaki from i’anchavati and having confined 
her in my pleasure-garden, I prayed to Siva and got from 
hinj the boon that though all beings know me even unto the 
regions of the mount of Mahendra they should forget my 
whereabouts; therefore even though acquainted with me, 
this younger brother of Vali has forgotten me, 

Siia. —Anala, even this monkey king does not know 
anything of the lord of Lanka. Who then will tell tuy lord 
that I anrconfined in the Asoka forest fn the midst of Ualt- 
shasees ? 

Ana.— Hezeafter why should you have this sort of 
anxieties ? Certainly, some servant of Sugreeva will come 
here and see you and go and tell him. 
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V 

Sag. —Hut this scarf bundling up sokie ornaments wj3 
dropped by my side by a princess who was being carried 
across the sky by a Rakshasa. (Gives it).< 

lUima —This cloth is certainly hers# (Takes it). 

Das.—(hi rap) Tltis too*I did not know, coming along 
to swiftly that Janakeo dropped this cloth. 

iSita —Happ'ly the scarf 1 dropped was on that day 
given unto tli£ bands of my lord, 

Hama—(To himself: with jut/ and sorrow) This is hers for 
certain ; the doth which bear the maiks of the Makavika leaf 
drawn with the musk on my wile’s pot-like breasts, which 
fjrst showed to me the hard, high and small breasts of my 
wife, which when 1 pulled it made my wife twitch her brows 
in anger, and which once my wife waved with its borders to 
fan me. 

I? is. —-This prief of the king’s son is indeed great. ( With 
irowler) Blit it does not take the life out of him. 

Situ — (In anxiety) Seeing my cloth without Vie # how 
will my lord be consoled ? 

Hama — (Aloud) I should look at my wife’s ornan^nts. 
(Unties the cloth). (To himself in tears, looking at the ornaments) 
This is my wife’s garland marked with the sandal daubed on 
her pot-like breasts ; these certainly are the anklets which 
display her sportful gait; do 1 not know that this is Jier 
golden zone V 

IMs. — (Withjoy) Certainly, by looking at these orna¬ 
ments this piinee will give up his life. 

8da — My heart has as it were, fallen into fire and 
nectar, to think that my lord was wrapt in thinking thus. 

buy. — (To himsflj) Surely, by seeing this he remembers 
Janakee.. It is because of the remembrance of Janakee that 
my friend's face is bedewed with tears like a new-pluoked 
lotus on which river water is dropped. (Aloud) Frield, 
jease shedding tears, you will get back Janakee, 
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a ' J, * 

r Bama — (Jo hmnsclf.\ recollecting) Which at one time led 
us to pull and tug* with our haiyta in love’s cpmbat. {Aloud) 
Lakshmana, support me. (Faints); 

Das .—What comr^s hereafter ? This 13 surely his life’s 
end. ((ids vp in joy). c 

Malta. — This is a play ( Checks him). i 

SiU— Knowing of this state of m 3 * lord's mind, J bring 
r to lfty mind those several states and a certain passion over- 

f * 

rules me. What shall I do therefore ? (Faints). 

Ana. —Friend, take heart, take heart. 

' Jjak. —Noble brother, take heart. 

'llama — (Coming to his senses) Sngreeva, if 3*011 desire 
my friendship, here i 3 my hand extended to you. * 

(Sngreeva touches llama’s hand with Ids in joy). 

(Behind the Scenes ). 

In order to quell him by whom the relations of my 
friend Havana were killed in battle and who hai f< vmed a 
friendship with- my enemy Sngreeva, I have now borne in 
my hand the stone which, aimed at the conqueror of Parasu- 
ramaj shall not diminish my glory. *' * , 

Sag. —What! Vali himself has come and speaks thus ! 
liana. — (To himself) Alas! danger is come to Sngreeva 
as he left the crest of Kishyamooka which is inaccessible to 
Vali and came here to the forest. Let it be. The presence 
of Kama should dispel all his fears. 

Damn — (With joy) What! his voice is like that of a lion. 

Lak.—(In anger) 0 you wicked soul, ifc is a disgrace to 
us to fight with a monkey ; further, my brother Bharata rules 
over the world ; and by him was my noble brother proved to 
at the time of parting that he should ‘punish whomsoever 
may be an evil-doer in the forest; yon are an offender in as 
much as you have long been enjoying your brother’s wife 
Ruftia; are you not therefore to be punished bj* him ? Can 
you be saved even though you are protected by all the worlds ? 
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Das—«The mighty Vali is come t<i make an end Jto 
Rama’s story.. My worship.of Siva ha 3 now come to bear 
fruit. And this fool of cf Lakshmana think^hat even Vali is 
easily punished. 

£>7a—What ^ the king* of the monkeys has become 
provoked at my lord. And dear Lakshmana lias spoken 
boldly and sweotly with his usual courage. 

(Behind the Scenes .) 

Oh! ho ! what did this son of Sumitra say who thinks 
himself a warrior for having merely deformefl the face of 
Soorpanakha? That Viradha was killed by him was a mere 
chance (as the insect in a faggot makes a letter in its cAwl); 
if he has the power to fight, let him show it against me 
Or let that fool remain : 0 you Rama, this my sjone shal 
break your heart burning constantly with the fire of separator 
from Janakee and shall make it bleed through the impulse 
of its action. 

D<is. —Well said by the son of Indra. 

Sda—(With an riel y) Friend Anala, mf lieart throb3 tc 
thii^k what will happen next. 

/ 

Ana. —Rama himself will defeat him. 

Rama —Timn let me enter the place‘where I should fight 

(Exit) 


(Behind the scenes). 

0 me miserable! I hear that before the fall of the*big 
stone Rama with his deft hand aimed a serpant-like amm 
and that that took my lord’s life. 

Sag.— What! is Vali killed ? That is why Thara has 
come out of the cavo and is crying out in misery at hearing 
pf the*death of Vali. Therefore, Lakshmana, I shall gc 
with my followers to take refuge under Rama’s feet. (&xit with 
followers.) 

Das.—-What! was Vali killed by Rama ? Is this cell 
able ? Certain!}-, water cannot obsUuct a stone. 
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(Behind the Scenes ). 

Breaking aj it did the chesfr of Vali which was bedecked 
with the garland* of loose golden lotuses, which broke in 
battle the fierce hornf of Dundqbhi, which bore on jits sides 
the hits of tjie heads of the lord of Rakshasas as he shook in the 
hold of his armpit and which bore away the saffron from the 
breasts of Thara, may that arrow which finds its rest in the 
qufter of Hama ordain everlasting bliss to me! 

4 

Maha,— 0 king, this is the prayer of Sngreeva for l*is 
welfare uttered in the joy for the death of Vali. 

JJas,—(Getting up in anger). Am I not the Ravana who 
without the least mercy beat all the guardians of tho eartlj 
in battle a'nd drove them awav ? Whv should I not therefore 

$■ «r 

order the cutting of the locks of these Apsara girls who 
enacted an improbable story ? 

Maha —Be gracious, 0 mighty king, be gracious. Was 
not this play composed by worshipful Sukra? thert* will pot 
be any klseho^Un it. 

Das. — (To hi>nself). Therefore it is truth. (Aloud, in 
( compassion) 0, my dear friend, who showed your prow'et*3*.y 
batfcl8 with the Asura, Dunduhhi, 0, Emperor of the race of 
monkeys, even though Viradha was killed, even though 
Khara was killed, rny great hope of success was in you ; and 
if such a powerful one as you should come to this, then he 
(Baftna) will be the vanquisher of the people of Lanka also. 

Lah. —My noble brother has come upafter quelling Vali, 

Enter Bam k, 

Rama —Dear Lakshmana, take Sugreeva and his 
followers to Ki&hkindha in order to have him crowned as 
iking, as also Angada to be crowned as Yuvaraja. 

Lah —My noble brother is indeed compassionate to tho 
weak. 

That is so. But my lord does not know that I 

am weak. 



Atui t — What (Joyon say, friend ? FtV what purpose 
110 kill Yali, thg teirible in battle ? 

(Behind the Scenes).* 

Having got from Rama the kingdan of lhe son of Indra 
who was killed in Jbatlle, Sugreeva has gi\en oicleis to Ids 
monkey hosts to search for Janakee- 

Hama —We # are satisfied ! we are satisfied ! Dear Lak- 
slimana, till we get news about Janakee, we shall live r.i t’his 
mount of Prasravana. * (Exeunt). 

(Heuk ends the play within the tlay). 


Jlas. — (Reflecting). What act of revenge may we now do ? 
Sita.—(With joy). Anala, your words have become True. 

(Behind the Scenes). • 

Friend Suka, do you not see Ilanuman one of 4hat host? 
crossing the ocean with a desire to see Lanka, having known 
of the whereabouts of Sita from the woids of the elder brother 
of Jatayu If 

(Behind the Scenes). 


Friend Sardoola, let us go to the mighty lord of Lanka 
to intimate to him what we have seen. 

Das .—Is this not the conversation .between the spies, 
Suka and Sardoola, whom 1 sent np It is a wonder that I 
forgot even my sending spies in quest of Rama. (Reflecting) 
Was this not an artifice of the ministers to put the affairs of 
the state into my mind who was confined to my bed with my 
desires intent on danakce ! 

Mnha —(Laughing). Mighty king, it was for that 
reason alone that this play uas enacted before you. 

S^ta—(la the overflow of jog). Friend Anala, we too 
thall go even to At&ka grove, as I hear that Hanuman is< 
crossing Jhe ocean, (Exeunt Sda and Anala). 

J)a8. —Then, Mahnparswa, I make the following order to 
my retinue :—Drain the waters dry ; burn all the fruit flees 
on the way by which the monkey‘army comes; throw up 
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thorns on the ramparts of the skylicking, fci tress : tell tlie 

goddess of* Lanka to to act as noj to allow Hay.uman to enter 

(the citf) : andM shall now rake counsel of my ministers as 

to what shall be donator our good. (Exit with Mahapurswa), 

• • 

(Heke ends tiIe Sixth Act). 


ACT VII. 

INTERLUDE. 

Enter Soohpanakiia. 

fiuvr.—(Beating her breasts in grief) Alas! noble I)a?anana, 
brother Kumbakarna, Dear Meghanatha, where are you gone V 
(In grief Alas, Adhikaya; alas, Trisiras; alas, Devanlaka^ 
alas, Narantaka; alas, Kumbha; alas Nikumbha; you have 
also died with the son of Akshaya. Alas, what shall I do, 
unhappy as! aui ? As all the houses in Lanka were originally 
burnt by the fire set on the tail-end of 11 an um an, my mind 
is now burning with this fire of grief. (Li anger)' Therefore 
althofiglf I am *a* woman, I shall, as far as possible, be 
revenged on those two princes who are like the night of 
delude to the race of Kakshasas. (Looking in front) Wl'at t. 
Sampathi, the minis/er of my brother Vibiieeshaua, is enter¬ 
ing the tent of Sugreeva with the Pushpaka car. It is 
because of this person’s attempt to lure deal Yibhecshatia 
to the other party that the city of Lanka has been destroyed, 
1 have no joy in Vibheeshana getting the Kingdom ; for he 
always does tilings not proper to the race ot Hakshasas, 

Enter Sampathi. 


Samp — (Surprised) What shall we say of the prowess of 
Rama who threw up a bridge over the ocean, came along that 
►ray, and killed Havana in battle ? and what shall we say of 
his compassion to the refugee as he gave to the*iefugee 
Vibheeshana the splendid wealth of the overlordship of Lanka 
as he had promised ? (Looking aside at a distance) What! here 
appears Soorpanakha grieving. She, a cruel woman, does not . 
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de3ire that the kingdom should go fcoVthe good soulqf! 
Vibheeshana. .That is why jhe is thus. Let it be; I shall 
question her. Oh Soorpanfekha, why do y*m appear gTieving? 

Soor. — [To herself ; That 3^011 are living when all my people 
are killed. ( Aloiui ), Coming 4is I did in front of Janaki who 
had started in answer to an invitation to see her lord who had 
conquered Lanlfii, 1 was fmshed away by the heralds for 
being noseless. 

Sump .—As you are noseless, you were jjusucu away. 
Thus say the omen-tellers:—“ If at the starting*of any person 
he sees a face without a nose, it is suggestive of soifow to 
him.” Therefore, when what was done was just, why should 
fou feel sorry ? J *u t by having merely seen you, tli^t Janakee 
who desired to see her lord, as doth a Chakon to see the 
moon, was received by him with cruel words, and so she fell 
into the fi-e. And by that god she was given to him as a 
pure worn in. 

Soor. —Let it be; but what does Rama desire to do nosv ? 

• t 

Sum. —-What else ? Having killed Ravifna in battle as 
a i‘SU 1 kills an elephant? and accompanied by Janakee shining 
fn splendour after the ordeal of fire like unto a golden«jewel 
heated on the fire— 

Soor.—{To herself ) Fate is now in his favour and is 
against Havana. What shall I do ? (Aloud). What then? 

Sam— lie desires to go to his own city by the Pushfaka 
car, and is sending word to Bharata through Hanuman. (Exit.) 

Soor. — (Reflecting) Before Hanuman should take the 
news to Bharata, I shall take the form of the wife of a sage 
and communicate an evil news to him. And hearing that, 
Bharata and his younger brother will give up their lives 
*And I shall be revenged on Rama for his killing my tw<! 
brothers (Exit) 


(Hire ends the Interlude ) 
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Eater BHaBATA fallowed by Sa^RUGHNA. 

Bha>\ —Dear Gatrughna, honor with several entertain¬ 
ments *tlie royal‘kings of Smveefa, M vdra, Magadha and 
Dravida who have as embled in this town at my word, in 
order to vanquish the llakshas.. who stole /sway the wife of 
my noble brother. An { [ shall place before his sandals the 
presents which they have brought and shall thereafter 
preserve them in the treasury. 

Sal. — Noole brother, as you ordered, I have ahwly 
entertained the kings; and you too placed before Hama’s 
sandal: the presents they brought and have already kept 
t-lie.v in the treasury. Why do you ord^r thus again ? 

Bli'ir. — Ah ! I remember it now ! Always yearning to set- 
nay noble brother, (die beloved of my father, my mind forgets 
the actions which have been done: therefore, please be 
attentive to the duties. 


S t 1 , — All riglil ! 1 shall do so. 

IVt it\ — (R'rolledirig) Dear Sntrughnn, even now my 
mind'lias not lost the impression of Kama sitting upon a 
tiger-skin in a newly built hermitage in the forest \xi^\ a 
blue jjraid of hair knotted on the head, a fresh bark on the 
waist? a string of beads in the hand and bearing an indes¬ 
cribable effulgence on his body as the result of asceticism. 

Sal.—(Choked with tears) Who will ever forget that state 
to which our noble brother was driven by fate when he was 
nobfe and the eldest son of the Emperor 

Bhar.—{With grief) Ah! that the lord of all the 
worlds should wander in an inaccessible forest full of stones, 
thorns and insects, that he should eat tho fruits of the trees 


savouring almost of sour, and bitter and brackish and hot, 
that he should drink of waters rendered tasteless by the falU 
of withered leaves, that he should lie on ups and 4 downs I 


(Faints ). 

Noble brother, take heart, take heart. Do not 
think of that cruel fate which befell our noble brother. 



133 


Bhar. —( Talcing heart) How may i forget? On t&e 
head that deserves a jewelled crown he* \vear 3 a knotted 
braid of hair; on his wailt which deserfes'*a silk cloth he 
wears a bark; though nothing would become him so well as 
to reside on the heights of a 'crystal palace, he lives daily 
with Vaidehi in the midst of a forest hut. Oblurse! whv 
does not my hart! heait bfeak in a thousand pieces! [Choked 
V’illt fears) Carried away by a Rakshasa, the noble daughter ' 
•of Yicleha does not probably live; or if she li\^s at all, will 
site not be weeping t j the swelling of her eyes /or not seeing 
her lord for a long time? 

Sat, —Noble brother, when fate Is so cruel what ma* we 
ilo? 

Bhar. —Ala*! Oh alas! I Seeta was carried away by 
the Rakshasa, my noble brother, though brave, will not live, 
for thinking of her good habits, and handsome features. 
Therefore what shall my unhappy self do? 

Take courage, noble brother! the Rajahs ought 
to be sent to their respective places. 

— (Thinkinj) What! we began one thing and we 
^>eak of something else; therefore, with all these Rajahs 1 
shall go to my brother to the conquest otour enemy. 

Sat. —Did von not hear the marvel which our nobla 
brother has wrought ? 

Bhar . —What is that? 

Sal —Cuba, the Hmg of the hunters, has sent a letter. 

Bhar. —1 had asked (Julia to get information about the 
doings of our noble brother from his relations who wander 
ia the Dandaka forest; and consequently Uuha had already 
written to me that the Rakshasa caused an illusory deer to 
ftire away Rama and Vakshmana by his beauty and then in 
the form*>f a mendicant he carried away the lady Seeta: but 
what is written now in the letter? 

SM .—“ Tht^ noble Rama, helped only by the notde 
^akshmana does not now desire any other help fjr, in order 
12 
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to, kill the enemies* and bring back Seetn, Sugreeva has come 
to ills aid with his^army ; therefore the Rajahs may be sent 
to their respective places.” So it runs. 

Bhar. —Who is fcugreeva and how was his aid secured? 

Sat .—He is the younger brother of Vtfli, the emperor of 
the tace of Monkeys and the lord of Kishkindha ; our noble 
brother having killed Vali and given him the Kingdom, he 
has become his aid. Please listen to this shoit ’otter. 

Bhar .—What is it ? 


Sat .—“The noble Rama killed Vali, the foremost of the 

c 

‘monkeys, in battle; gave the wealth of the Kingdom to his 
younger brother, Sugreova; by the armies which that friend, 
sent all <j\ T er the world in quest of Seeta the city was 
found which belongs to the person who stole her; and having 
built a bridge across the sea, they have gone to the place and 
are besieging it/’ 

Bhar. — (licjhctivg) Dear brother, this is pomble. V or 
once<I heard tfye Devas speaking to one another in wonder. 
Sat .—What words were they ? 

Bhar .—They were these:—Though his own son *VaK 
was killed by the prince, Indra, with an eye to his business 
does not grieve and does not heed his own pain.” 

Sat. —Then it must be that Yaii is the son of Indra 

* 

But it does not appear how it served his purpose. 

Jf 

Blur .—Dear brother, I heard something in addition 
from them. 


Sat .—Noble brother, bless me with that also. 


Bhar .—That was this. “ Never was seen or heard any¬ 
thing like thi3; the construction of a bridge, a hundred 
t Y'ojanas in length, ia the deep sea/ f » 


Sat.— Therefore, noble brother, I think also that a battle 
has taken place between the monkey and the Rakshasa 
anftes. For on a certain day, when a storn^blew, I thought 
* it a pestilential wind causing misery and in order to enquire 
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what remedy to find therefor I sent .llama’s dear friend 
Pin gala to the*hermitage of^he adorable'Vasishtai and he 
has sent the following answer :— 

Bhap\ — What is that ? f 

Sal. —“ Witba desire to # behold the battle # that rages 
lbetween the monkeys and the Rakshasas in the city of 
Lanka, the son of Vinafca fGaruda) is flying to and fro in the 
sky, and the^vind produced by the fluttering of hi3 wings' 
‘blows here on the earth ; therefore, my child, do not fear that 
this is a pestilential wind/’ 

(Behind the Scenes.) 

u By the fall of my friends and the triumph of my ene¬ 
mies I am depressed; therefore I go to the Himalayas to 
perform austerities.'’ 

Biuu\—(Listening ) Here appears an old ascetic woman 
telling of the success and defeat of certain of the hosts in the 

Biller SooitPAN4KIIA iii the garb of an old qseetic ictmfn, 

(Soorpanakha reedes the above sloka ). 

j Ihar .—Dear brother, ask her who she is and wheie she 
comes from. For, it is possible we maydiear from her some¬ 
thing of our brother’s deeds in battle. 

Sal .—Noble brother, so shall I; (To SoorpanaJ:ha). 0 
ascetic woman, who are you and where do you come froi$ ? 

Sour.—(To herself in fear, after seeing Satrughna). The 
Kshatriya lad who cut my ears and nose and is my enemy is 
(Mine here also! [Looking intently). This is not Lakehmana ; 
be must be Satrughna, his younger brother, who has the 
same jjprtn. (Feeling her nose by the, hand). Wearing the 
form of an ascetic \?oman, I have the nose also. Therefor! 
in my v^ords he will not detect the fault of nasality at every 
step and he will not be able to laugh at it. (Aloud). What 
did you sav ? _ 

f ■ S d.—l sav— who are you and tfhere come f you from ? 
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S W.—-(To herself) I am sister of Havana, from Lanka. 

[Aloud). * (Feigning weariness ). Take me for somebody 

<« ^ 

coming, from somewhere- 

Bhar.—[To himself). As she is an ascetic woman, she 
cannot certainly be in favour of the Raksha&is. She appears 
to be depressed. Therefore it seems that either Rama or 
Lakshmana is not well- Or she is sorry for something else. 

i t n 

(Aloud), 0, ascetic woman, what is your name ? ' 

Soor.—(To herself). In form, this man is like th % 3 
Kshatriya lad whose sole object of desire was to cut my nose, 
therefor^ this must certainly be Bharata: Further, Satrughna 
is attending on him. (Aloud). Sir, what did you say ? 

t 

Sat. —This noble sir asks you what your name is- 
Soor.—(To herself y. By birth my name h Soorpanalha , 
by Karma it is cni-farc. [Aloud). The sages living in 
Rishyatnooka mount call me Parnadini. (One wly subsists 
on leaves). For they show me favour because I am born of 
the family of sage- Fulastya, 

Bhar. —By this I understand that you are of the ran$,gf 
Fulastya and that you come from Rishyatnooka mount, 

Soor, —Yes. 

Sat. —Are you a Rakshasee ? 

Soor. — (To her setj). What is there to question? {Aloud) 
(in anger). What! should 1 be a Rakshasee merely by bit th 
in the family of Fulastj'a ? 

Bhar. —Dear brother, do not provoke an ascetic woman ; 
Yisravas and Vaisravana were not of the Rakshasa caste, 

Soor.—(To hersAf). That is the case with the wretched 
Yibhceshana also. (Aloud), We SI ^ ^ 1 13v c e 

Bhar. —Why do you appear dejected ? 

.floor. —Then hear. [t!ec : te* the sluha M By the fall of 
’my friends Ac. 5 ’) 

Who are your friends and who your enemies ? 
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Soor. — (To herself). The Raksbasas Sre my friends, tfie 
nonkeys are Enemies. * [A p oud). The nio.rjveys a*e friends 
ind Itakshasas are enemies, 

JVtfir. —(7 7 o himself, in tjpnhl). it is hard to hear of the 
all of the favourites of my brother. (Aloud). Oil Parnadinb 
rou said you were livingtin mount Rishyamooka: did- the 
cattle take place between them there ? 

Soor. —No, no: it was in the island of L?nka. 

ll/tar .—That is right. 

Sat. — How did you know this ? 

Soar. —There is a cave bv name Kishkindha. 

Sat. —Yes, where Yali reigns. 

Soor .—Vail is not now alive. But he was#killed by 
llama, born of the race of Raghu, and Sugieeva was 
established in the kingdom and he reigns there. 

;S\(/.\-This ri also known. 

Soor .—In that cave there is a monkey friend ofanifte, by 
name Sankukarni, who attends on Kama. Unable to brook 
►Ite sadness at seeing llama fall into the fire with h^r co¬ 
nvives, she came to me at mount ltishyapiooka; and she told 
me this. 

Jlliar .— (With ■jriej')- Who is that Ruma? 

Soar. —She is the queen of Sugreeva, the lord of the 
monkeys. 

Sat. —(1 YHh tjrief). What! is Sugreeva killed by tin 
Itakshasas? 

Suor.-~~(Cltol'cd irith tears). Not only he; but hi: 
minister llanuman, Angada, the Yuvaraja, son of Vali, anc 
others of the army. 

Sab. —Parnadini, what happened to the two princes of 
the race of Raghu who went there ? 

Soor. —Wlfcat else would have happened, but the fate ol 
those who go in front of the delusive Rakshasag? 
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Sat.—(With tears), What illusion did the Rakshasa 
king prac‘ise to fcjji those two ? 

Soor. —Then, hear. At night, when Rama was sleeping 
with his brother Lakshmana, tljb Rakshasa warriors,' in the 
shapes of m'en, came into the field saying “King Bharata 
sent rs here from Ayodhya to help you, a? he heard you 
^vere.jfighting in the city of Lanka’* and so they did this 
mischief— 


Bhar and Sat.—(In grief). What did they do? 
f . Soor .— (To herself) I shall by my words kill Bharata 
and Sotrughna, the younger brothers of him who killed my 
elder brother Ravana and Kumbhakarna. (Aloud) so as 
only to leaye their names. 

Bhar .—0 noble Rama? 0 dear Lakshmana (Faints). 


Sat. —Alas! are my noble brothers gone thus! (.Faints). 

Soor.— What! have 1 spoken anything unpleasant to 
you ? Who are you two? Take heart, take heart. 


Both. — (Tal'ing heart). What! both have gone thus !**.* 

Soor .—^ es. Further, Sugreeva and others who are my 

fiiends were in their sleep by armed Raksliasas- 1 ask 3011 

who von are, 

Bhar .—The rest is but known, that they too were 
killed. 

Sect, —This is my brother Bharata; and I am his 3 ’oung- 
er brother Satrughna. 

Soor.—(Pretending sornw). Are you brothers of Rama 
and Lakshmana ? Ah ! J am cursed ! Jt is said by the^reat 
<Jiat though true, an unpleasant news ought not to be told ; 
although I know this I spoke thus to you; I do not knew 
therefore what bell I shall go to. (Cries), 

u Bhar ,—What harm is it to you, since th ; s must be told 
to us by somebody else ? 
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Soar. —Without knowing the relationship of Satrughna, 
as*?oon as he asked I spokewout everything that Sankukann 
said. 

Sa ^—What is the fate gf lady Seeta? 

$uor.— Whafr shall I say*? Carried away by the Rak- 
shasa, kept captive, and importuned by him to become Isis ' 
mate, she heard of the fate of those two and strangled herself 
giving up h#i* life as well as her sorrow. 

, Sat.—(With fjrirf) Ah! unhappy course! Noble Sita» 
will your mothers-in-law brook to hear that you have 

o' * 

strangled yourself to death—they who fainted for gVirf at' 
beholding you dressed in bark like mv noble brother >*hen 
'you departed to the forest ? » 

/>/(</?•.—Noble lady, you are Messed, as you* did what 
was right in the circumstances, while I am blinking as to 
what I should do. 

. N,;/We shall b< J revenged on our enemy by killing 
him in battle. „ , 

fioor — (To hrwff). That i? already done. (Ahvn]). 
Pn* is not your course now because you have no help. Sita 
herself has shown ihe way for such sad people. % 

fthnr —Alas, oh ! alas'! Fourteen long years have passed, 
every moment of which was like a to me and 

this is the day on which my noble brother should return ; I 
was hoping to have a look at the lotus-like feet of my*iob!e 
brother who should most probably becoming from the forest: 
but the tree of my desires i3 now broken. [Faint?). 

Foor .— ‘To herself . Bharafa, not only yours, but mine 
also was broken, wishing as I did to enjoy that handsome 
person. And I lost my nose also into the bargain, 

Child, take heart, take heart; how to see Kama hereafter?# 
StH.—(Choked with grief). That face, sweet like the 
inrage of the autumn moon ; those eyes which were like the 
lotus leaves ; tfiose arms which were like the beautifu!^>illars 
ot blue stone; and those feet which looked Jike the lotus 
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hel ( d iri the hand of/Aakshmi—these which belonged to Itann 
I am never again t<r see. ( Faints\ 

Soor.—(To fiprseij). As for myself I saw them all, but 
my desires were not fulfilled. (Aloud). Child Satjughna, 
take heart, take heart! and encourage him rlso. Afterwards 
( think of a remedy for this grief. 

Bluir. — Taking courage). Giving precedence to my be- 
jewel^d sandals, you should protect the earth ; .by the com¬ 
mand of mv father I should live in the forest for 31 years; 

* - to 

and in order t(* gratify your desire I shall then come and 
cule the'kingdom; So comforting me Rama went, but he has 
not returned : how can I brook the sorrow! Therefore 1 
shall presently fall into the fire. 

Sal.—(Taking rouragd), What other remedy is there 
for this? (Joining his hands in adoration of Jtharata ). As 
my noble brother Lakshmatia was allowed by Rama to 
accompany him, so allow me to follow you in falling into the 
fire. 


f* 0 

SW.— 'Li jny to h^rsnlf). My attempt is for this end. 
(Aloadi. Child JJharuthn, you have resolved well. Chilli 
fiitrughna, you also have thought of a sound remedy. And 
1 shall not go to puiance: but on the other hand the sorrow 
caused bv Sugiveva and others is unbearable to me. and I 
filial! therefore follow you into the fine. 


Slimr —All! dear Lakshmann, though powerful, you 
obeyed Rama and put up with the deeds of our father, and 
you neither punished my mother nor rebuked Munthara ; 
and as you accompanied R ima into the forest, so have you 
followed him into Swarga from the seat of war. And so 
have you shown your faith in the case of our noble brother 
ated are blessed ; but I am not so. ]).*ar Satrughna* the 
sage whose wife was Santa brought ab mfc the birth of chil- 
dtvn in the royal house of Aja and increased that race with 
difficulty, out of compassion—and what shall Isay, unlucky 
self,—arid when three out of those four children are gone the 
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way of fate? you the fourth do live and please the fathers 
witli offerings ©f water ^nd sesamum. 

Soar, — (To herself) What! Satruglfna fa to live! then 
my desires u ill only he half, accomplished. (Mjnd) Child 
Bharata, the weight of Satrughna’s gtief is as heavy as yours. 
Therefore I think this command will prove vain. 

* m 

fiat.-—(With. I ears) When you dear ehildien are deadjiow 
can I, a child? gratify the crying fathers by means’ of offerings 
of water and sesamum ? Therefore I shall be before you in 
entering the fire. 

Sow —Child Satrughna, then make haste to bring the* 
Jire and the fuel. 

Jlhar .—Oh ! curse ! 0 mother Kousalva, you are plunged 
in a boundless ocean of sorrow; 0 Kaikeyi, live ycw» as long 
is the moon and stars exist, grovelling in the mire of ill-fame; 
O mothei-ftSumitra, you bore two son? only to obtain grief; 
and O Mawthara who was tlie author of all evil, enjoy singly 
ill the torments of hell. O sire, companion of I«drg, by 
sending brother Rama to the forest vou have destroved the 
Kaghu race which you propagated by reaiiug four children 
a itli difficulty* 

Sat .—What is the use of this prating ? I shall go and 
Well the lire and the fuel (does out ami thm rv.ita $ in ag<i>n)' 
S’obi e brother, at the gate is the lire kindled with dry twigs, 

lilt tic,— Well, well. 

Soor.—(To herself). It is a g'enter pleasure to me. 
Aloud) Child, then get up, in order to enter the fire. 

lih n \~0 ascetic woman, please communicate Bharata*? 
iew*Jo Yasishta, the best of sages, the husband of Arundhati 
nd the priest of the solar race. 

k(mr. — { To herself ) Bv this means mv entering the fire 
s Remedied. (Aloud) \\ hat be that ? 

/j/wfrom this day onward, let the world be'fuled 
iv yourself as by the great Jlanu j \ny mothers should be go 
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treated by yon asjnot to have cause to mourn ; yon should 
so* order that we $hall live in the land of bliss.; for, I fol'ow 
with Salrughnarfco where my noble?brother has gone. 5 ’ 

Sqj)' —[To kersglf). My desires are being fulfilled. 
(Aloud). Should this be comry unicated to, the sage ? * That 
sage him sett knows everything. (Com**# round the fire), 

nSat .—Rimadini, niv noble brother’s message should soon 
be carried. We alone shall first enter. 

Soar .— [To herself) . This attempt of these two persons 
is steady: therefore I have nothing else to do here: (Aloud). 
Your comm mds ought not to be disobeyed, especially at this 
circumstance. (licit}* 

(Both come round the fire). 

(Behind the scenes). 

Grieving at the thought that ry child suffered unen¬ 
durable pangs as she followed her lord into the forest where 
he went at his father’s command, it was like a f|.ll of the 
thunder-bolt to me to h^ar that she was carried away by a 
It a ks bass'. i 

B'inr. —What! king -Tanaka is come! 

(Behind the scenes), 

* 

Oh he3t of Siva’s devotees, Oh lord of Lanka, although you 
were my dear friend, how did you fearlessly carry away my 
child ; or say, is it the manner of your caste ? 0, curse! O 

child, what was your state, when with a body shaking with 
giief^and fear you cried at the sight of the ten-headed 
Havana who carried you away in the lonely forest ? 

Sit —Thu king Janaka does not know that the noble 
lady strangled herself to death. 

Bhar —It is not right on our part to enter into the fire 
without talking to this noble sir. (Stands looking). 

Enter Janaka. 

Jan. —Alas! What is this ? Here is Hharata coming 
round the fire burning with many flames, ns if ho would 
enter it with his brother, (Satrughnu). (Urates near quickly), 



143 


Both —Noble Sir, we bow to you. J^is is our last bcw 
to you, as we are to give up our lives, because It^ma and 
Lakslimana are killed by Ibikshasas through* the ''exercise of 
their illusory powers. f 

fan —Ah ! Itam cursed f [Faints'. 

Both —Take heart, take heart! 

Jan .— (Cuming w ins sense*). By the perversity of fate, 
the words ol 4he astrologers have become urRrue, for they 
sa^d that the husbands of Sita and Oonuila would live long 
and be victorious. A lasl ala<! In spte of ftiy studv of 
Aclvaita from Yagnyavalkj a, tins gtief kills me. 

tint. —The noble Sita alas— [sto^.s in the nivhlle f iciih 
choked throat). 

Jan. —U she is gone too, 1 shall be glad. But <**en*then, 
my heart burns. 

Sal.-^\lui it was by strangling herself. 

t 1 an.Shedding tears). How did this happen to my 
child ! 0 child, when you were an infant, you displayed 
your beautiful teeth in smiles, your face was overhung by 
tfilliaire from your forehead, you had a handsome necklace 
round your neck. By thinking of the%\ my heart burns ; 
wliat shall I do, alas! (Ilearing a sigh), I was fondly 
rejoicing that hearing of the seizure of Sita by the Rakshasa, 
Bharata had assembled the kings and was starting to go^uid 
vanquish the enemy. Therefore, presently, I shall offer my 
body to be oaten away by the very fire which lias been 
enkindled for you, and shall thereby cross the ocean of 
sorrow. 

Jg/i ir.—It is I who ought to do it first; as my noble 
toother has not returned, my desires are unfulfilled; there-# 
fore I shall enter the fire with my lock of matted hair and 
raytlress of bark. 

Jan. and fat,—(With tears). Uis words excite great 
compassion. 
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0 (Behind the scenes), * 

Having killed Havana, liavbig got back the daughter of 
Videha, hSving secured a fame latfded by the sages and the 
gods, and having ascended the Pushpaka car, Hama is coming 
with Lakshmana, his objeet being fulfilled: therefore 
Bharatn, do not enter the fo e. 

v Std. —( Loulintj ). Who is this Brahmachari who tells 
these glad tidings ? 

Jan,—(With joy). Dear Bharata, do not be in a hurry.’ 
Glad tidings,are heard. 

Lhar. — ’Loot; in. a). Noble sir, it is not so. Having 
innocently put bad tidings into our ears, the ascetic woman 
is out of pity relating good tidings, in the garb of a Biahma- 


chari. Therefore this is false, (dues near the nee in hush’ . 


Bnlcr HanTMan in the form of a Brahmachari , 

•fifji a toss of the curtain. 

liana. —Bharata. do not do so. Alas, whv do you do 

* ' • » 

this <of no reason? (f’rcrcnh Bharatn). Listen please- 
Neela, the lea let* of our armies killed Prahastn, the general 
of thp Rakshasa army; the proud brother of Havana, by 
name Kumbhakarna^ was killed by the Lord Kama; Laksh- 
mana who killed tlie son of Havana is extolled by all the 
gods; and Sito, like th$ goddess of Victory, was obtained by 
Lord Hama who killed Havana. Therefore, with your wife 
andSrother you are to enjoy the bibs of Kama’s return. 

Bltar .—When the hosts of Hakshasas are adept in artful 
tights, how may my noble brother return ! 

llanu .—When the might of God is with Hama, the 
illusory power of the Rakshasasb of no avail. Please listen. 
In the first battle the son of Havana, ade*pt in illusory arts,# 
'bound llama and Lakshmana by serpentine arrows. 

Sat .—I think it was this that the ascetic woman heard 
and<jot enquiring further put us into terror. 

Mar.—What then ? 
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liana. —Then ihe son*of Vinata (Garndaj wa 3 sent by 
Infra to the battle. ^ 

* j 

Bhar. —Dear Satrugkna, what you, said was told dby 
Vasislita is correct. 1 

Haifa. —And^n his arrival the ties grew loose and then 
^lie battle began again. 

Bat .—At tli? approach of worshipful Garuda, how \;an 
the serpentine arrows stand V 

Bhar .— (II 'ilk joy). Dear Satrughna, I i\<Jw understand 
that Indri wanted his business to be done by Rama, namely, 
the full of Ravan i; for he sent the King ot birds fey the 
protection of Rama. 

Jan — (With /or/). Please say who you, a Brahmachari, 
are and what is your name, who thus gave us life in all inno¬ 
cence. 


liana. — I am a minister of Sugreeva. byname lianuman 
the son of^he Wind ; and 1 was sent by the killer of Havana 
to fhe presence of Bharata. 

Jan. 4- 0 son ot the wind, you are as mtich to be respec- 
tgi Hy nje as Yagnyuvalkva ; because like im you received 
your instiuetions in the three Vedas from the Sun. 


Sat. — (With suri»w), Parnadini, an ascetic woman, 
said that Sugreeva with his army and his ministers was killed 
by the Rakshasas in battle. How then does lianuman live? 


Jlanu. —Who is that ascetic woman, Parnadini ? 

Sat ,—She lives in Rishyamooka, and her friends are 
Sugreeva and his party. 

liana.—(To himself'). There is no one like that. ( Think - 
hitj). f Tills must be Soorpanakha who was reported by 
minister Saropathi to bo dejected on account of the fall of } 
Havana and Kumbhakarna and the gain of the kingdom by 
VilAeeshana. This must be an attempt of hers to put an 
md to Bharata jind Satrughna. (Aioud) She L Soorpanakha, 
jiater of Havana, who lias put on the disguise of an ascetic 
Id 
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woman, being jeaRrae of the lord who conquered Havana; and 
Bhe spoke this unpleasant news to yo,u. 

-* ' { r • 

Bhar. —Thct is'possible. She herself said she was born 
of the race of Pulasfc) a. 0 

Hanu r^-(Looking southwards). Bharuta, look here! the 
conqueror of the lord of Lanka is coming along the sky by 
the Pusbpaka car, with Seeta and followers. (AU look in won• 
derf. 

Ham .—And now, Bharata, look at the monkeys c^iid 
bears jumping from tree to tree and hill to hill, which formed 
your brother's army. By the bending and the rising of the 
boughs of trees as they leap on and from them, the trees in 
the pleasure-garden near Nandigrama appear to dance for 

joy. 

Jan .—Child Ramabhadra, his left side beautified by 
child Seeta, is coming down the Pu3hpaka car, with Lnksh- 
man a and followers. jj ( 

Bhar.—(Looking with joy) After the lapse of such a long 
time I see my noble brother who is as lovely ^as Cupid 
vanquished by the eye on the forehead of the huebrind of 
Parvati, whose eyes are like the lotus, and whose body is as 
blue as a mass of water-laden clouds; therefore my body 
appears to be bathed in nectar. 

Sat. — (Withjoy) Who can ever know the fruits of 
actions or the time when they come to pa p s. We, who were 
ready to fall into the fire, are now plunged in an ocean of 
nectar. 

Enter Rama as described above. 

Ra'/m .—Oh Janakee, crossing the o bridge on the sea, 
listant a hundred yojanas, as well as the Mountain ox 
Mahendra, the hill Prasravana and the extensive 'forest of 
^indhya, the car, which came across the skies over “the 
nountain of Chitrakoota, has taken us to ftandigrama. 
Further, 0 dear, winning in the battle between 
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Monkeys and the Rakshasas, l have croated the ocean and 
some back witji you to my own place. 

Laic. —Noble brother,^ldbk here! Brother BJfarata cdTnes 
bo meet ns, accompanied by king Janaka anr/dear Satrnghna. 
He st$n€s before jou with thj matted lyraid on his head, with 
the unbecoming barkskin on his waist, and wifti a Irame, 
smaciated through penanae on your account, like unto an 
embodiment of sorrow caused by your absence. « 

Hama. —He is even so: the pain first caused to my mind 
Havana carrying Sita away was relieved by the doing of 
Seeds required under the circumstances; and to i3 ^y for¬ 
tune that I am being relieved of the pain subsequently causedT 
by the knowledge that on my account Bharata is pining 
Iway, leaving the kingdom and its comforts. 

Bhar. — (1) ratring near) My noble brother, whfc are the 
clearest son unto father Dasaratha, who are full of compassion 
bo the faithful, and who are the Truth, I, Bharata, make the 
long-look^d-for obeisance at your lotus-like feet. [Bows, mill 
tedrsofjau). (With love and jog, Rama takes him 9 by both 
his hand/and embraces him), 

* 9 Plasma and Bhar.— (To themselves). By this embrace I t 
am cooled a3 if I bathe in a lake of Camphor. 

Rama. — (Aloud). Dear Bharata, Thave seen you again 
by good luck. 

Bhar.—(Aloud). By this it appears that my noble 
brother has bestowed full favor on me in order to makS my 
lesires fulfilled. 

(Lakshmana and Satrughna bow to Bharata and Rama 
respectively and receive their blessings). 

Rama.—(Drawing near). 0 eire> King Janaka, I, Rama, 
son of Dasaratha, bow to you. 

fjah. —Sire? Ldkshmana bows to you. 

Sedta. —Father, I bow to you. 

0 Jan.—(Blesses them all , is filled with joy at sight of Rama 
ind falters with excess of tears of joy). 0 you conqu^or of 
Havana, act agreeably to your birthip the family of Manu, and 
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agreeably to the ir'anner in which you wadded child Seeta 
'who was .given to v oli as a prize for your prowess. 

' Kama.—(joining his hands tin adoration). By the kind 
wishes of you who are a knower of Brahma and a noble King, 
by the blessings of iAgastva, Vasishta, Visvamitra ahd other 
great eageiJ, and by the favour of India and other gods, I 
conquered the ten-headed Havana* 

Evter KoCsika. 


7iows.—( 7’o himself). The gods had commanded me to 
set up Havana against Hama for killing hi|i relations and 
then to give to Hama such instructions in arms as shall en¬ 
able him to kill Havana. By my eye of knowledge 1 saw 
Hama killing Havana. Therefore having executed the com- 
mands outlie gods, my desires have this day been fulfilled, 
(d pproaches.) 


Kama—[Seen and dr airs near): 0 noble sire, T, of the 
Ikshwaku race, bow to yon. * 

Koas — My child, may your desires be accomplished! 
(Others also loir to Kovsika ; he Idesses them and (j/eeMheni juij). 

Kous.—(To Kama) In battle you have killed Hava* a who 
was [ike a thorn to all the three worlds, and you ha\o 
protected the great i-ages, the gods and the throe worlds. 

Kama ,—All by your blessings. 

Bhar. —Noble Ko&ika, plea«e arrange to have my brother 
cro#ned here and conducted to Ayodhya. 

Jan. —Bharata’s haste to liave his brother crowned is 
surprising ! 

Hann.— llama's intimate friends, Sugreeva, Vibheeshana 
and others, wash to do the same ; therefore, with two or three 
monkeys, I shall go and fetch the sea-water. (Exit)' 

Jan .—Child Satrughna, bring VasiAhta and other sage% 

and the priests and ministers. 

Sat. —So shall I. (Exit). 

^Sita.—(To herself) My hoatt rejoices to think that my 
lord who conquered the. lord ol Lanka is to be crowned. 
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v Behind the scenes). ~ 

• As Rama* is to bp crowned to»c(a\^ flowerj sancJaf, 
8aflroned-rice, pot of w^t£i\ umbrella .anc^ t vfb chu.ma.fQS 
diould brought to the wedding hall ^let some girls come 
there ^l/o; let tli^coronation^ elephant and the horses be 
posted near it; let the drum and other instruments play | 
music. 

Jin. —Tjiis certainly is the order of Vasishta. 

Enter Satruguna. 

S:it.—(Tu Iiama) Noble brother, all are come. 

Enter Vasishta. 

IW. — Friend Kousika, seat Seeta and Rima on # this 
throne, and we and other sages shall crown them. 

• Kvus .—I shall act as desired by the son of Mitra and 

Varuna. 

Jan. —Rama is crowned; and he joyfully presents the 
citizens w^th white silks and ornaments. In the heavens the 
celestial dfurn beats ; the ft3were rain and the Apsara tfirls 
arj dancing. 

Kouf .—My child, what else do you desTre me to do ? 

# Uafna .—0 noble sire, by your blessing, my wedding of 1 
funakee took place without hindrance ; 1 killed Havana in 
battle with his kindred and friends, and brought back my 
beloved Seeta; I ba\e seen the lo%g-wished-for Bharata ; 
and I have been crowned. What more is there in the ^orld 
to please me which you have to do ? But even so, let this 
prayer of Bharata (the Actor King) be grantedLet all 
men follow the way shown by Munu and other legislators 
for their good; let the Rajahs rule the world in bliss* unin¬ 
fluenced by tell-tales; let sweet-voiced poets be cherished 
alwaj^ by men of taste; and may the faith of this poe^ 
Remain steadfast unto the noble lord of the Raghu race ! 

(Here ends the seventh act). 
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